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Chapter 3 
Migration, Emigration & Immigration to the USA 

 
The task of establishing detailed timings and specific reasons for the migration of MARTER and 

MARTYR families from England and mainland Europe to the USA, or to the far flung corners of 

the World is beyond the scope of this story as well as the capability of this author.  However, 

some overall conclusions can be drawn about some ‘mass migrations’ that were propelled by 

specific events, either singly or in combination.  Although there is little evidence of mass 

immigrations of MARTER/MARTYR families to the USA, there is indisputable evidence that 

huge numbers of immigrants arrived from Ireland, Germany, and Italy.  To add additional 

framework and interest to this paper, I have included aspects of immigration to the USA which 

would strictly be outside the scope of a purely single-name study of MARTER/MARTYR. 

 

There is much confusion between the usage of the terms migration, emigration, and immigration, 

and it is worth making a clearer distinction between them.  Human migration is physical 

movement by humans from one area to another, sometimes over long distances or in large 

groups.  The movement of populations in modern times has continued under the form of both 

voluntary migration within one's region, country, or beyond, and involuntary migration which 

includes the slave trade, trafficking in human beings and ethnic cleansing.  People who migrate 

are called migrants or, more specifically, emigrants, immigrants, or settlers, depending on 

historical setting, circumstances and perspective.  

 

As previously hinted at, the study of population migration is a vast subject of itself and I can do 

no more than scratch the surface where it pertains in this family history ‘tale’.  Needless to say 

there are some interesting aspects that are worth recording and in the section that follows, for 

simplicity’s sake and for that of my sanity; I have just used data applicable to the more 

commonly spelled names variants of MARTER and MARTYR.   

 

Population Migration from Europe to the USA: 

Any discussion about immigration to the USA without any mention of Ellis Island, New York 

where, from 1892-1954, over 12 million immigrants arrived in the USA, would be a serious 
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omission.  Ellis Island is situated in the upper bay area of New York Harbour, near the New 

Jersey coast.  Over the years the island has been increased in size, mostly from landfill, from its 

original 3.3 to 27.5 acres.  It was designated as a Federal Immigration station in 1890 prior to 

which, individual states were responsible for regulating immigration.  Ellis Island’s busiest year 

was 1907, when just over a million people were processed.   

 

 

“Inspected and passed at Liverpool” and “ Passed by Immigration Bureau, Port of New York, Ellis Island” 

Fig 3-1  Immigration Inspection Card issued for Presentation to Ellis Island Authorities 
R.M.S “LUSITANIA” Departed Liverpool 9th July 1910.  

Reproduced by courtesy of the Gjenvick-Gjønvik Archives i 
 

“Keep this Card to avoid detention at Quarantine and on Railroads in the United States.” 
 

 
 

When landing at New York this card had to be pinned in a prominent position onto the coat or 

dress of the passenger.  
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While most immigrants entered the USA through New York Harbour, some arrived at other ports 

including: Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, San Francisco, Miami, and New Orleans. 
 

From commencement of immigration, groups of politicians demanded that controls be placed on 

immigrant numbers.  Such regulations as: the Chinese Exclusion Act, the Alien Contract Labor 

Laws, and a test of literacy were all attempts to stem the tide of immigration.  In due course, the 

Quota Laws and the National Origins Act placed restrictions on immigrants by allocating places 

on a percentage basis according to the ethnic population already in the USA.   

 

 
Fig 3-2  Ellis Island, New York Bay run by US Immigration Services, and Ferry Boats to 

Transfer Immigrants to Mainland New York & New Jersey  © 1999-2011 by Getty Images, Inc. ii 
 
Ireland: 

In the early 19th Century, Ireland was an almost exclusively agricultural country with most land 

being under the control of absentee English landlords.  The majority of this land was rented to 

small farmers who used antiquated implements and out-of-date techniques.  During these times, 

an Irish farm labourer was lucky to earn eight pence a day, a fraction that he could earn in the 

USA for the same task.   
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In this situation, it can be no small wonder that so many Irish families began planning and 

searching for a better life for themselves elsewhere, and specifically in the USA.  In 1816 

approximately 6,000 Irish nationals did just that and sailed across the Atlantic for a new start in 

America.  This figure increased in almost every year thereafter to the peak in 1852.  

 

The number of immigrants had risen almost exponentially as a result of a serious blight which 

ravaged the Irish potato crop in October 1845.  At this time, there were over four million people 

in Ireland dependant on the potato for their main food staple.  The blight returned in 1846 and, 

over the next year, an estimated 350,000 people died from the lethal combination of starvation 

and typhus.  Despite good potato crops over the next four years, The Potato Famine had 

generated an irresistible urge in Ireland’s population to emigrate.   

 

One set of emigration figures for the period 1846 to 1850 is shown below: iii 

  

1846:  92,484        1847:  96,224        1848:  173,744        1849:  204,771         1850:  206,041 

 

 
Fig 3-3  Chart showing Irish Immigration to the USA 1820-1968 iv 

Immigration Chart Courtesy of McCormickFamily.com: http://www.mccormickfamily.com 
 

By the end of 1854, almost a quarter of the Irish population, some 2 million people, had 

immigrated to the United States, and more than 8 million followed between 1801 and 1921.  
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This almost unbelievably high rate of Irish emigration has had no parallel in history and reflected 

the desperately appalling nature of employment prospects for Irish workers in their native 

country and the high demand for immigrant labour in the rapidly developing USA nation.  

 

The chart at Fig 3-3 above shows slightly different figures for the peak of immigration than for 

the years 1846-1850 quoted above because there is no completely reliable data upon which to 

base such a graph.  However, it does show a sufficiently positive correlation with the earlier set 

of data to be considered as being in good general agreement. 

 
19th-century emigration from Ireland is usually broken down into three distinct phases: v 

   1815-1845:  when 1 million left  

   1846-1855:  when 2.5 million left  

   1856-1914: when 4 million left 

These figures have to be taken as being underestimates because it is impossible to prove which 

immigrants settled permanently in mainland Britain because at this time Ireland was still a part 

of Great Britain, so travel to and between the first two areas was naturally, undocumented and 

uncontrolled.  

But how many Irish immigrants stayed and where did the majority of them settle?  According to 

the various abstracts from the United States Census for the years 1850-1900, the numbers of 

persons resident in the United States with at least one parent who was born in Ireland was as 

follows: vi 

7th   Census of the United States: 1850     961,719 
8th   Census of the United States: 1860  1,611,304 
9th   Census of the United States: 1870  1,855,827 
10th Census of the United States: 1880  1,854,571 
11th Census of the United States: 1890  1,871,509 
12th Census of the United States: 1900  1,615,459 

Of those in the 1900 Census, 67% were located in the North Atlantic division and 22% in the 

North Central division.   
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More than 75% of these were found in eight states and their cities: vii 

New York:  425,553  New York: 275,102 
Massachusetts: 249,916  Boston:   70,147 
      Lowell:   12,137 
Pennsylvania:  205,909  Philadelphia:   98,427 
      Pittsburgh:   18,620 
Illinois:  114,563  Chicago:   73,912 
New Jersey:    94,844  Jersey City:   19,314 
      Newark:   12,792 
Connecticut:    70,994  
Ohio:     56,918  Cleveland:   13,120 
California:    44,476  San Francisco: 15,963 
 

As previously mentioned, there were serious tensions between immigrants, nativism 1 was rife 

and political cartoons of the day were very ‘pointed’ in their criticism of immigrants.  

 

 
Fig 3-4  “Uncle Sam’s Lodging-House” – Puck Magazine 7th June 1882 viii 

                                                
1  Nativism favours the interests of certain established inhabitants of an area or nation as compared to claims of 
newcomers or immigrants.  It may also include the re-establishment or perpetuation of such individuals or their 
culture.  In the USA the term referred to those descended from the inhabitants of the original thirteen colonies. It 
impacted politics in the mid-19th century because of the large inflows of immigrants from cultures that were 
somewhat different from the existing American culture. Thus, nativists objected primarily to Irish Roman Catholics 
because of their loyalty to the Pope and also because of their supposed rejection of republicanism as an American 
ideal. 
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The Irish were particularly vilified, as is crudely illustrated in Fig 3-4 above.  The message 

which Uncle Sam is trying to convey to the readers of the ‘cartoon’ is self-evident and by today’s 

standards would be totally unacceptable: ix 

 

“Look here you, everybody else is quiet and peaceful, and you’re all the time a-kicking 

up a row!” 

 

The editorial piece associated with the cartoon states: “... the raw Irishman in America is a 

nuisance, his son a curse.  They never assimilate; the second generation simply shows an 

intensification of all the bad qualities of the first ...  They are a burden and a misery to this 

country.”  The upper row of cots is labelled: “FRENCHMAN JAPANESE SPANIARD NEGRO 

RUSSIAN” and the lower row: “ITALIAN CHINESE IRISHMAN ENGLISHMAN GERMAN”.  All cot 

occupants are draped in their national flag and there are some interesting wooden slabs on the 

floor with messages such as: “IRISH INDEPENDENCE”, “THE CHINESE MUST GO”, “RECALL 

LOWELL” and “AGGITATION”.   

The conditions in which the Irish immigrants lived were often squalid, living in cellars and 

basements with little or no light or ventilation.  Many people suffered from diseases such as: 

pneumonia, tuberculosis, cholera, typhus, and yellow fever.  Because of these hardships, many 

became alcoholics and succumbed to mental health problems. Conditions were harsh indeed; 

most immigrants were unskilled, worked for low wages and were often brought in as strike 

breakers.  One question on many nativists’ lips was “Would Irish Catholics be loyal to the USA 

or to the Vatican?”  As it turned out, the Irish are one of the most prosperous ethnic groups in the 

USA, significantly exceeding national averages on education levels, occupational status, income, 

and home ownership. x 

Population Migration from the European Mainland:                                                                                     

Germany:                                                                                                                                     

The vast majority of German immigrants who immigrated to the USA were seeking an improved 

standard of living.  However, political and religious freedom probably motivated fewer 

emigrants than did the threat of serving in the Prussian military!   
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Whether ‘push’ factors, fanned by disgruntlement with living conditions in Germany, or whether 

‘pull’ factors, a faith in more favorable opportunities in the United States, exercised a greater 

influence on the emigrants’ decision to leave, is impossible to ascertain.  

The rise and fall of immigration numbers can in part be explained in terms of the interaction 

between factors in the emigrant's homeland and the target country but from the 18th century 

information about American businesses, wages and food prices was widely publicized in 

Germany. 

Table 3-1  German Immigration as Percentage of Total USA 1820-1988  xi 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decade Total USA 
Immigration German % of 

Total 
1820-29 128,502 5,753 4.5 
1830-39 538,381 124,726 23.2 
1840-49 1,427,337 385,434 27.0 
1850-59 2,814,554 976,072 34.7 
1860-69 2,081,261 723,734 34.8 
1870-79 2,742,137 751,769 27.4 
1880-89 5,248,568 1,445,181 27.5 
1890-99 3,694,294 579,072 15.7 
1900-09 8,202,388 328,722 4.0 
1910-19 6,347,380 174,227 2.7 
1920-29 4,295,510 386,634 9.0 
1930-39 699,375 119,107 17.0 
1940-49 856,608 117,506 14.0 
1950-59 2,499,268 576,905 23.1 
1960-69 3,213,749 209,616 6.5 
1971-80 4,493,000 66,000 1.5 
1981-88 4,711,000 55,800 1.2 

 
Totals 

 
49,753,412 7,028,258 14.1 
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Letters sent back home by immigrants were often read aloud in village taverns and may have 

served to correct some of the exaggerated claims made in the immigrant recruitment literature 

distributed by land and railroad companies 

Table 3-1 above shows German immigration to the USA dramatically increasing after the 1820s, 

then peaking in the 1850s and 1880s followed by a slow decline to the 1910s.  Further peaks 

occurred in the 1920s and the 1950s.  Over the 60 year period of 1830-1890, German 

immigration to the USA was 4,466,910 out of a total of 12,110,101, representing an average of 

over 36%. 

 
Fig 3-5  Areas of highest 18th Century German Emigration & Recruitment xii 

Copyright Gary Horacher © 2000, Copyright ProGenealogists 2005  
 

During my many hours of ‘trawling’ web sites that dealt with 18th Century German emigration, I 

stumbled upon two very interesting sketch maps – see Fig 3-4 and Fig 3-5.  The first plots out the 
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locations within Germany where the highest emigration occurred, and the second depicts where 

settlement happened on the Eastern Seaboard of the USA.  The latter also showed the earliest 

year(s) in which some of these locations were first settled. 

 

Comparing the map at Fig 3-4 on page 62 to Table 2-5 on pages 54-56, and the IGI data 

compiled at Table 2-4 on pages 49 & 50, confirms that recruitment and subsequent immigration 

of MARTER and MARTYR families from Germany meant, not surprisingly perhaps, that these 

families ended up in specific areas in the USA.  This was specifically so for the states of Bayern 

(Bavaria), Hessen-Nassau and Hessen-Darmstadt (Hessen), Rheinland-Pfalz, and Württemberg.  

However, the states of Silesia and Rhineland, where high concentrations of 

MARTER/MARTYR families lived, seemed not to have been affected, but it needs to borne in 

mind that Fig 3-4 only shows the areas where the highest levels of recruitment and immigration 

took place. 

 

The next question is, by which routes did these German immigrants they travel to the USA and 

where did they settle?  The map’s key to Fig 3-4 above states that immigrants moved down the 

main rivers of Germany to the port of Rotterdam.  From here, many will have travelled to 

England before finally embarking to the USA.   

 

For those who lived in northern Germany states; however, their route would have been a direct 

one from Hamburg or Bremen to the USA with possible additional embarkation points of 

London, Southampton, and Plymouth in England, and Queenstown in Ireland. 

 

From the map at Fig 3-5 on page 64, it can be seen that there are significant concentrations of 

German settlements in south east Pennsylvania, south east New York, north New Jersey (state 

not shown on map), South Carolina, and the hinterlands surrounding the townships of Boston 

(MA), Waldboro (ME), and Halifax and Lunenburg in the Canadian province of Nova Scotia.  

 

The locations of these settlements correspond almost precisely with that of the MARTER 

population patterns shown in Fig 2-8 on page 57.  
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Fig 3-6  18th Century German Immigration & Settlement in the Eastern Seaboard of the USA xiii 

©Gary Horacher 2000 and © ProGenealogists 2005  
 

Searching for specific MARTER/MARTYR immigration records from German sources to try to 

tie in this immigration data to specific German states proved extremely difficult and my efforts 

yielded scant reward, despite the many web sites visited.  One of the reasons for this poor return 

was that the majority of the sites which showed potential were, not surprisingly, written in 

German, were often in date order rather than alphabetical surname order, and usually covered 

only a small town or area where a particularly keen local genealogist had compiled data.  Even 



A Blacksmith’s Tale 
 

71 
 

the few records which were found merely recorded the immigration event giving little, if any, 

additional information.  For what it is worth, here is a sample of some of the few immigration 

records to the USA which were extracted from the Germany Emigration Index:  

 
Baden:    MARDER, Cleophas  Berau, Bondorf   1873 

   MARDER, Johannes   Grafenhausen, Bondorf  1892 

 

Wuerttemberg:  MAERDTER, Anna   Grossuessen    1854 

    MAERDTER, Jakob Friedrich Ebersbach    1864 

    MAERDTER, Johannes  Ebersbach    1867 

    MAERDTER, Catharina  Ebersbach    1867 

    MAERDTER, Maria Frederika Ebersbach    1867 

 

Finally, I was ‘forced’ to use the Ancestry.com New York Passenger List, 1820-1957 to obtain a 

greater sample size.  Using the “exact name” search provided the following information for 

MARTER, and its Soundex names, of immigrants of German/Prussian/Bavarian ethnicity: 

MARTER (93) out of 710, the remainder of which were mostly British or of no stated 

nationality.  MARDER (158) out of 1357, with the residue consisting of Hebrew, Dutch, or of no 

stated nationality.  Other records were: MARDERS (6), MARTAR (1), MARTERER (10), 

MARTERN (10), MARTERS (9), MARTHER (11), MARTHERS (29), MARTIR (16), 

MARTIER (3), MARTIRE (3), MARTOR (2), MARTTER (7), MERTER (8), and  

MERTERS (1). 

 

Again, using the “exact name” search provided the following information for MARTYR and its 

Soundex names, of immigrants of German/Prussian/Bavarian ethnicity: MARTA (28), MARTE 

(106), MYRTER (1), MARTYR (1), and MARTYRE (1).   Of the total 1091 records for 

MARTA, the majority were for Italian and Hungarian nationalities with much smaller numbers 

for immigrants of Spanish and Dutch origins.   

 

In addition, of the total of 718 records for MARTRE, the vast majority were of Spanish ethnicity.   
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So, what does this data all mean?  Well, as predicted, the ports of departure were almost 

exclusively Hamburg, Bremen, Liverpool, Antwerp and Le Havre, with some additional 

embarkations at Southampton and Queenstown.   

 

It also confirms that the MARTER/MARTYR families who lived in many German states 

immigrated to the USA in reasonable numbers.  Taking into account the fact that I had only 

taken one source to examine immigration data, it must be concluded that the real figures are 

much higher. 

 
Fig 3-7a  Left Hand Page of Passenger Manifest for S.S. Grasser Kurfürst, departing Bremen, 

Germany 4th October 1913 and arriving New York, USA 15th October 1913 xiv 
 
The List or Manifest of Alien Passengers for the United States Immigration Officer at Port of 

Arrival, illustrated above and below, is a double-page document providing detailed information 

in 29 categories including; height, hair and eye colours, who paid for the passage, and the more 

basic questions about, name, age, place of birth and final destination in the USA. 

 

Lines 9 & 10 above show that Kardine Marter, aged 50 years, was a housewife of German 

nationality intending to permanently reside in Trenton, New Jersey together with her son, Paul 

Marter, aged 7 years.  Lines 29 & 18 respectively below show that both Kardine and Paul were 
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born in Neuffen, Germany and the relative they are going to join is Kadine’s husband, John 

Marter who resides at 66 Rose St, Trenton, New York. 

 

 
Fig 3-7b  Right Hand Page of Passenger Manifest for S.S. Grasser Kurfürst, departing Bremen, 

Germany 4th October 1913 and arriving New York, USA 15th October 1913 xv 
 

So, where did 19th Century German immigrants to the USA settle?  The map at Fig 3-7 on the 

following page was compiled ethnicity data from the 9th US Census and clearly shows definite 

German population concentrations in the areas between the ‘V” formed by the confluence of the 

Missouri and Ohio rivers, along the shores of Lakes Michigan, Eerie and Ontario, and the areas 

of New Jersey, eastern Pennsylvania, and Connecticut.   

 

Most of the areas settled were selected because of the availability of excellent agricultural land 

adjacent to the major river basin systems of the region although, in many cases, these lands were 

also at risk because they were in the flood plains of the same rivers that offered rich alluvial 

soils. 

 

If this map is compared to the LDS IGI Records plotted for MARTER in Fig 2-8 on page 57, a 

good match is readily apparent. 
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Fig 3-8  Map compiled from the 9th US Census of 1870 & published in 1872 showing populated 
Areas with German Ethnicity xvi 
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Italy:  

Due to poverty, overpopulation, and natural disasters, more Italians have migrated to the United 

States than any other European nation.  In the mid- to -late 18th, and early 19th Centuries, the 

Italian government was dominated by northerners, and southerners were penalized by high taxes 

and high protective tariffs on northern industrial goods.  Southern Italians also suffered from the 

effects of a scarcity of cultivatable land which lead to soil erosion and deforestation, and a lack 

of coal and iron ore needed by industry.   

 

Fig 3-9  Map of the Regions of Italy Showing MARTER/MARTYR Name Variants from LDS 

Records xvii 

The map above shows a clear North-South split for the family name of MARTER/MARTYR and 

their name variants.  Within this split it is possible to say that all 37 records from Calabria were 

MARTIRE, and all but two MARTRE names were recorded in Sicily.  The name of MARTA 

was equally recorded at 10 records for Piemonte in the north, and Sicily in the south. 
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Between 1876 and 1976, there was a mass immigration from Italy to the USA.  In 1850, less than 

4,000 Italians were reportedly in the USA; however, by 1880, the Italian had reached 44,000, and 

by 1900 it had soared to 484,027. xviii 

 

Fig 3-10  Chart of Italian Immigration to the USA, 1821-1904 xix 

The earliest Italian immigrants to the United States were northern Italians, who became 

prominent as fruit merchants in New York and wine growers in California.  Later, more and 

more migrants came from the south and the communities and institutions they formed reflected 

the region's fragmentation.  

Approximately two million Italians immigrated to America from 1900 to 1914 but World War I 

put a temporary stop to this influx; however, the flow recommenced after peace was declared.  

By 1978, the total number of Italians immigrating to the United States reached 5.3 million, about 

25% of which eventually returned home. xx 

Searching through the Ancestry.com passenger manifests for ships arriving at New York over the 

period 1820-1957 showed just over 800 with the name of MARTA of which just under one half 

(356) were Italians.  It was interesting to note that whilst some records merely stated the 

Ethnicity/Nationality as “Italian” the majority were quite specific in recording either “Italian 

(North)” or “Italian (South)”.  A review of this split showed that there were about twice as many 

“(South)” designations as “(North)”.  
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The ports of departure were not surprisingly more mainland European than British and included: 

Bremen, Naples, Hamburg, Le Havre, Antwerp, Cherbourg, and Genoa.  The other nationalities 

recorded under “MARTA” consisted of a majority of Spanish and a smaller number of Dutch. 

The legibility of some of the early immigration records is relatively poor but I have selected two 

which show MARTA immigrants coming to the USA from Italy. 

 

Fig 3-11   Immigration Manifest Entries for Giovani & Albino MARTA Departing Le Havre, 
France, 18th May 1901 & Arriving New York, New York, USA 26th May 1901  

 

The two young MARTA brothers (lines 28 & 29) aged 22 and 18 years, were both miners from 

San Martino, Italy and left on the SS “Bretagne” from Le Havre, France on their way to Rock 

Springs, Wyoming.  There is no friend or relative to meet them there, they have never been to the 

USA before, and they have a total of $60 between them.  The nationalities of the 750 passengers 

onboard were: 

 
Italian:  325   Hungarian: 34 
Austrian: 139   Swiss:  24 

 Syrian:    77   Alsacian: 18 
 German:   53   Romanian:   3 
 French:   43   Bulgarian:   2 
 Greek:    41   Armenian:   1 

 
The profession of the immigrants of the immigrants is also of interest: 
 

Labourer: 235  None:  32  Blacksmith: 10 
Farmer: 151  Mason: 23  Dressmakers 10 
HK (Wives):   81  Baker:  17  Bookkeeper:   7 
Children:   79  Merchant: 15  Sailor:     6 
Miner :   43  Shoemaker: 11  Engineer:   5 
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Weavers 4  Gardener 2  Milkman: 1 
Maid:  3  Glassmaker: 2  Draughtsman: 1 
Cook:  3  Waiter: 2  Coalman: 1 
Carpenter: 2  Butler:  1   
Tailor:  2  Hairdresser: 1 

 
Of course the mixture of nationalities vary depending on the port of departure and the next 

example is of the SS “Victoria” which left Naples, Italy on the 13th April, and arrived at New 

York, USA on the  1st May 1901, a peak year for Italian immigration. 

 

 
 

Fig 3-12  Part of Manifest of SS “Victoria”  
Departing Naples, Italy 13th April 1901 and Arriving New York, USA 1st May 1901 

Antonio Des. MARTA is at Line 12 
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All the 1170 passengers on board the SS “Victoria” were Italian and there were more than 250 

different villages and towns whence they came.  One part of the manifest showed that there were 

fifteen passengers from the village of Boralino, with an end destination of Lovesmith.  Other 

town names were: Villafranca, Palermo, Ribera, Vicari, Melitello, Tusa, Boralino, Capua, 

Patrica, Oriola, and Casife, to name but a few.  Final destinations for these immigrants was about 

70% to New York, 12% to each of Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, and 5% to Boston with the 

remainder to Chicago, Denver, Buffalo, Montreal, Atica, Orange, and elsewhere.  An analysis of 

the professions/trades of this group shows a marked difference to that of the SS “Bretagne”: 

 
Labourer: 957  Tailor:  7  Dressmaker: 2 
Children:   76  Coachman: 5  Industrialist: 1 
HK *:    39  Barber: 4  Painter: 1 
Carpenter:   23  Blacksmith: 3  Mechanic: 1 
Mason:   19  Weaver: 3  Maid:  1 
Sailor:    12  Miner:  2  Baker:  1 
Shoemaker:   11  Cook:  2  * Housekeeper 
 

So, what was the fate of Antonio MARTA, a labourer from Benestare, a small town on the under 

sole of the ‘toe’ of Italy?  Well, he arrived with only $12 in his pocket and formed part of Group 

M10, Number 1 on the manifest.  Unfortunately, on the 2nd May he was held as an “Alien for 

Special Inquiry” under the auspices of LPC. 2  In due course, Antonio was admitted on the  

3rd May, but not until after he had eaten “2 Breakfasts 3 Dinners 2 Suppers” – see Fig 3-13. 

  

 
 

Fig 3-13 Antonio Des. MARTA #38 an LPC “Alien held for Special Inquiry” 
                                                
2  LPC stands for "Likely Public Charge." The LPC exclusion was introduced to US immigration law in 1891 and 
was the most common cause of detention and grounds for exclusion/deportation. Immigrants were most likely 
considered a likely public charge if they had little money AND no family, friends, or prospects, OR if they were 
disabled in some way that would prevent them from earning their own living. The majority of LPC exclusions were 
overcome during the Special Inquiry process, usually when friends, family, or some Immigrant Aid organization 
came and vouched for the person or posted a bond for them.   http://www.theshipslist.com/Forms/faq.html 
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Analysis of the 2000 US Population Census shows that where the Italian immigration legacy is 

strongest is in parts of New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut. xxi 

 
Overall Immigration Ancestry to the USA – Year 2000 

The ancestry map at Fig 3-14 below issued by the US Census Bureau from the United States 

Census 2000 is perhaps the best way that I can finish this chapter on emigration and 

immigration.  The map illustrates how migration has proceeded for immigrants, from their initial 

occupation of the USA during the mass migrations of the mid- to late-1800s to the mid-1900s, to 

the present by Germans, Irish and Italians.  

 

 
 

Fig 3-14  US Census Bureau – United States Census 2000 – Top US Ancestries by County xxii 
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