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Chapter 6 

Miscellaneous Marter & Martyr Matters 
 

During the years I have spent researching the family names of Marter and Martyr I have 

come across some strange pieces of random information which individually perhaps generate 

only a modicum of interest; however, when placed together make a statement worthy of 

reading.  Having ‘found’ this information, often after hours in the fruitless pursuit of facts 

related to my own family history, I just could not bring myself to just cast aside this 

extraneous data and hence, this chapter. 

 

Most of the following material was gleaned from the Internet and due credit is given to the 

original source material upon which these articles are based. 

 

NASA’s Jet propulsion Laboratory Stardust Space Mission: 

The Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) of the California Institute of Technology may seem a 

very unlikely place to find the family surname of Marter, however, whilst ‘trawling’ through 

thousands of Internet pages referring to this surname, sure enough, the name appears not just 

once, but five times in the context of the National Aeronautics Space Administration (NASA) 

Stardust project!   

 

Stardust was the first US space mission dedicated solely to the exploration of a comet, and 

the first robotic mission designed to return extraterrestrial material from outside the orbit of 

the Moon. i  The Stardust spacecraft was launched on the 7th February 1999 from Cape 

Canaveral Air Station, Florida USA aboard a Delta II rocket with the primary goal of 

collecting comet dust and volatile carbon-based samples using a substance called aerogel.   

 

The collection of this material primarily took place during Stardust’s closest encounter with 

the comet Wild 2 (pronounced “Vilt 2”) and whilst the former was travelling at a relatively 

slow speed of 6 km/sec.  The Wild 2 comet is about 3.1 miles in diameter and its remarkably 

rugged surface shows: basins, pinnacles some 100 metres high, mesas, pit-halo craters, 

escarpments, cliffs and upturned ridges.   
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Fig 6-1  Composite Photograph of Comet Wild 2 ii 

 

The above, head-on photograph was taken during the close approach phase of Stardust's fly-

by.  Together, the series of images shows an intensely active surface, with dust and gas 

streams jetting into space, leaving a trail over a million kilometres in length. 

 

Additionally, the Stardust space craft captured samples of interstellar dust, including recently 

discovered dust streaming into the Solar System from the direction of the constellation 

Sagittarius.  It is thought that these materials are ancient, pre-solar interstellar grains from 

nebulae that include remnants from the formation of the Solar System some 4 to 6 billion 

years ago. 

 

All very interesting I hear you say, but what has this got to do with the name of Marter?  

Well, as part of a public outreach effort and to help promote interest in and awareness and 

support of the program, people were allowed to submit their names for storage on microchips 

which were to be placed in the Stardust space craft.  Over the period October to November 

1997 people could submit their names to this program to the Planetary Society via email, post 

card or through the Society’s web site home page.  A second period of collection ran from 

May to August 1998 via the Stardust program and the National Space Society web site home 

pages.  There are five Marter names that were submitted, and are on the microchips: 

 

 Ezra Budd MARTER (Sgt/Army) 

 MARTER  

 Duncan MARTER 

 Geneva MARTER 

 Willie MARTER 
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Over 1.36 million names were eventually stored on two silicon wafer microchips by electron 

beam lithography with one chip having 136,000 names on it and the other with over a million 

names downloaded into it.  Two sets of these microchips were produced, one set is 

continuing to orbit the Sun and the other set has been returned to Earth via the Stardust’s 

Sample Return Capsule and will probably be placed in a major museum such as the 

Smithsonian Air & Space Museum in Washington D.C.   

 

Monarchs of Marter Township, Ontario, Canada: 

If you were to look at even the best World Atlas on the market today and searched the index 

of place names for Marter Township, you would almost certainly be sorely disappointed.  If 

you were to search high and low for any historical references to a royal family that hailed 

from Marter Township, you would be undoubtedly frustrated.   

 

In fairness to you, I have to confess that the word “Monarch” in this instance refers to the 

Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus) which is perhaps the best known of all North 

American butterflies. 

 

Monarchs are especially noted for their lengthy annual migration and millions of these 

beautiful butterflies migrate southward from the Unites States and Canada towards their final 

destination of Mexico, starting in August and continuing until the first frost.  A northward 

migration takes place in the spring, making an incredible round journey of over 4,000 miles! 

 

 
Fig 6-2  Monarch Butterflies at their Winter home in Mexico iii 
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So, what is the connection between the Monarch butterfly and Marter Township?  The 

answer is that I found a reference to adult Monarchs being sighted at Marter Township on the 

6th June 2008, a “first sighted” event of the year that was reported in Journey North Field 

Notes thus: “Monarchs arrived in Marter Township, just outside Englehart, Ontario on Friday 

June 6, 2008... Summer is here!!” 1  This connection provides me with a nice lead-in to 

talking about Marter Township, a widely-dispersed, mainly farming community that is 

officially classified as an ‘unorganized township’ and which is situated in the District of 

Timiskaming, in the Province of Ontario, Canada.    

 

This brings me to the origins of the naming of Marter Township and the community of 

Marter itself.  My original source on Marter Township read as follows: 

 

MARTER, geographic township, Timiskaming District, 47° 54ʹN 79° 49ʹW 

Named for George F. Marter, MPP for Toronto North, 1894-98, Marter Township is 

located southeast of Kirkland Lake.  The communities of Marter and Wendigo Lake 

lie within the township. iv   

 

This is of course a secondary source and, hence the Canadian Board of Geographic Names 

(CBGN) was contacted to provide more detailed information on the naming of Marter 

Township and Marter community.  Their response is as follows: v 

Marter Township, Ontario 

The Township was surveyed in 1887 by A. Liven and subdivided in 1888 by O.L.S. B.A. Ludgate 

and was named after George F. Marter, MPP for Toronto N. 1894-98, MPP for Muskoka 1886-90 

according to Lands & Mines approval lists in 1905. We also note from the Internet that Marter was 

the former leader of the provincial Conservative Party in Ontario from 1894 to 1896. The name 

Marter Township was reaffirmed by the Canadian Board of Geographic Names (CBGN) on the 

31st December, 1962.  

 Marter, Ontario 

Marter post office opened on the 6th June, 1910 (Library and Archives Canada). The community 

of Marter appears on NTS maps 31B in 1922 and 21C in 1947. No origin of the name appears in 

our records but presumably it was named after the township in which it lies.  The name of the 

                                                
1  The sighting was at Longitude 47.82°N and Latitude 79.87°W and the observer was Sally Reinertson. Her 
Field Notes are written up on:  http://www.learner.org/cgi-bin/jnorth-jn-query-byday?1213103429 
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Marter community was reaffirmed by the Canadian Board of Geographic Names (CBGN) on the 

7th September 7, 1950.  

A third geographic feature called Marter Creek was also found to exist and the CBGN 

provided the following information at the same time: 

Marter Creek, Ontario 

A tributary to, and entering the Abitibi River located in the N.E. corner of Colquhoun 

Township. By A. Hills, Department of Lands & Forest, on the 6th November,1948. No origin of 

the name appears on file but the name Marter Creek was reaffirmed by the Canadian Board 

of Geographic Names (CBGN) on the 6th July, 1950 as the result of revision mapping taking 

place in the area.  

The term township is generally taken to mean the district or area associated with a town but 

in some instances, no actual town needs to be involved.  Originally, this was the case for 

Marter Township although there is a very small collection of buildings at a place on the map 

called Marter, but which would hardly constituted a town by the standards of today but at the 

time when Marter Township was designated as such, this was not the case. 

Most of Ontario, except for the very sparsely populated north, is sub-divided into 

geographical townships to facilitate land surveys, natural resource exploration, and tracking 

natural phenomena such as fires and tornados. vi   The method of defining the boundaries of 

Marter Township, and many other townships in Ontario, parallel that used in the Dominion 

Land Survey of Western Canada which delineates townships as being mostly 6 mile by  

6 mile and sub-divided into sections or concessions (1 mile by 1 mile) and then broken down 

further into lots.  Thus, Marter Township, which is an area of about 36 square miles, is 

centred on approximately 47° 53ʹ N and 79° 47ʹ W. 

 

Marter Township and its immediate neighbour to the north, Catherine Township, lie just 

south of the watershed between the Great Lake of Superior to the west and Hudson Bay to the 

east.  The region is drained mainly from north to south by the Misema and Blanche rivers 

which flow in the western sections of the townships, and by the Larder River which flows in 

the SE sections of Marter Township.  Topographic relief is rarely above 200 ft and is most 

pronounced where the Misema and Blanche rivers have deeply incised their courses into the 

overlying bedrock.  At the confluence of these two rivers are a number of falls which make 

up the Eighty Foot Falls and is the site of a small hydro-electric generating station.  Rolling 



A Blacksmith’s Tale 
 

140 

ridges of sand and gravel are prominent in the eastern sections of both townships, and most of 

the southern and central areas of Marter Township are underlain by thick glacial-alluvial 

deposits; see map below.  vii   

 

 
Fig 6-3  Ontario Department of Mines Geological Map 2043: Catharine and Marter 

Townships, Timiskaming District, Ontario, Canada 2 
                                                
2  The map title is: Ontario Department of Mines, Map 2043, Catharine and Marter Townships, Timiskaming 
District, Ontario, Canada with Geology by J. A. Grant, 1961.  Crown Copyright reserved by the Queen’s Printer 
for Ontario and printed with kind permission. 
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In terms of economic geology, Marter Township is the poor neighbour of Catharine 

Township with only 2 areas of past possible commercial interest: viii 

 

Sawka Allard (Lot12, Concession V – See Map):   This site is just upstream from the 

confluence of the Blanche and Misema rivers, having greenstone and iron formations, 

together with pyrite and jasper.   

 

Wojcieszn (Lots 11 & 12, Concessions IV & V – See Map):  This site is close to the 

corner lots at 80 Foot Falls where several pits and trenches had been dug and which 

had revealed quartz veins and mineralized pyrite and chalcopyrite.  Samples from one 

pit were reported to have been assayed at $3.80 and $1.40 in gold per ton (at 1963 

prices). 

 

However, Golden Dawn Minerals Inc. issued a summary report dated 18th March 1981 ix 

which covered the results of three short diamond drill holes that were drilled to test these old 

gold discoveries.  One drill hole intersected numerous bull quartz veins with no significant 

gold assays being returned.  The other two short holes which were drilled to explore a vein, 

above which an old timbered mine shaft remains, encountered a vein system that assayed at 

0.72 and 0.73 gm of gold per ton.   

 

The report’s conclusion about the area was that: “The early discoveries and subsequent 

intersection of new zones of mineralization are interesting from the perspective of potentially 

discovering additional occurrences” and recommended that “Ground follow-up, mapping and 

sampling to delineate drill targets should take place in 2008”.   

 

The previously-mentioned 80 Foot Falls is the site of the Misema Hydroelectric Plant, a 3.1 

kilowatt generator situated just upstream of the confluence of the Misema and Blanche rivers 

and some 10 km north of Englehart.  This small hydroelectric development forms part of the 

Renewable Energy Standard Offer Program (RESOP) run by the Ontario Power Authority 

with the actual site being operated by the Canadian Renewable Energy Corporation.   

 

Construction work on the project began in May 2002 and the plant was commissioned 11 

months later on the 8th April 2003.  The turbine runs under a head of water 42 metres high 

and the generator is housed in a reinforced concrete bunker-type powerhouse.   
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Fig 6-4  Upstream View of the Misema River, Marter Township, Ontario, Canada 

 

The output from this generator is run via a one kilometre long 44 kV line which ties into a 

Hydro One transmission line. 

 

 
Fig 6-5  The Misema Small Hydro Development Generating Station (plus cutaway view) 

Marter Township, Ontario, Canada 
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Hohe Marter – Nuremberg U-Bahn, Germany: x 

Nuremberg is a city in the German state of Bavaria and sits astride the Pegnitz River and the 

Rhine-Main-Danube Canal.  It has a population of just over half a million and in recent times 

is perhaps most infamously known for the Nazi Nuremberg rallies which took place between 

1927-1938 and the international tribunal Nuremberg Trials which were held between 1945 

and 1946. 

 

In much earlier times, however, namely from the 11th to 16th centuries, the city expanded and 

rose dramatically in importance due to its location on key trade routes.  It is often referred to 

as having been the ‘unofficial capital’ of the Holy Roman Emperor, particularly because 

Reichstage (Imperial Diets) and courts met at Nuremberg Castle. 

 

 
Fig 6-6  View of Nuremberg Castle and Surrounds, Nuremberg, Germany, 1493  xi 

 

Modern-day Nuremberg is conveniently located at the junction of several important 

Autobahn routes, has an airport which offers flights to most major German and European 

cities, and connecting flights worldwide.   

 

Nuremberg Hauptbahnhof is a stop for trains on the German long-distance railway network, 

including the Nuremberg-Ingolstadt-Munich high-Speed line with its operational speeds of 

300 km per hr. 
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Part of Nuremberg’s modern transport infrastructure is the U-Bahn, its underground metro 

train service, which has a total of 44 stations along its 21.5 miles of track.  One of these 

stations is called Hohe Marter which is situated on the U2 (Airport to Röthenbach) and U21 

(Röthenbach to Ziegelstein) lines (see map below).  

 

 
Fig 6-7  The Nuremberg U-Bahn as at 15th June 2008 

Hohe Marter is the 1st Station north of Röthenbach U2/U21 (SW corner of map) 
 

Many of the stations on the U2 line, particularly the newer ones, incorporate some interesting 

contemporary artistic design work.  For instance, Rathenauplatz has anamorphic tile mosaics 

of Walther Rathenau 3 and Theodor Herzl 4, whilst Rennweg sports some elegant and 

intricate works of graffiti.  Hohe Marter has a tile mosaic design depicting the Nuremberg 

broadcasting tower in a horizontal position. 

                                                
3  Rathenau was a German Jew and a very successful industrialist who was born in 1867 and founded the 
German conglomerate AEG.  
 
4  Herzl was a Hungarian Jew who was born in 1860 and is considered to be the founder of modern Zionism. 
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Fig 6-10  Hohe Marter Station – Nuremberg U2/U21 Metro Lines 

 

Martyr A. D. – Metalcore Band: 

When carrying out my world-wide web wanderings for Marter and Martyr ‘hits’, it came as a  

surprise to find that there was a metalcore band with the name of Martyr A.D.    

 

With the same ‘initials’ as myself, although with completely different meanings; ‘anno 

Domini’ as opposed to ‘Antony David’, and having overcome my initial feelings of ignorance 

because I had never heard of this genre of music, I consulted the Urban Dictionary from 

which I selected the following blended ‘definition’: xii 

 

Metalcore: A subgenre of music combining extreme metal and hardcore punk, the 

word being a portmanteau of the names of these two music types.  Metalcore has been 

around since the eighties, but not popularized until the mid-90s, with bands such as 

Unbroken, Earth Crisis, and Poison the Well.  Many bands use one singer for the 

more ‘melodious’ lines and the other, the lead singer performs much of the vocals and 

usually ‘screams’.   

 

The group formed in Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA in the early 2000s after the breakup of 

the band Disembodied and by the addition of two members of Holding On and split up, for 

unknown reasons, in April 2005.   

 

The last known line-up was: xiii Tara Anderson – Bass, Joel Johnson – Guitar (both ex-

Disembodied), Charlie Johnson – Guitar (Bastard Saint), Karl Hensel - Drums, and Andy 

Hart - Vocals (both ex-Holding On).  
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Fig 6-11  The Metalcore Band – Martyr A.D. xiv 

 
The ‘lyrical’ themes of the band were: Inner Struggles, Misanthropy, 5 and Society.  The band 

produced two albums: The Human Condition in 12 Fractions and On Earth As It Is In Hell. 

 
The Human Condition in 12 Fractions: 

Fig 6-12  Cover Album: (Ferret Music, 2001) xv 
 

 

On Earth As It Is In Hell: 
Fig 6-13  Cover Album:  (Victory Records, 2004)  xvi 

 
On the release announcement of the second Martyr A.D. album, Victory Records hyped thus:  
                                                
5  In this context, the meaning of misanthropy for the band is “bad temper and habits”. 
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“This is the sound of three years of discontent, dissatisfaction and corrosion of life 

and society around you. ..... they have turned that experience into a record that takes 

the emptiness, greed, and deception of this world, and turns it into a vitriolic mixture 

of aggression sorely needed in the music scene today.” xvii   

 

If you want to hear some of the band’s music I commend one of their YouTube video clips. 6  

Their music comes with a genuine health warning - you have been so-advised!  Annunzio 

Paolo Mantovani 7 would turn in his grave. 

 

The Martyr Islands, Georgian Bay, Lake Huron, Canada: 

If you studied Geography at high school you will know that Lake Huron is one of the five 

Great Lakes of North America.  If you were a ‘whiz’ with an atlas, or you are an expert on 

the watershed system of Canada, then you will have heard of Georgian Bay which forms an 

‘off-shoot’ at the north-east end of Lake Huron.   

 

 
Fig 6-12  The Great Lakes with Georgian Bay & Lake Huron  

in dark blue ‘off’ to the North-East  xviii 
 

Georgian Bay surface waters are almost as large as those of Lake Ontario with the former’s 

eastern shores being part of the southern edge of the Canadian Shield, the granite bedrock 
                                                
6   Martyr A.D. YouTube Video Clip:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBocCvNdfic 
 
7  An Anglo-Italian musical conductor and light orchestra-styled entertainer of the 1930s to the 1970s with a 
cascading strings musical signature.  By the time World War II broke out, his orchestra was one of the most 
popular in England, both on BBC radio broadcasts and in live performances. 
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which has been exposed after the retreat of the last Ice Age.  Along stretches of these exposed 

eastern coastal waters are literally thousands of small islands which have lead to them being 

collectively named the “Thirty Thousand Islands”. 

 

Even such knowledge as this would not make you aware that within these waters there is a 

small group of nine islands which form the Martyr Islands group located a short distance off 

the south-east tip of Sandy Island which is a few miles SW of the much larger Parry Island.   

 

 
Fig 6-13  View of Surrounds of the Martyr Islands, Georgian Bay, Lake Huron, Canada xix    

 

These islands, and thousands like them, are remarkable for the wonderful array of plants and 

animals found within such a confined habitat.  This is, in part, due to the mix of limestone 

and granitic soil varieties, the intermingling of wet and dry environments, and the crossing-

over of southern to more northern plant species.   

 

Fig 6-15 above shows a typical island view with banded metamorphic gneiss rocks in the 

foreground – the lighter bands being of feldspar, and the darker bands of amphibole and 

biotite. The shorelines are dominated by hardwood forests of the south transitioning into the 

mixed coniferous of the boreal Canadian Shield.   
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So, what constitutes the Martyr Islands?  There are six named islands in group which are 

privately owned.  From north to south they are: Harold Island, Lockwood Island, Helen’s 

Rest Island, Sherrynoll Island, Endymion Island, and Keats Island see Fig 6-16 below.  

 

The three unnamed small islands to the east of the main island group have been numbered as 

125C, 129C, and 128C by the Canadian Hydrographic Service. 

 

 
Fig 6-14  Hydrological Map c.1970 of Sandy Island & The Martyr Islands  xx 

(Not to be used for navigation) 
 

Henry Wolsey Bayfield’s surveys were carried out over the period 1816 to 1856 and charted 

the Great Lakes, the St Lawrence River and its Gulf, and the Maritime Provinces, a 

gargantuan task undertaken as part of the naval defence programme instigated after the  
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1812-14 war against the Americans.  Bayfield’s chart of Georgian Bay was remarkably 

detailed and remained the main chart for the area until Commander Boulton’s 1884-1893 

survey. xxi   

 

So, how did the Martyr Islands acquire their name?  Well, according to the Georgian Bay 

Association, “The six Martyr Islands, to the south-east of Sandy Island, are named for 

Charles Martyr who was associated with the Bayfield hydrographic survey of 1822 and not 

for the Huronia Jesuit martyrs.” xxii  

 

More specifically, Bayfield conferred names for all the geographical features in the Sandy 

Island area with names associated with William Edward Parry’s 1819 Arctic expedition: 

 

 
Fig 6-15  Sir William Edward Parry (1790-1855) - Arctic Explorer 

by Samuel Drummond (1765-1844)  © National Portrait Gallery, London  xxiii 
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Some examples of his naming are (White, 1913):  

 

Baker Group:  Capt. Baker  Captain of the “Tribune”, on which Parry  

      served in 1806 

Griper Bank:  HMS “Griper” One of Parry’s two vessels on his Arctic  

      Voyage, 1819-1820 

Martyr Islands: Charles Martyr Secretary to Admiral Parry when in Halifax, 

      Nova Scotia, 1815 

Parry Island:  Cmdr. Wm. E Parry Commander of the Arctic expedition while  

      Bayfield was surveying the Great Lakes 

Ross Point:  Cmdr. John Ross Commander of first Arctic expedition in 1818 

 

This is not quite the whole story in relation to Charles Martyr because although he was 

indeed Secretary to Admiral Parry when the former was based at Halifax, Nova Scotia prior 

to Bayfield’s Georgian Bay survey, he was also a Royal Navy Hospital Agent in 1817 when 

he married Margaret Day McLean in Pictou, Nova Scotia, and an Admiralty Shipping Agent 

for the region in August 1819 prior to his return to London, England later that same year.   

 

The early history of the Martyr Islands cannot be told without reference to Walter Lockwood 

Ingersoll Haight (1860-1935) and his family.  During the 1900s, Walter Haight, his family, 

and friends purchased the following Martyr Islands: Sandy Island, Ingersoll Island, and 

Gertrude Island.  It is of interest to note the sums paid to the Crown for the Martyr Islands: 
xxiv 

 

Helen’s Rest Island: $15 circa 1905 probably by Walter Lockwood Ingersoll Haight 

Sherrynoll Island: $25 in February 1905 by Arthur Beaumont Briggs 

Keats Island:  $35 in February 1905 by John Pearson Weeks 

Endymion Island: $30 in February 1905 by Edward Senkler Mackay 

Lockwood Island: $17 in July 1909 by Cora and Richard Mitchell 

Harold Island:  $10 in July 1909 by Annie Tasker 
 

Each of the islands has a story of its own to tell and there is much, much more that could be 

said about the enigmatic Sandy Island and the Martyr Islands than can legitimately be written 

about in this family history.  
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 I am eternally grateful to David Stager, the author of the wonderful monograph: Sandy 

Island and the Martyr Islands, Past, Present and Future for introducing me to this part of his 

world.  His book is a fitting testimony to the obviously deeply-held affection he harboured for 

these islands. 8 

 

Castlemartyr, Co. Cork, Ireland: 

My first acquaintance with the townland of Castlemartyr came as a result of searching on the 

National Library of Australia’s ‘Trove’ web site that has digitized all Australian Newspapers 

from 1803-1954 as well as books, photographs, journals, and much more.  The results of 

entry of “Martyr” into the search engine included the following story in The West Australian 

newspaper edition of Friday 13th February 1920: xxv 

 

“IRELAND 
THE CASTLEMARTYR RAID. 

        London, Fri. 10. 
    Two hundred armed men attacked the Castlemartyr police station, near Cork, 
 while five policeman were in the barracks.  Shots were exchanged but the raiders  
 gained admission to the barracks, took the police prisoners, and seized their  
 arms and ammunition.  One policeman was wounded, and is likely to lose an  
 eye.  The raiders also captured two policemen who were returning to the  
 barracks, and secured their arms.” 
 
A much more detailed and accurate account of this attack can be found on Cork’s War of 

Independence web site which tells the story of the Anglo-Irish War, focusing on events in 

Cork from 1918 until the truce in July 1921.   

 

The attack at Castlemartyr was carried out by the First (Cork City and Mid-Cork) Brigade 

and is related thus: xxvi 

 
“At the time the RIC barracks housed a garrison of eight men including Sergeants O'Brien 

and O'Sullivan.  Earlier that the day, Diarmuid O'Hurley, the officer commanding Midleton 

Company, IRA, learned that two of the Castlemartyr RIC men, Sergeant O'Brien and 

Constable Collins, were on duty at a fair in Midleton.”  

                                                
8  Sandy Island and Martyr Islands Past, Present and Future Revised and Expanded, by David Stager, Sandy Island, 
Georgian Bay, Summer 2008©.  Copies available from: Georgian Bay Land Trust, 1179 King Street West, Suite 
213, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M6K 2C5.  David Stager was an economics professor at the University of 
Toronto and the owner of a cottage on Sandy Island, before his untimely death in July 2009. 
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Fig 6-16  The old Royal Irish Constabulary Barracks at Castlemartyr, Co. Cork, Ireland  xxvii 
 

The Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) barracks was a strongly built building on the main street 

almost directly across from the Catholic church of St Joseph’s.   

 

“As part of his plan to capture the barracks, O'Hurley decided to capture them as they 
returned to Castlemartyr later in the evening.  In doing so he would improve his chances of 
success by weakening the garrison there by seizing the two men. 
 
About 5 o'clock, O'Brien and Collins were cycling homewards at Churchtown; they were 
suddenly blocked by a farm cart pushed through a gateway by volunteers under Tadhg 
Manley.   The RIC men had to jump from their bikes to save themselves from colliding with 
the cart. Behind the cart were two of the volunteers, who rushed them with revolvers drawn. 
The unarmed policemen were bundled into a nearby farmyard where they were blindfolded 
and handcuffed.  One of the volunteers rushed away to inform Diarmuid O'Hurley that 
O'Brien and Collins would be taking no part in the defence of the barrack. On his return he 
was left in charge of the two prisoners and his two colleagues moved off to Castlemartyr in 
the hope of arresting any RIC men found patrolling there, further reducing the strength of the 
garrison.  Constable Hanrahan, was pounced upon by the two volunteers as he emerged from 
the barracks about 7 pm, and held captive outside the town.  It was then discovered that 
Constable Hassett was in his house in the town, and that yet another constable was on leave. 
This meant that five members of the garrison were accounted for. 

 

Communication with O'Hurley in Midleton was now difficult for the two volunteers, as they 
had to watch the barrack and, at the same time, hold Constable Hanrahan. Furthermore, at 
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8 o'clock, one of them had to cut the telephone line to Castlemartyr exchange.  This was 
important, as Killeagh Aerodrome, with a strong military garrison, was less than three miles 
away.  
 
Meanwhile, the men of the Midleton Company detailed for the operation, having finished 
work for the day, set out about 7 pm, headed by Diarmuid O'Hurley.  On their way they 
picked up their two RIC prisoners at Churchtown and advanced to Castlemartyr.  
Disappointed when they did not find their two comrades in the vicinity of the RIC barrack, 
Diarmuid O'Hurley, thinking that something must have gone awry with the plans immediately 
knocked at the barrack door.  Constable Lee, sensing danger slightly opened the door which 
had a running chain on the inside.  He thrust his revolver through the opening and fired.  
O'Hurley got his own revolver through the opening also but it failed to fire, so he struck out at 
his opponent's head, injuring him with a blow of his revolver and, at the same time, snapping 
the chain with a powerful thrust of his foot.  In a moment O'Hurley and his men were in the 
building.  Sergeant O'Sullivan, realising the futility of resistance, surrendered, and the 
volunteers removed all the military equipment from the barracks and without further 
opposition.” 
 

The village of Castlemartyr is situated about 20 miles to the east of Cork, Co Cork and is a 

place of considerable historic interest with Bronze Age tumuli.  A very early 9 and interesting 

reference to the vicarage of Martre (Ballynamartra, Castle Martyr) in the diocese of Cloyne, 

relates to a John Martyn of Dysse, canon of Cloyne. xxviii 

 

‘Extension to 40 marks of the value of a benefice value of 25 marks with cure of souls 

of 18 without, reserved to him in the common or several gift of the abbot and convent 

of Bury St. Edmunds, seeing that by reason of the great taxations of the benefices in 

their gift the provision is not likely to profit him. On obtaining such, he is, as John 

offers, and was always provided by the former letters, to resign his vicarage of 

Martre.’ 

 

There are many references through the centuries of how the name of Castlemartyr developed 

from the 12th Century name of (de) Martre, to its present name.  The best chronology of the 

change is contained in the Placenames Database of Ireland, Archival Records, Government of 

Ireland - see Figs 6-17a, b and c below.  

                                                
9   The date of this record is of interest and is: ‘Regesta, Vol. CCLXXXVI, 1375, 8 Kal. April. Avingnon”.  The 
Kal. refers to the Roman calendar of Numa Pompilius, the second of the traditional kings of Rome, where the 
months were split into Kalendae, the first part of the month, Nonae, the day of the half moon, and Idus, the day 
of the full moon around the 13th or the 15th of the months.  So the date is the 8th day after Kal. The Avingnon, 
refers to the Papacy period of 1309-1376 when there were seven Popes who resided there during that period of 
time. 



A Blacksmith’s Tale 
 

155 

 
 

Fig 6-17a  The Development of the Name of Castlemartyr from 12th to late-17th Century. xxix 
The Irish Name for Castlemartyr is Baile na Martra 
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Fig 6-17b  The Development of the Name of Castlemartyr from late-16th to mid-17th Century 
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During the period 1584-1656 the name evolves from: Martyrstone, Marterstowne, 

Ballenemartirye, Ballynmartyr, Ballymartir, Ballenmartire, Baile na Martra, Ballymarter, to 

Ballyne Martery.  The inclusion of the word “bally” and its derivatives in the town’s name 

comes from an Anglicised version of the Irish word baile which means homestead or 

settlement.  Finally, in 1811, the name of Castlemartyr makes an appearance. 

 

 
Fig 6-17c  The Development of the Name of Castlemartyr from mid-17th to mid-19th Century 
 

A detailed history of Castlemartyr is contained in the lecture notes of a talk given by Padraig 

Ó Maidín in 1971 to the Irish Countrywomen’s Association of Castlemartyr.   

 

He also wrote an article for the Cork Examiner entitled, To-day July 28 - A Charter for 

Castlemartyr, on the 28th July 1969, almost 300 years to the day after the inhabitants of 

Castlemartyr were incorporated by charter of King Charles II, granted to Roger Boyle, Earl of 

Orrery.   

 

This article is reproduced below in full. xxx 
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Fig 6-18  Cork Examiner Article, To-day July 28 – A Charter for Castlemartyr, of 28th July 

1969, Column 1 Above & Column 2 Below  © Padraig Ó Maidín 
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The town also boasts a ruined castle which was probably built in about 1443 by the Earl of 

Desmond when he was given government of County Cork. xxxi  The arrival of Anglo-

Normans in Cork changed the way of life for local communities by effectively ending the 

influence of the Gaelic chieftains in Ireland.  The Normans developed a feudal village or vill 

which eventually became the present-day Castlemartyr.  Castlemartyr castle has a long 

history associated with the Fitzgeralds and the Boyles through the 15th and 17th centuries but 

the castle was badly damaged during the Williamite Wars of 1688-89, after which it ceased to 

be used as a residence.   

 

 
Fig 6-19  The ruined Castle at Castlemartyr, Co, Cork, Ireland (1443 -1691) 

 

Finally, in 1691 the castle was left in ruins.  Today, the castle and the country manor house 

that was built in the 17th Century, forms part of Castlemartyr Resort which provides a 5-star 

rating facility for residents on the estate. 

 

 
Fig 6-20  Castlemartyr Resort –  Setting Ancient and Seating Modern xxxii 
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Martyr Worthy, Hampshire, England: 

Thus states The National Gazetteer of Great Britain and Ireland of 1868:   

 

“Martyr Worthy is a parish in the hundred of Fawley, Winchester division of the 

county of Hants, 4 miles E. of Winchester, its post town, and 4 ½ miles S.W. of 

Alresford.  The village, which is small, is situated on the Winchester and Arlesford 

road, near the river Itchen, and is wholly agricultural.  The living is a rectory in the 

diocese of Winchester; value £343, in the patronage of the bishop.” 

The origin of the place name of Worthy is generally agreed as having evolved from the Old 

English worðig, a derivative of worð which means an enclosure, curtilage, but it is not clear 

why this name should be applied to a small habitation.  There are several entries relating to 

land at Worthy in Anglo-Saxon charters; however, there are five Worthies in Hampshire, all 

in close proximity.  The ‘land at Worthy’ mentioned in a grant made by King Egbert to the 

monastery of St. Peter and St. Paul at Winchester is probably that of present-day Martyr 

Worthy since the boundaries mentioned are: Igtun, possibly Avington), Easton, and the high 

road to Arlesford and, of all the Worthies, Martyr Worthy lay nearest to these three places. 

The four parishes of Headbourne, King’s Worthy, Abbott’s Worthy, and Martyr Worthy 

stand as a ‘block’ on the right bank of the River Itchen.  An Anglo-Saxon document of 

c.955/958 refers to ‘the two Worthys’ so there must have been at least two separate manors or 

settlements at that time, both being probably called ‘Wordig’. xxxiii   

However, in Great Domesday Book, which was commissioned January 1086 and a draft 

completed by August of the same year, these areas are each named ‘Ordie’ even though they 

each have different assessments. xxxiv  This almost certainly means that at some date prior to 

c.955/958 that these four areas formed part of a single estate.  The entry for the Martyr 

Worthy ‘Ordie’ is shown below together with the translation for the entry: 

 

 
Fig 6-21  Great Domesday Book Entry for the Martyr Worthy ‘Ordie’ 
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“The bishop himself holds ORDIE. It always belonged to the monastery. 

TRE 10, as now, it was assessed as 3 hides. 11  There is land for 4 ploughs. 

In demesne 12 there are 3 ploughs; and 7 villans 13 and 9 bordars 14 with 1 

plough. There is a church, and 7 slaves, and a mill rendering 25s, and 6 acres 

of meadow. TRE, as now, worth 8l; when received, 6l.” 

 

In the Pipe Rolls of Hampshire dated 1157-1270, 15 these three ‘Worthy’ place names were 

given as: Hydeburne Worthy (Headbourne Worthy), Chinges Ordia (King’s Worthy), and 

Wordia le Martre (Martyr Worthy).  In the Episcopal Registers of 1243, Wurdia la Martre is 

mentioned as being held by Henrycus la Martre in 1201.  In 1205, a Papal Bull granted the 

manor to St. Swithun’s Priory, Winchester, whose possession was confirmed in 1285. xxxv  

 

 The second mention of a church at Martyr Worthy is in 1251, when a John le Martre 

conveyed the advowson 16 of Martyr Worthy to the priory and convent of St. Swithun’s. xxxvi   

 

For a more detailed read on the many, many interesting archaeological and historical sites to 

be found in Martyr Worthy, there is an excellent booklet entitled: Martyr Worthy and its 

Church St Swithun’s, 2nd Edition revised and published in 1990 by St Swithun’s Parochial 

Church Council, and also, the Hampshire Treasures, Volume 1, which is available on-line. 
xxxvii 

                                                
10   TRE stands for: tempora regis Eduardis which means in the time of King Edward the Confessor and, by 
implication, when all the realm was legally correct and ownership would have been rightfully secured. 
 
11   From the Saxon word hida, a measurement of land for tax assessment purposes of about 120 acres in extent. 
The term was used outside Danelaw counties. 
 
12   Demesne is the area under the control or ownership of the lord master of the household or manor. 
 
13   A villan, also known as villein, was a feudal tenant holding a menial service position, often as a tenant 
farmer who was legally tied to the land he worked on.  Modern-day terminology would refer to a villager. 
 
14   A bordar, in the social hierarchy of the manorial system, was a cottager ranked below a serf who held a 
cottage or garden and just enough land to feed a family. Modern-day terminology would refer to a smallholder. 
 
15  The Pipe rolls, sometimes called the Great rolls are a collection of financial records maintained by the 
English Exchequer or Treasury. The earliest rolls date from the 12th century and form the oldest continuous 
series of records kept by the English government, covering a span of about 700 years. 
 
16  An advowson is the right in English Law of a patron to present or appoint a nominee to a vacant 
ecclesiastical benefit or church living, a process known as presentation.  In effect this means the right to 
nominate a person to hold a church office in a parish. 
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Fig 6-22  St. Swithun’s Church, Martyr Worthy, Winchester, Hampshire 17 

 

There is, in some quarters, speculation that the name Worthy could derive from the Saxon 

word ‘Worth-ig’, meaning ‘curtilage island’ as there are many sizeable braided islands that 

have formed in the reaches of the River Itchen and which can form complex habitats for fish.   

 

In a braided river system there are many types of channel of different depths and strengths of 

current.  Some channels form blind arms, or only flow seasonally.  During periods of high 

flow such blind arms form refuges for adult fish and nursery areas for the young.  In rivers 

where floodplains are artificially suppressed they take on an even greater significance as 

spawning areas and nurseries for some species.  The major channels which form often have 

deep pools that serve as dry season refuges for larger species and the braided islands have 

point bars at their lower, depositional ends that form quiet areas for spawning and act as 

nurseries for young fish.   

This, cunningly, brings me to my next subject matter – “You should have been here last 

Thursday”.  But, what am I going on about?  This remark is one often given by an earlier 

arrived fisherman, in response to a much more recent arrival, at a river bank when the latter is 

enquiring about the state of day’s fishing so far.  The phrase is also the title of a wonderful 

book written by Ron Holloway, a professional riverkeeper and an acknowledged expert in the 

chalk stream management for brown trout.   

                                                
17  The original church at Martyr Worthy is mentioned in Great Domesday Book.  The nave dates from circa 
1140-50 and the north and south doors are thought to be original, with the north doorway being more richly 
treated than the south door, which is the one visible in the photograph.  
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Fig 6-23  The Front Cover of Ron Holloway’s Book 
© Barry Mann Photography  xxxviii 

 
One of the many fascinating facts contained in Ron’s book concerns a description of the 

River Itchen as it is today.  “The River Itchen is not one stream but two, three or even more 

separate channels at times running almost parallel to each other.  The River Itchen’s banks 

are entirely man-made and the configuration of the water system is artificial”.  So, harking 

back to the Saxon word ‘Worth-ig’ mentioned earlier, could this offer evidence that might 

challenge the currently accepted origin of the naming of the “Worthy” in Martyr Worthy?  

Well, not really, because the modes of formation are mutually exclusive, the former being 

produced by nature and the latter being created by mans’ endeavours. 
 

 
Fig 6-24  River Itchen in Summer at Martyr Worthy, Winchester, Hampshire xxxix 

© Philip H Mitchell 2011 
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Ron Holloway’s book is beautifully crafted and tells the fascinating story of his life and how 

he nurtured his life-long ambition of becoming a river keeper on the Rivers Test or Itchen.   

Eventually, he did become the river keeper on the self-sustaining wild brown trout beats of 

the Upper Itchen at Martyr Worthy and which he managed for 30 years, finally retiring to 

pastures new in the Scottish Borders in 2002. 

The book is a wonderful legacy to his time on the river and regales stories from the distant 

and recent past on country skills and river management as they relate to wild trout streams.  

Many of these ancient, traditional skills are rapidly becoming just memories of a rare breed of 

river keepers and only being kept ‘alive’ by a diminishing number of people like Ron.  The 

book is ‘told in an entertaining, anecdotal, and humorous way’ and I found it a privilege and 

a pleasure to read from cover to cover. 

 

Ron’s book is only the second book I have read associated with the subject of fishing, the 

first being the famously infamous Fly Fishing by J. R. Hartley.  The latter book was inspired 

as a result of an outrageously popular British television advertisement aired in 1983 by the 

commercial telephone directory company, Yellow Pages.  The advertisement is one of the 

most iconic, popular, and memorable ever broadcast in Britain.  It starts with an elderly man 

asking in several real second-hand book shops for a copy of “Fly Fishing by J. R. Hartley"; 

however, all his visits are fruitless.   

 

The following scene depicts him at home looking dejected and being handed a copy of 

Yellow Pages by his daughter.  Finally, at the end of a series of telephone conversations from 

home, it transpires that he has found a shop that has a copy of the book and, looking 

delighted, he requests that it be kept for him.  The closing scene has him responding at a slow 

dictation speed to the book seller’s question: “My name? Oh, yes, it's J R Hartley.”  The 

advertisement then fades out showing a copy of Yellow Pages.   

 

The existence of the book Fly Fishing by J. R. Hartley was a complete fabrication at that 

point in time.  But the advertisement, showing the book’s ‘author’ trying to obtain a copy of 

his own [out of print] book gained such cult status to the extent that a real author, Michael 

Russell, who had published a book on fly fishing in 1991, re-published his own book with 

great success under the pseudonym J. R. Hartley and with the title of: Fly Fishing: Memories 

of Angling Days.  A fisherman’s story even the best of anglers probably could not better!   
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To give a little perspective to Martyr Worthy and its surrounds from later years, it should be 

noted that the village was enclosed by informal means by 1840.  The line sketch below  
 

 

Fig 6-25  Sketch Map of the Parish of Martyr Worthy, Winchester, Hampshire dated 1811 18
 

 

shows an almost fully-enclosed landscape with no commons which indicates that the 

enclosure process was a protracted one.  Some of the enclosure boundaries exhibit 

meandering thus clearly indicating that open field furlong divisions had been used to divide 

up the land.  These enclosures are typical of the late 16th or early 17th Century, whereas in 

areas south of the King’s Worthy to Alresford road, the enclosures are straight and formal, 

more typical of the late 18th or early 19th Century. xl 

                                                
18   The Sketch of the Parish of Martyr Worthy, Hants, by H. C. Wright No. 10 Charles St, St James’s Square 
London”.  Map reproduced by kind permission of the Hampshire Record Office, Winchester, England.  Sketch 
map document reference: 37M72/P2. 
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Marter - aka Masateru Yamauchi: 

This will be my second foray into the world of unusual music because Masateru Yamauchi, 

who has adopted the pseudonym of Marter, is one of the relatively new school of Japanese 

electronic music producers who are creating a distinctive, uplifting, and melodic Japanese 

sound.  Yamauchi is part of this music scene but he produces what is described as “more UK 

drum and beats influenced by his distinctive vocal style.”   

 
 

Fig 6-26  Masateru Yamauchi aka Marter - Performing on Stage in Berlin in 2009 xli  
 

Masateru Yamauchi was born in Tokyo, Japan until he moved to Los Angeles, California, 

USA when he was 14 years old.  He attended Berklee College of Music, Boston to study 

music before returning to Japan after graduation to commence his career in music. Following 

further research, I managed to locate, listen and watch one of his unusual and somewhat 

bizarre, yet fascinating, offerings.  The reason I wanted to follow-up on his work was that one 

of his pieces is entitled Black Hole, the latter being an astronomical object of great interest to 

me.  So I watched and listened to this rendering, which is a ghost track from Marter’s latest 

album, Finding & Searching produced by JazzySport in 2012. 

 

 
Fig 6-27  Still from Music Video Black Hole from Album Finding & Searching 19 

                                                
19  The full music video, which lasts just over 5 minutes, can be seen at:  Marter - Black Hole directed by Maria 
Pia Fanigliulo on Vimeo . This still photograph from the video is reproduced here by kind permission. 
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Marter Paranormal: 

When I first came across this web site whilst looking for ‘lost’ relatives, I just knew that I had 

to investigate further in the hope that the people behind the venture were actually MARTERs 

by name!  When I arrived at the web home page which championed: “Welcome to Marter 

Paranormal Research Team – Honesty, Integrity, Respect, and Teamwork”, my hopes were 

still high that I might find some distant American relatives.  The site went on to say that the 

team is “Located in the Metro Detroit area and serving all Southern Michigan”. 20 

 

The founding members of the team were Teri and Mark who, after spending a vacation in 

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, USA, and after visiting the Jeannie Wade house “for fun”, decided 

that they were committed paranormal believers.  At this point I have to admit that my interest 

waned dramatically since the name of MARTER was not a familial name but one made up of 

the first three letters of Mark and Teri’s first names thus: MARk TERi.   What a 

disappointment!   Although I did continue to pay the site some “respect”, any further 

genealogical interest was not going to be rewarded. 

 

Marter Armament Company: 

When I first found this startlingly open ‘advert’ on the web I have to admit to being rather 

excited, as well as intrigued, that maybe I had a relative involved in a very unusual 

occupation, and notable absentee, from the hundreds of MARTER and MARTYR individuals 

researched thus far!  With nervous anticipation I progressed further with my investigations.  

The company has its own flag (see below) and the web page provides two paragraphs 

explaining the history of the company and why you should purchase firearms from them. 21
 

 

 
 

Fig 6-28  The Marter Armament Company Flag  

                                                
20   The web page for Marter Paranormal:  http://www.marterparanormal.com/page2.php 
 
21   The web page for Marter Armament Company is at:  
http://forum.nationstates.net/viewtopic.php?f=6&t=181988 
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An extract from the first paragraph, complete with appalling spelling errors, is shown below: 

 

"Making Quality Fire Arms since 1923."  History of Marter Armarments 
This Company was established by Sir Marter Zim, in 1923. During Deneager's fight for idpendence. 
Marter Armarments provided te restance with the highest quality firearms. 

 

At this point I quickly realized that this was not a real company but a fictitious one. 

Nonetheless, it intrigued me as to what this ‘company’ was all about.  The revelation of the 

truth was very close to hand in the form of a small, two-inch square computer graphic, which 

was positioned at the top left hand corner of the web page, and which showed a woman’s 

green eye with a barcode tattoo under the lower eyelid!  Associated with the graphic were the 

words: 

“by Max Barry 
JENNIFER GOVERNMENT”    

 
Maybe the company origin is contained in this book?  Jennifer Government turns out to be a 

written by Max Barry in which his ‘take’ is that:  

 
“The world is run by American corporations; there are no taxes; employees take the last names of the 
companies they work for; the Police and the NRA are publicly-traded security firms; the government 
can only investigate crimes it can bill for. 

Hack Nike is a Merchandising Officer who discovers an all-new way to sell sneakers. Buy Mitsui is a 
stockbroker with a death-wish. Billy NRA is finding out that life in a private army isn't all snappy 
uniforms and code names. And Jennifer Government, a legendary agent with a barcode tattoo, is a 
consumer watchdog with a gun.” 

 

Fig 6-29  Front Cover of Max Barry’s book Jennifer Government xlii 
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Max Barry subsequently developed an on-line simulation game entitled NationStates in 

which participants can create a nation according to their own particular political ideals or 

fantasies.  By now you have probably ‘twigged’ the origin of the Marter Company.  Yes, it 

was created as part of this simulation game.  So, no MARTER gun-runners or gun-slingers 

I’m afraid! 

Just to close the loop I actually joined NationStates and sent a ‘telegram’ to the game player 

who owned the Marter Armament Company, and who goes by the name of ‘Emperor 

Timothy Zimitsch of the United Empire of Deneager’.  I asked him about the origins of the 

name of Marter in his armament ‘company’, to which he responded: 

“I am sorry to tell you that it just happened that way. I was trying to spell Martyr 
and I didn't have spell check so that is way (sic) it ended up.” 
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