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Chapter 1 

Guildford, Surrey, England 
 
Other People’s Research: 

As previously intimated, I could have started off with a family which had solid records from 

which an extraction technique could have saved me much time and trouble in formulating the 

history of this branch of the family.  However, the research carried out by others, which I had 

initially used as the basis for my own research into the MARTARs, MARTIRs, MARTERs and 

MARTYRs of Guildford, has proved to be inaccurate and, in some cases, very misleading.  

These problems did not manifest themselves until some years into my family history travails but 

when they did, it stopped me in my tracks for quite some time whilst having to re-arrange two 

family trees.   

 

Family Tree Document entitled “MARTYR, MARTAR, MARTER or MARTIR”: 

At some time around 2006, a copy of a document entitled “MARTYR, MARTAR, MARTER or 

MARTIR” came into my possession.  This ‘tree’ comprised three pages of tightly, type-written 

notes serially numbered, by person, from 1 through to 31.  Despite the fact that there is a number 

of errors in the script, including many typographical ones, the notes are worth reproducing in 

part here as it lays the foundation stone of that which follows. 

 

“MARTYR, MARTAR, MARTER or MARTIR 

1.  Guillelmus le Martre came from Flanders about 1360, A.D. his son is 

2.  Johannes, born circa 1360 died 1427 his son is, 

3.  Willelmus, born 1338 died in 1450 his son is, 

4.  William born 1415 died 1457 his sonne is, 

5.  William le Martre, born 1448 who had a sonne 

5 (sic). Willelmus Marter, born 1480 Mayor of Guildford in Surrey 1538 and 1545  

  Married Joan who died January 1545-6 

 5.  had a second sonne John Martar, whose sonne William had a sonne William 

 born 1541, died 21 Oct. 1621 and his wife died 6th Dec. 1623 by her he had three 
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 sonnes (sic) Elizabeth born June 1582 died 23rd August 1584, Susan born 6 Aug. 

 1584 John born June 1592 

 6.  had two sonnes and one daughter whose names are here followeth. 

7.  William Marter, born 1503 married Agnes Barnard 29 April 1546 she died 17 Jul.  

1577.  He was mayor of Guildford 1553 and died in Oct. 1565.  His brother hys name 

8.  was Philip Martar born 1505 died 15 Mar 1596-7 married Joan Lawrence 5 Feb 1541 

she died Jan 1551 hys sister is Alice born 1510 who married Master Christopher Tisburge 

23 Sep. 1547. 

8. had a sonne John Martir born 1542 died 1567 married Mistress Joan Burchall 

15th Aug 1563 and by her had issue i.  William born May 1564 died July 1565 ii. 

Joan born March 1565  iii. Mabel born 1566 iv Jane b 1567. 

9.  7. Had three sonnes; Charles Martir born Dec. 1549 died 1602 married Ellen   

Stoughton of Stoke Place by Guildford in 1579.  She died 21 July 1597. 

10.  William born Jan. 1553 died Oct. 1621 married 4 Oct 1579 Mistress Susan West who 

died 17 Jan 1601 and John born 1554 died June 1567. 

10.  he had two daughters and one sonne.  Ellin born 1579 died 11 Aug. 1610. 

Joan born Oct. 1599 died 25 Sep. 1612 and William born 1600 died 2nd Aug. 

1619. 

9.  he hadd two daughters and two sonnes.  Agnes Marter born Aug. 1580 married 

Walter Tickner 26 April. 1596.  Emma born June 1582. 

11. Elizabeth born July 1584 died 17th May 1593 Charles born 9th March 1587 married 

mistress Catherine More of Loseley Manor House, by Guildford.  Joan born May 1589 

12.  Thomas born Oct. 1591. Of these 

12 he had a sonne John Marter born 1625 whych married Judith who died 17 Nov 

1669.  The coat of arms of the family at thys time Argent a fess and a chief azure, 

crest, a cubit arm vested azure cuffed argent, grasping in the hand a cross-crosslet 

fitchee gules, with motto Postulo mea iusta. 

13.  11. Had (sic) a sonne John Marter born 1621 Mayor of Guildford, 1667, 1672 1677 

1682 & 1692 a Magistrate of the County of Surrey married Mistress Janet Austin.  Had 

also Francis Marter b 1625 who had a daughter Mary Marter born Jan 1671 ???? ?? ??? 

?6?2 [author’s note: possibly reads “died ?? ??? 1672”] 
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14.  13. Had a sonne John Martyr born 1646 died 1705 and married Eleanor Style of 

Beckenham of the Lords of that Manor in 1670.  14.  Had 3 sonnes John Marter born 7 

Sept. 1672 died 20 Nov. 1682. 

15.  Richard Martyr b. 1675 married Mistress Lyndon and Thomas born 14 Oct. 1676 

died Feb 22 1677.  The coat of arms is changed, your ancestor helpt the late King Charles 

I of Sacred memorie in hys escape from the Isle of Wight wh. King gave him three 

narcissus flowers as a tiken saying such was all a falln Kinge had left to give soe at the 

glorious Restoration the Royal Herald has as an Honourable Augmentation caused to be 

charged the Shield of Arms in Chief with three cinquefoils or narcissus flowers argent.  

Bear ye then them welle. 

16.  15 had two sonnes.  John Martyr born 1710 married Elizabeth Futter who died 15 

May 1791.  His house is No. 25 at Guildeford, High Street a well dight house.  In 1730 

was in hys possession the Heart of the hollie Peter de Rupibus Lord Bishop of 

Winchester.  He died May 1781  Thomas Richard Martyr of Tulworth Court, Long 

Ditton, married Catherine who died 1747 (sic) aged 82 years where she is buried.  Of 

your ancestors 2, 3 and 4 married noble ladies of the Equestrian houses of Testard, Picard 

and de Warren. 

17.  16 had two sone John born 24th April 1751 Mayor of Guildford in 1792 and 1801 

also 1809 and 1817. Died 14 Oct. 1843 married Sarah Cleaver of Hayes in Kent.  Was 

senior Bencher of the Hon. Soc. of the Middle Temple and a Magistrate for the County of 

Surrey.  Buried in the Church of the Holy Trinity, Guildford where there is a tabled (sic - 

tablet) to his memory.  He had a son John Martyr 1 born 1785 m 14.5.1808 Ann Chitty.   

He died 18 Nov. 1811 and buried in St. Alfege’s Church Greenwich 2.  17 also had a 

daughter Frances Jemima b 1790 d 11 Jan. 1820 married Francis Scurray Esq. of Elstead. 

                                                
1   This is an error in the family tree.  John MARTYR (1778-1854) was in fact from Horsell, Surrey and after his 
marriage on the 14th May 1808 to Ann Mary CHITTY (1789-1859), the couple returned to Horsell where their first 
child, John Martyr, was baptized on the 19th February 1809.  This MARTER/MARTYR line will be discussed in 
Chapter 6 of this volume. 
 
2   This entry may also be incorrect based upon the three Public Member Family Trees of Anderson, Waghorn and 
swalker1 published on Ancestry.com all referring to a John MARTYR’s birth, which is given as the 18th November 
1811 and his death, which is given as the 19th November 1811.  Unfortunately, there are no source references given 
which might substantiate these events.  The parent’s names on these family trees are given as Joseph MARTYR 
(1773-1813) and Catherine Jane COBHAM (1773-1856) which is entirely credible since they had eight previous 
children, the last of whom was born in 1810.  On balance, I have accepted this data as being reliable. 
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18.  16 had laso (sic) a son Richard Martyr 3 of Crooms Hill, Greenwich, Kent, Esq. b 

1752 married Elizabeth who d 19 Jan 1831 Richard died October 1815.”  

 

Although it is not known who produced this script, I suspect that it formed part of the original 

work carried out by either a genealogical researcher for James Graham de Garlieb MARTYR or 

by himself.  Alan Bolton suggests that the script was written in about 1959 which seems about 

right.  The work must have involved access to some old source references because the language 

used is archaic.  For example, the use of the following words: “sonne” for son, “hys” for his, 

“followeth” for follows, “hadd” for had, “thys” for this, “yiten” for token, “soe” for so, “helpt” 

for helped, “memorie” for memory, and “dight” for delight, all point in that direction; however, 

the author of that work, as opposed to this work, is likely to remain a mystery!  

 

Returning to the entries for 1 to 18 for a moment, in the context of trying to confirm the family 

tree constructed from these notes, I searched very thoroughly through the Guildford parish 

records of baptisms, marriages and burials for MARTIR/MARTAR/MARTER and MARTYR 

events as contained in the Church of the Latter-day Saints’ IGI, and the West Surrey Family 

History Society’s CD collection as follows: 

 

 Surrey Baptisms Not in the IGI, 3rd Edition, CD-15, 2009 

Surrey Marriages to 1837, CD-2, 2010 

The Guildford Collection, CD-8, 2005 

Surrey Burials Index in Non-Metropolitan Surrey, 2nd Edition, CD-10, 2009 

An Index of Burials in Metropolitan Surrey, CD-18, 2010 

 

For notes 1-5 inclusive there were no matching records to the events contained in the notes.  This 

was not surprising since the parish records for the Guildford parishes of Holy Trinity, St Mary, 

and Stoke-next-Guildford are only available from 1540 onwards.  The higher numbered notes 

had varying degrees of agreement with my own research and the assignment of some records to a 
                                                
3   This is another error in the family ‘tree’. Whilst this Richard MARTYR (1749-1815) was indeed part of the 
Greenwich, Kent MARTYR line and did live in Croom’s Hill, his family line was through Effingham - Greenwich 
rather than through Guildford-Greenwich.  Indeed, all the entries from 18-31 in this ‘tree’ refer to this Effingham-
Greenwich line which will be discussed later on in Chapter 3 of this volume. In fact, Frances Jemima MARTYR 
(1790-1821) was an only child. The rest of this tree will be discussed in Chapter 3 of this volume. 
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specific family is sometimes open to ‘interpretation’.  Of interest was the interchangeable nature 

of the surnames of MARTER, MARTIR and MARTAR in some of the earliest records, for the 

same person.  On balance, I am content to accept the family tree from 5(sic) onwards as being at 

least partially correct but would need more evidence to accept those 1-5 notes which are in part 

referred to in note 16 as “Of your ancestors 2, 3 and 4 married noble ladies of the Equestrian 

house of Testard, Picard and de Warren”.  Some of the later notes are also considered to be open 

to question unless further evidence is forthcoming. 

 

The Family History compiled by Alan BOLTON: 

I have mentioned Alan Bolton’s work in Volume I in which he carried out much detailed work 

on his own lineage i which is intricately linked to that of the MARTERs of Effingham and the 

MARTYRs of Greenwich (see Chapter 3 of this volume).   However, unlike James Graham de 

Garlieb MARTYR, Bolton has correctly decoupled the direct Guildford MARTYR lineage from 

that of his own but has posited that there are some lineage links between the MARTERs of 

Effingham and the Guildford MARTYRs but without sufficiently clear-cut supporting evidence 

for those connections.   

 

There are many charts that Bolton compiled which form a wonderful adjunct to his family 

history but, for the purposes of this Guildford MARTYR lineage investigation, I shall refer only 

to the following which are all dated Jan 1989: 

 

Chart 3: MARTYRs of SURREY – The Guildford Family Tree 
Chart 3A: THE GUILDFORD FAMILY TREE (as deposited in the Guildford  
  Record Office) [author’s note - now the Surrey History Centre] 
Chart 4A: The Guildford Martyr Family Tree (Contd) From Local Govt History  
  Dept Guildford 
Chart 27: MARTYRs of Guildford 
Chart 28: MARTYRs of EFFINGHAM 

 

Chart 3 MARTYRs of SURREY – The Guildford Family Tree: 

This tree is based upon the previously discussed MARTYR, MARTAR, MARTER or MARTIR 

document on pages 1-3 of this chapter but adds a second marriage of William MARTER [note 7] 



A Blacksmith’s Tale 
 

6 
 

to a Mary LEE on the 22nd September 1577, after the death of his 1st wife, Agnes BARNARD on 

the 17th July 1577.   

 
Fig 1-1  Alan Bolton’s Chart 3 - MARTYRs of SURREY 

The GUILDFORD FAMILY TREE ii 
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I have been unable to find any marriage of a William MARTER or any MARTER surname 

spelling variants, to a Mary LEE but there is a marriage of a William MARTER to an Emme 

(sic) LEE at Effingham, Surrey on the 22nd September 1577.  Bolton’s Chart 3 above incorrectly 

gives the marriage of William MARTER to Agnes BARNARD as 29th April 1545 instead of the 

29th April 1546.   

 

There is, in my opinion another error in the chart where a son, John Martir, who was born in 

1542 to:  

“Phillip Martar b.1505 m. Joan Lawrence 5.2.1541 who d. Jan 1551” 
 
who married Joan BIRCHILL [author’s note – my research shows Joan’s surname as 

BURCHALL] on the 15th August 1563.  The will of this John MARTIR, but named as John 

MARTER, Clothier of Guildford, Surrey, iii was proven on the 7th February 1568 and contains 

specific references to the following family members: 

 

 “Agnes Burchall my sister” [in-law], “Mabell Marter my daughter” 

“William Marter my father deceased” and “Agnes Marter widowe my mother”, 

“Johan (sic – could be either daughter Jean or Jane) Marter my daughter”.   

 

Taking all this into account and the fact that one of the witnesses to the signature of the original 

will was John BURCHALL, makes for compelling evidence to transfer this John MARTIR 

across and combine with the son of William MARTER and Agnes BARNARD as follows: 

 
“John Marter b.1554 d.1567” 

 

This chart also suggests that “Though unproven at January 1988, our ancestors are most 

probably the LE MARTREs of the Isle of Wight, leading to the LE MARTREs of 

GUILDFORD and the NORMAN Families as shown below ...”  My own research in Volume 

I, Chapter 1 (pages 20-24) confirms that there was not only a very early le MARTRE presence 

on the Isle of Wight but also in other areas including: Gloucestershire and mainland Hampshire, 

England, but also in Dublin and Castlemartyr, Ireland.  Given the close proximity of Hampshire 
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to Surrey it seems likely, but not certain, that Bolton’s assumption about the Isle of Wight being 

the ‘home’ of the le MARTREs in Norman times is probably correct. 

 

Chart 27: MARTYRs of GUILDFORD:  

The error in the top paragraph of this page is perpetuated in Chart 27 where Bolton has: 

 

  “William Marter, b. 1503, m. (1) Agnes Barnard 29.4.1545 
          She d. 17.7.1577 m. (2) Mary Lee 22.9.1577 

    Mayor of Guildford 1553 
            In xiii year of Eliz.  Grant of vines in Gt Bookham” 

 
There are seven marriages which are detailed in this chart for which I have found no 

corroboration for as follows: 

 
1.  Charles MARTER b. Dec 1549 d. 1602, to Ellen STOUGHTON of Stoke Place 

[author’s note – part of the parish of Stoke-by-Guildford] who died 21.7.1597. 

 

2.  William MARTER b. Jan 1553 d. Oct. 1621, to Susan WEST. 

 

3.  Charles MARTER b. 9.3.1587 to Catherine MORE of Losely Manor. 

 

4.  John MARTER b.1621 to Janet AUSTEN. 

 

5.  John MARTYR b. 1646 to Eleanor STYLE of Lords of Beckenham Manor.  

  

Additionally, there is a second marriage of John MARTYR to Sarah SMYTHE (believed 

to be nee CLEAVER) of the 28th April 1670, after the death of Eleanor.  This second 

marriage took place at St Dunstan in the West, Stepney, Middlesex as are set out below: 

 
Kent: Canterbury - Marriage Licence Allegations, Dean of Westminster: 1558-
1699 and Vicar-General of the Archbishop of Canterbury: 1660-1697.  27th April 
1670 John MARTER, of Guildford, Surrey, Gent, Widower, about 44 years, & 
Mrs Sarah SMYTH, of Woodley, Co. Berkshire, Widow, about 30 years; at St 
Clement Danes or St Dunstan's West. 
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and 
 
London, England, Marriage Licences, 1521-1868: Marter, John, of Guildford, 
Surrey, gent., widower, about 44, and Mrs. Sarah Smyth, of Woodley, co. Berks, 
widow, about 30 – at St. Clement Danes or St. Dunstan-in-the-West.  27 April, 
1670. V     [V = Vicar-General]. 

 

 
 

Fig 1-2  Alan Bolton’s Chart 27 – MARTYRs of GUILDFORD 
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    and 
 

IGI Individual Record for John MARTER reads: 
Marriage: 28th April 1670 at St Dunstan in the West, Middlesex, England. 
Spouse: Sarah SMITH, Batch No: M000604, Dates: 1645-1739. 
 

There is one important omission from the tree of one Martha MARTYR b. 17th February 
1670, the daughter of John and Sarah MARTYR.  The details are as follows: 
 

 West Surrey FHS Guildford Collection CD-2, Guildford Parishes, Baptisms 
1540-1840 Index, St Mary Guildford, MARTER  Martha 17 Feb 1670 d. John 
Gent & Mrs Sarah 
 
    and 
 
IGI Individual Record for Martha MARTER reads: 
Christening: 17th February 1670 at St Mary's Church, Guildford, Surrey, 
Parents: John and Sarah MARTER. Batch No: C074082, Dates: 1540-1753. 

 
6.  Richard MARTYR b. 1675 to Margaret LYNDEN or LYNDON. 
 
7.  Thomas Richard MARTYR of Tulworth [author’s note – or Talworth] Court, Long 

Ditton to Catherine OXENBRIDGE.  There is also no evidence for Richard’s year of 

birth and I have separated this marriage and subsequent lineage out from the Guildford 

MARTYR family tree.   

 
There is one other important error in the lowest portion of the chart which relates to the children 

of John Martyr b. 1710 and Elizabeth Flutter b. 1747.  Two children are listed from this 

marriage; John Martyr b. 24.4.1751, which is true, and Frances Jemima Martyr b. 1790, 

which is untrue.  Frances was actually the daughter of the second John MARTYR, b. 1751. 

 

Chart 28: MARTYRs of EFFINGHAM (Surrey): (As it relates to Guildford MARTYRs): 

There are two errors in Chart 27 for the entry for William MARTER (top right hand side of 

chart).  The entry is as follows: 

      “William Marter 
            m. Emma & Mary Lee 
     md. 29.4.1545 & md. 22.9.1577” 
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This entry is incorrect because the first marriage date quoted is that for the marriage between 

William MARTER and Agnes BARNARD and the second marriage, although a valid marriage 

date refers to the marriage of William MARTER to Emme (sic) LEE and not Mary LEE.  In 

Bolton’s defence, in his summary of the family history of the Family of Martyr, and in the Future 

Research section of the main body of his narrative, he corrects this error, by stating: “... who 

married EMMA or MARY LEE ...” and “Find the parents and grandparents of William Marter 

of Effingham who married Emma or Mary Lee 22nd September 1577 ...” iv. 

 
Whilst this apparent second marriage shown in the Bolton charts of William MARTER to 

Emme/Emma LEE looks feasible, being two months or so after the death of his wife Agnes, 

William’s 1503 year of birth would make him respectively 78, 79 and 83 yrs old at the time of 

the birth of his four children: Jean (1581), Thomas (1582), and Thomas & Lawrence (1586).  

Certainly this ‘feat’ is not impossible but methinks probably rather unlikely!  So, “Deal or No 

Deal?”    

 

An option that would help in this conundrum would be to assume that the birth year for William 

is something much later than 1503, especially as there is no corroborative support for a 1503 

birth year.  But, if he was born during such a later period then, at the time of his first marriage to 

Agnes BARNARD, his latest year of birth would be somewhere between 1525 and 1528.  The 

problem is that there are no records of the birth of a William MARTER from Guildford which I 

have found which might provide a definitive answer one way or the other.  My instinct ‘tells me’ 

that the decision of Alan Bolton to link both marriages to the William MARTER of 1503 is 

incorrect and was possibly an attempt to ‘prove’ a link between the MARTYRs of Guildford and 

the MARTERs and MARTYRs of Effingham.   

 

A more likely depiction would be to find a William MARTER candidate from Effingham which 

is where the 1577 marriage took place.  Again, unfortunately, there is no William at home who 

fits the bill with a recorded baptism but there is a proven Marter family line which might ‘come 

to the rescue’.  On balance, I have removed this marriage from the Guildford MARTYR lineage 

and placed it within the Effingham MARTER lineage and the FTM Outline Descendant Reports 

for these two families reflect this view.   
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Unfortunately, this ‘marriage’ represents an important junction in the Effingham MARTER  

family because if the marriage of William MARTER to Agnes BARNARD is the same William 

MARTER who married Emme/Emma LEE, then it means that a significant section of  the 

Effingham MARTER family tree would ‘move across’ to that of the Guildford MARTYRs!    

 

Lastly, there is a serious error in the chart (MARTYRs of GUILDFORD - at centre left) which 

indicates that Lawrence Martyr and Jean Neal had a son John Martyr d.1696, and who 

married a Sarah Flutter?  Whilst the second son, Thomas MARTYR is correctly listed as being 

baptised in 1635, a record of the birth of John MARTYR cannot be found but it is felt that it 

should be ascribed, but unproven, to John MARTYR and Janet AUSTEN – see Chart 27.  

 

Chart 3A (Appendix A): THE GUILDFORD FAMILY TREE: 

The only significant comments I make here is that there is no corroborative evidence for the 

dates provided for the marriage of Willemus Marter to Joan Twisden, or of the birth years of 

William Marter, b.1503, Phillip Martar, b.1505, and Alice [Martir] b.1510.  As a minor 

matter, according to my information, Alice MARTIR married Christopher TISBURYE not 

TISBURGE in 1547. 

 

Chart 4A (Appendix A): The Guildford Martyr Family Tree [Cont]: 

Again, I have a few minor comments in relation to the given children of William Marter and 

Susan WEST.  There are no confirmed dates of birth for Ellin [MARTER] or William 

[MARTER] but there is a baptismal date for Joan [MARTER] of the 28th October 1599.  My 

feeling is that I can place only minimal confidence in these three entries since the dates of stated 

births are some twenty years after the marriage of their parents!   

 

The entry for Thomas [MARTAR] is in my view incorrect and I have placed him as the last of 

six children of Charles MARTER and Ellen STOUGHTON (see same line of descent to the left 

adjacent to Joan [MARTER], born May 1589.  With a birth year of 1591, and no known 

marriage date, it would not be possible to have a son John Marter who was also b.1591!  Ipso 

facto, the marriage of John Marter to Judith Dering, for which I can find no record for, has to 

be viewed with a degree of suspicion. 
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Overall Impression of Data Available from Alan Bolton’s Charts: 

My view is that there is much to criticise about these Guildford MARTYR/MARTAR/MARTIR 

family trees as portrayed in Alan Bolton’s charts but there is also much that is undoubtedly 

correct and has been proved to be so.  Although there is some doubt as to the ‘truth’ of parts of 

the information used by James Graham de Garlieb Martyr, and the charts constructed by Alan 

Bolton, in part from de Garlieb Martyr’s, as a genealogist I have to ‘hang my hat’ somewhere by 

combining the most reliable data provided by each of them and integrating them with my own 

research. To compare and contrast the data from these two genealogists with that of my own, you 

need to refer to Volume III, Chapter 1 where the Guildford family ODR is contained.  I can only 

issue a genealogical health warning that unless and until more data can be found to add ‘flesh to 

the bones’ of this ancient Guildford family, a firm cautionary note must be sounded when using 

the information provided. 

 

‘Named Names’ of Guildford: 

As the ‘given’ history of the Martyr family ostensibly goes back to Norman times, it was felt that 

a search for a little evidence to support this supposition would not go amiss.  The following list v 

shows the various names used for the town from the 10th Century through to the 18th Century and 

supports the existence of the town during the period in question: 

 

“Guldeford (x cent.); Geldeford (xi cent.); Geldefort, Geldesfort, Gildeforda, and 
Gildeforde (xii cent.);Geldeford and Guldeford (xiii and xiv cents.); Gylfordand and 
Guldeford (xv and xvi cents.); Guildeford, Gildford, Gilford, and Gillford (xvii and xviii 
cents.).” 

 

Houses of Guildford: 

There are a number of the same ‘big names’ quoted in another family tree entitled ‘MARTYR of 

GUILDEFORD”. vi  That which follows attempts to explore the possibility that certain quoted 

marriages may indeed have taken place. 

 

Testard:  The following ‘clip’ confirms the fact that the House of Testard was in 

existence during these early times at Guildford. vii  This adds support to the possibility 

that Willelmus may have married Agnes de TESTARD in the 15th Century: 
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“The manor of POYLE in Guildford is said to have originated in a grant of land made by 
William the Conqueror to Robert Testard.  Robert Testard's heir was entrusted to the 
custody of Ralph de Brocby King Henry III.  Richard Testard was holding at the time of 
the Testa de Nevill.  A list of tenants holding land of him is given. In 1254 Thomas dela 
Puille held a serjeancy in Guildford by grant from Richard Testard; this had formerly 
been held by the service of looking after the washerwomen of the king's court, but at this 
date was held by annual rent of 25s. and was valued at 100s. 
 

 
Fig 1-3  Blason de la famile Testard du Cosquer viii 

 
In 1299 Walterde la Poyle died seized of what was then definitely styled the manor of 
Poyle. (fn. 117)  The inquisition taken at his death seems to justify the identification of 
this manor with the entire holding of the Testard family, for several of the families given 
here are represented in the earlier list of tenants.”  
 
The main reason for showing the blazon for the Testard family of Cosquer was to state 

that part of the James Graham de Garlieb MARTYR’s Guildeford MARTYR family tree 

contains about sixty blazons of which the Testard is on the third row, far left, #20.  This 

perhaps adds something to the likely credibility to the chart. 

 
Picard:  I managed to find three references to the family of Picard, or Piccard, of Surrey 

which might support the contention that Willelemus le MARTRE may have married Joan 

PICARD: 

 
ARTINGTON MANOR ix was originally a part of Godalming, from which it was 
separated by Henry II, who, about the year 1171, bestowed it on Master David of 
London, an ambassador at Rome. This Master David granted it in fee farm to Ralph de 
Broc for £15, with whose daughter Stephen de Turnham had it in marriage.  In 1191 and 
again in 1205 Stephen obtained royal confirmations of his right to the manor. ' In 1220, 
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shortly after Stephen's death, his widow Edelina, daughter of Ralph de Broc, put forward 
her claim to certain rents in Arlington against Stephen's five co- heiresses, Mabel wife of 
Thomas de Bauelingham, Alice wife of Adam de Bendeng, Eleanor wife of Roger de 
Layburn, Eleanor wife of Ralph son of Bernard, and Beatrice wife of Ralph de Fay. 
Edelina entered upon the land, but probably only for life. The manor was divided into 
four portions, of which Mabel de Bauelingham obtained one, the manor of Artington; 
Beatrice de Fay a second; a third portion, which was Alice de Bendeng's, afterwards 
formed part or the whole of the manor of Braboeuf ; and a fourth became the manor of 
Piccard's. 
 

 
 

Fig 1-5  The Picard Armorial Bearings x 
 

This blazon is also represented in the “MARTYR of GUILDEFORD” family tree in the 

top row, third from the left, #3. 

 

The second reference comes from the Exploring Surrey’s Past series of works where 

Piccard’s Manor, Chestnut Avenue, Guildford is discussed under their Historic 

Environment Record (HER) 13531. xi The ‘Evidence Type’ from this record is 

“Documentary”, the Record Type is Historic Park & Garden, and the date range stated is 

“Post Medieval – 20th Century”.  There is a more detailed Surrey Archaeological 

Collections reference of 31/12/84 which solely deals with Piccard’s Manor. 

 

Lastly, the Manor of Picard’s is mentioned in Manning & Bray’s The History and 

Antiquities of the County of Surrey as follows: xii 

 
“Not long after this, we find the family of Picard in possession of these lands, which were 
afterwards, from them, called the Manor of PICKARD’S.  In 24 Edw. III, John the son of 
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John Picard had licence ...” [author’s note this last date is 1335 which is about a century 
before the possible marriage of Willelmus MARTER to Joan PICKARD]. 
 
Warenne:   There was nothing immediately to hand which I could locate of this family 

that had a connection to Guildford which might link the name with the marriage of 

William le MARTRE to Marie de WARENNE.  However, I did find one oblique 

reference in the Victoria County History Publication, A History of the County of Surrey 
xiii which talks about the fireplace in the Guildford Town Hall! 

 
“In one corner is a fireplace which was brought from Stoughton House in the 
neighbouring parish of Stoke. The iron grate has a cast ornament of vine and other 
foliage, around which is a stone mantel with figures of a man and a woman inscroll-work 
blocking, their feet appearing below the scroll-work. The frieze is carved to represent the 
four human temperaments, respectively labelled, Sanguineus, Cholericus, Phlegmaticus, 
and Melancholicus.  The wood jambs beyond the stonework have tapering Ionic pilasters, 
and the overmante lhas Corinthian pilasters and is divided into two panels. In the first is 
the quartered shield of Howard, Duke of Norfolk:(1) Howard, with the augmentation for 
Flodden;(2) Thomas of Brotherton; (3) Warenne; (4)Fitz Alan. The second panel 
contains the Abbot arms. Near the top of the overmantel is a painting of the arms of 
James II dated 1686, and the old and new arms of Guildford.” 
 
As for the actual lineage of the de WARENNE family, there certainly is a Surrey 

connection as they were Earls of Surrey commencing with William de WARENNE, 1st 

Earl of Surrey (d. 1088) through to John de WARENNE, 7th Earl of Surrey (1286-1347).  

Thereafter, the FitzAlan name takes the earldom of Surrey and in 1451 and John de 

MOWBRAY became the 1st Earl of Surrey and Warenne.  The blazon in Fig 1-6a is 

stated as being that of the 7th Earl and is as depicted in the “MARTYR of 

GUILDEFORD” family tree in the top row, fourth from the left, #4.   
 

       

     Fig 1-6a  Coat of Arms         Fig 1-6b Coat of Arms 
 John de WARENNE 7th Earl of Surrey xiv           the de WARENNES of Surrey xv 
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However, there is a different coat of arms for the Earls of Surrey, as depicted in Fig 1-6b; 

so what to think? 

 

More:  Sir George MORE (1553-1632) was a very prominent figure of the 16th and 17th 

Centuries in the county of Surrey and who lived at Loseley Manor, just outside 

Guildford, Surrey.  Among Sir George’s positions of authority within the county were: xvi 

justice of the peace, sheriff (1597-8), provost marshal in 1589, subsidy, loan, and muster 

commissioner, and deputy lieutenant.  

 

Fig 1-7  More of Loseley: “Azure a cross argent with five martlets sable thereon” xvii 

 

The blazon of More of Loseley above again features in the “MARTYR of 

GUILDEFORD” family chart on the second row, fourth from the left, #13.  

 

In addition, George MORE was verderer 4 of Windsor Forest, constable of Farnham 

Castle, and a Member of Parliament for Guildford in 1584, 1586, 1589, 1593, 1604, 1624 

and for Surrey in 1597, 1601, 1614, 1621, 1625, 1626.  

 

There seems to be a problem with confirmation of the marriage as shown in the 

“MARTYR of GUILDEFORD” family tree: 

 

“Charles, b.9.3.1587, m. Catherine More 
of Loseley, da. of Sir George More of Loseley, 

Chancellor of the Garter, Lieut. of the T. of London.” 
 

                                                
4   A verderer is a man serving as an official in charge of the royal forests of medieval England. 
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Fig 1-8  Sir George MORE of Loseley (1553-1632) 
 
Whilst there is no quibble with the information about Sir George MORE, my research 

shows that Sir George married firstly Anne POYNINGS (died 1590), daughter of Sir 

Adrian POYNINGS of Burnegate, Dorset and secondly, Constance MICHELL, daughter 

of John MICHELL of Stammerham, Sussex. xviii  There were nine children from the first 

marriage, which included five daughters: xix 

 

Mary MORE who married Sir Nicholas Throckmorton. 
Margaret MORE who married Sir Thomas Grimes. 
Anne MORE who married John Donne in 1600. 
Frances MORE who married Sir John Oglander. 
Elizabeth MORE who married Sir John Mill, 1st Baronet. 

 

“Four of his five daughters made good, if not spectacular, marriages, but Anne's to John 
Donne was ‘immeasurably unwelcome’ to More, who had Donne discharged from 
Egerton's household and imprisoned.” xx 
 
So, there seems to be no Catherine MORE?  Perhaps she was a daughter of Sir George 
Loseley’s second marriage to Constance MICHELL but, to date, I have been unable to 
find any such offspring from this union. 
 

Stoughton:  Once again, there is evidence that the STOUGHTON family lived in the 

Guildford area during the 16th Century, thereby making the proposed marriage of Charles 

MARTIR b.1549 to Ellen STOUGHTON of Stoke Place plausible. xxi 
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“The manor of STOUGHTON in Stoke seems to have originated in land called 'Stocton' 
which was part of the manor of Stoke, and was afforested under Richard I.  King John 
granted it with Stoke to the Bishop of London and it was continuously held as of that 
manor.  The first record of immediate lords occurs in 1345, when Henry de Stoughton 
settled the manor on himself and his wife Joan and their heirs. In 1415 Walter Stoughton, 
probably son of Henry, died seised 5 of the manor, leaving a son Thomas, then twenty 
years of age, to succeed him.   

 
Fig 1-9  The Armorial Bearings of Thomas Stoughton xxii   

 
The manor apparently passed through Gilbert son of Thomas to Laurence Stoughton, 
who held it in the 16th century.  He died in 1571, leaving a son Thomas, who survived 
him only five years.  The manor had in 1575 been settled in tail male on Laurence son of 
Thomas on his marriage with Rose Ive, and it accordingly passed to him.  At his death in 
1615 he was succeeded by his third son George, who died in 1624 without issue.  His 
brother Nicholas barred the entail in order to secure the manor to his daughter Rose, 
wife of Arthur Onslow, but on the failure of her issue it passed to Nicholas son of 
Anthony eighth son of Laurence Stoughton.  He was created a baronet in 1661, and died 
in 1685, leaving one son Laurence and four daughters.” 
 
It is possible that Eleanor was a daughter of the Laurence STOUGHTON of the first 

paragraph above as presumably her ‘marriage’ to Charles MARTIR would have taken 

place sometime in the late 16th Century to enable them to have the children: Agnes 

b.1580, Emma b.1582, Elizabeth b. July 1584, Charles b. 3rd September 1587, Joan b. 

May 1589, and Thomas b. 11th August 1591.  Again, the coat of arms for Thomas 

Stoughton, less the crest, mantle and helm appears amongst de Garlieb MARTYR’s 

Guildeford Family Tree (top row far right) – so more evidence? 

                                                
5   Seisin is an old feudal term for having both possession and title of real property. The word is found in some old 
deeds, meaning ownership in fee simple, or full title to real property. 
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Style:  Searching again for notable families, but this time in Beckenham, Kent where, according 

to Alan Bolton’s Chart 4A, the “The Guildford Martyr Family Tree”: 

 

“John Martyr b.1646 d. 1705 
m. Eleanor Style 1670 

of Lords of Beckenham Manor” 
 
The earliest record of the family name of STILE or STYLE comes from the family at Langley 

Park, Beckenham, Kent.  The family name is mentioned in the British History Online series xxiii 

where: 

 
John Stile, alderman of London was the son of William Style of Ipswich, was afterwards 
knighted, and of the Drapers Company. In 1500, was buried in Allhallows Barking church, 
London.  He married Elizabeth, daughter and coheir of Sir Guy Wolston of London, by whom he 
had Sir Humphrey Style, of Langley, who was one of the esquires of the body to King Henry VIII. 
and sheriff of this county in the 35th year of the same reign. He died in 1557, and was buried in 
Beckenham church.  He procured a grant from Sir Thomas Wriothesley, garter principal king at 
arms, reciting, that not being willing to bear arms in prejudice to the other branches of his 
family, he had petitioned for a coat, with a proper difference, which the said king at arms, in 
1529, granted, under his hand and seal, viz.  Sable, a fess engrailed between three fleurs de lis, 
within a bordure or, the fess fretted of the field. 

 

 
 

Fig 1-10   Example of Escutcheon with Coat of Arms of the Style Family (less the bordure)  
 

The last sentence above is the exact blazoning of the coat of arms shown in the second row, 

fourth from the right, #16, of the “MARTYR of GUILDEFORD” family tree and at least lends 

credence to the possibility that John MARTYR may have married Eleanor STYLE of Lord of 

Beckenham Manor, but this family tree has Eleanor being “of W. Wickham”. 
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From Edmund Style of Langley, esq. before-mentioned, eldest son of Sir Humphrey, descended 
Sir Humphry Style of Langley, eldest son of William, who was gentleman of the privy-chamber to 
King James, and cupbearer to King Charles I. and was created a baronet, by privy-seal, on the 
20th of May, 1627. (fn. 26)  But though this branch was the elder to those of Watringbury, yet 
these last were the senior baronets, being created April 21, 1627, anno 3 Charles I.  He died in 
1650, and buried in the vault at Beckenham church and leaving no issue, his title became extinct. 
 
Notable Personalities: 

Despite the fact that the Guildford Martyr family extends back through many centuries it has 

been difficult to find specific information and documents on the family, apart from baptism, 

marriage and burial data, which would be informative or make interesting reading. 

 

Willemus (William) MARTER (abt. 1480-1565):   

The most interesting piece of information about William relates to a King’s Remembrancer 6 , 

which records the sealed agreement which is shown in Fig 1-3, for the sale of  messuages in St 

Mary, Guildford dated 1509.   Unfortunately, the original seal from the document is missing. 

 

 
 

Fig 1-10  King’s Remembrancer between Thomas POLSTEAD and William MARTER  
                                                
6   The King's Remembrancer is an ancient judicial post in the legal system of England and Wales. Since the Lord 
Chancellor no longer sits as a judge, the Remembrancer is the oldest judicial position in continual existence. The 
post was created in 1154 by King Henry II as the chief official in the Exchequer Court, whose purpose was to put 
the Lord Treasurer and the Barons of Court in remembrance of such things as were to be called upon and dealt with 
for the benefit of the Crown, a primary duty being to keep records of the taxes, paid and unpaid. 
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The National Archives: The Catalogue, Piece Details: E 210/9915: Exchequer: King’s 
Remembrancer: Ancient Deeds: Series D E 210/9915.  E: Records of the Exchequer, and 
its related bodies, with those of the office of First Fruits and Tenths, and the Court of 
Augumentations. 7  Division within E: Records of the King's Remembrancer E210: 
Exchequer: King's Remembrancer: Ancient Deeds, Series D. 
 

Henry, brother and heir of Thomas, son and heir of Thomas Polsted, gentleman to 
William Marter, clothier: Indenture of sale of his messuages in the parish of St. 
Mary, Guildford: Surrey. Henry, brother and heir of Thomas, son and heir of 
Thomas Polsted. 24 Hen. V11. [author’s note – that is 1509]. 

 
The second item is held at the Surrey History Centre, Woking and is dated the 22nd 
October 1565 and deals with a house and brewhouse and other property in Friary Street, 
Guildford.  The on-line details are provided below: 
 

Item ref: 1483/2/1: Grant and agreement, with covenant to levy a fine (mortgage) 
1) William CRANLEY of Guildford, clothier, and wife Elizabeth to 
2) Alyce PARKHURST of Shere, widow of John PARKHURST of Shere, clothier; 
and John AUSTEN and Symon LYNE of Guildford, yeoman (her trustees). 
 
Messuage and garden with appurtenances sometime of Daniell MUDGE Esq 
situated at the Great Bridge in St Mary's between Bridge on south part, Water of 
Wey and a little tenement late John Stasyes sometime Mudge's on west and 
tenement and dyehouse of William Marter on north and Fryern Lane on the east.   

 
The final item is again held at the Surrey History Centre and is dated 26th July 1560 and 
deals with Quarry Street and some stables in Guildford.  The details are: 
 

Item ref: 1751/G/1, Feoffment. 8 
1) Robert Gesson, Thomas Baker, Robert Daborne, William Cranley, Nicholas 
Parkhurst, John Marter and George Glover of Guildford, clothiers 
2) Richard Brykleton of Guildford, bricklayer.  
Messuage and garden in St Mary's between the parsonage house on the north and 
east, the highway to Shalford on the west and William MARTER's house 

                                                
7   The Court of Augmentations, also called Augmentation Court was established during the reign of King Henry 
VIII of England along with three lesser courts (those of General Surveyors, First Fruit and Tenths, and Wards and 
Liveries) following the dissolution of the monasteries.  Its primary function was to gain better control over the land 
and finances formerly held by the Roman Catholic Church in the kingdom.  
 
8   Feoffment in English law was a transfer of land or property that gave the new holder the right to sell it as well as 
the right to pass it on to his heirs as an inheritance. 
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occupied by John Crokforde on the south (which messuage the grantors had from 
William Hammond, gent, by deed of 1 Jan 1560).  Originally 7 seals, only 4 left. 
Livery of seisin  endorsed. 

 
There is one more item for Willelemus MARTER but for that you will have to read the next 
section of text! 

 
Mayors of Guildford: 

Almost as a prerequisite to being elected Mayor of Guildford, candidates for the position were 

already important personalities in the community.  It is of great interest to record that during the 

16th, 17th and 18th Centuries, there were four MARTERs who were elected Mayor of Guildford 

as follows: xxiv 

Willelemus MARTER (1480-1565): 1538 and 1545 

William MARTER (1503-1565): 1553 

John MARTER (1621-????):  1667, 1677, 1682, and 1692 

John MARTER (1751-1843):  1792, 1802, 1809, and 1817 

 

John Marter (1547-1567):   

There are two entries from the Surrey History Centre for John MARTER as follows: 

 

1.  Collection ref: 175155-58 Quarry Street and Stables, Guildford: Deeds, 1560-1939, 
Provenance: Deposited by H H Norris, Mr R O Jenkins and Lady Barbara Littlewood, 
per Barlows, solicitors, of Quarry Street, Guildford, in October 1982.  Formerly RB 
01424. 
 
Series ref: 1751/G/58 Quarry Street, Date(s): 1560-1939, Item ref: 1751/G/1 
Feoffment:  Dated: 26 Jul 1560. 
 
1) Robert Gesson, Thomas Baker, Robert Daborne, William Cranley, Nicholas 
Parkhurst, John Marter and George Glover of Guildford, clothiers 
2) Richard Brykleton of Guildford, bricklayer. Messuage and garden in St Mary's 
between the parsonage house on the north and east, the highway to Shalford on the west 
and William MARTER's house occupied by John Crokforde on the south (which 
messuage the grantors had from William Hammond, gent, by deed of 1 Jan 1560).  
Brykleton to pay 4s pa for ever and keep house in repair.  Robert Thorpe, serjeant at 
mace of the town of Guildford, appointed as attorney to deliver seisin. Witnesses include 
Edward Oakfelde, 'scriptor'. Originally 7 seals, only 4 left. Livery of seisin endorsed. 
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2.  Breweries Including the Angel, and White Horse Inns, Guildford and Stoke-by-
Guildford: House and Breweries (& other Properties) in Friary Street, Guildford 
 
System ID: 1483/2/1/1/4, SHC Ref 1483/2/4  
Bargain and sale.  Date:  20 Apr 1588 
 
1) Bristowe Burchall of Horsham, Sussex, yeoman, and his wife, Johan eldest daughter 
and heir of John Marter late of Guildford, clothier; Laurence Dixson of Ipswich, Suffolk, 
sheargrinder, and Mabel (2nd daughter and co-heir); David Withers of Northall, 
Middlesex, yeoman, and Jane (3rd daughter and co-heir) 
2) John Byllye alias Gilham of Guildford, dyer. 
 
House, barn, garden, gateroom and one dyehouse with all shops, outhouses etc in Fryer 
Lane (one now occupied by 2)), and all deeds thereto relating; with covenant to levy fine 
or suffer a recovery. Consideration: £140. Endorsed: 'Writings for Cobbets House'. 

 

This is an important item because it confirms that the children of John MARTER were in fact: 

Johan (Joan) who was the eldest, Mabel the middle daughter, and Jane the youngest daughter.  

 

Charles Martir (Marter) (1549-1597):   

The only information I found relates to the wills of some Guildford residents as follows: 9 

Overseer to the will of Arnold Martin of St Mary, Guildford, glover, sick 15 Jul 1591: 

 

456 To my wife Agnes Martin messuage in St Mary where I live for 21 years and then 
to the child or children she carrying and if it dies for a further 15 years and then to my 
sister Joan; to my brother Thomas Martin 12 calves leather skins and 12 sheep’s leather 
skins; to my brother Henry Martin 12 calves leather skins and 12 sheep’s leather skins; 
to my brother John Martin, snr. 12 calves leather skins and 12 sheep’s leather skins; to 
my mother my wedding cloak; to my brother Thomas my blue cloak with a white kirtle; to 
Christopher Dericke my fowling piece; to Thomas Dericke my callipers, residue to my 
wife, exec. 
  
Overseers: William Lutter; Richard Dericke my father-in-law; Charles Marter (1s each) 
Witnesses: Thomas Martin; William Sutter, Richard Dericke; Bartholemew Williamson 
Proved: 10 Aug 1591 to exec. [DW/PA/1591/82] 
 

                                                
9   West Surrey Family History Society, The Guildford Collection, CD-8, 2005.  Guildford Area – Will Abstracts 
taken from MW 17 – Filed and Unregistered Wills – 1582-1594. 
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Overseer & Witness to will of John Warner (X) of St Nicholas, Guildford 2 Jul 1592 (to poor 1s) 

 

553 To my son Joseph Warner a pair of racks in Berryfield and all things belonging to 
them, four pairs of front shears, 20 copurses of handles, a press kersey and its trappings, 
a cupboard to keep kerseys 10  in, a ‘sherbord’ and’ traves’ 11  , a bedstead in outer 
chamber, a pair of blankets, a pair of sheets, a flockbed, a bolster, a pillow, a pillowcase, 
the biggest but one brass pot, a platter, a pewter dish, the shop and back chamber while 
mother lives and lease in dower and my best cloak, a buckskin pair of breeches and a 
doublet of same and all my debts; to my brother Richard Warner my green medley cloak 
and frieze coat; residue to my wife Margaret Warner and daughter Margaret, execs. 

 
Overseers: Thomas Grose; Charles Marter 
Witnesses: Charles Marter (X); William Bolter 
Proved: 3 Oct 1592 to execs. [DW/PA/1592/68] 

 

Overseer & Witness to will of John Chittie (X) of St Mary, Guildford, weaver 8 Aug 1592 

 

623 All my tenement at Binscombe, Godalming and land in Gadalming and Compton; 
to my wife Joan Chittie to bring up my children paying my four children Thomas Chittie, 
Emma Chittie, Judith Chittie and Elizabeth Chittie £2 each p.a. after 12 years; to my 
youngest son Edmund Chittie £4 out of rent for the last 6 years; residue to my wife, exec. 
At end of 12 years eldest son to have tenement, and land. 

 

Overseers: Charles Martar; Thomas West of Binscombe 
Witnesses: Charles Martar; John Abbatt; Thomas Starte; John Tegge; Thomas Poyntell; 
Thoas West (X) 
Proved: 12 Apr 1593 to exec. [DW/PA/1593/13] 

 
As a space filler to ‘join’ the entry between Charles MARTER and John MARTER, I thought it 
appropriate to include an illustration of a town map of this period which gives a somewhat 
stylised layout of the main streets in Guildford in 1617.   
 
You will note that the only named buildings are, from north to south on the map; Trynte 
[Church], Castle, St Mayre [Church], and St Nycolas [Church].  Furthermore, the only 
thoroughfares marked are: ‘The way towards Stoke’ [Stoke-next-Guildford], ‘Gilldeford back 
lane’, ‘waye towards woodbridge’, and ‘The way to Guildeforde parke’. 

                                                
10   A kersey is a coarse cloth. 
11   A trave is a wooden frame used to confine a horse whilst it is being shod. 
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Guildford Town Map of 1617 – Copyright of Surrey History Centre xxv 
 
John Marter (abt.1646-1696):  

There are a large number of documents held in the Surrey History Centre relating to John 

MARTER and what follows is a selection of some of the more interesting ones.   

 

Surrey History Centre, Woking, Collection ref: 212 - Properties and Families in Surrey: Deeds, 

13th Century -1901: 

1.  Series ref: 212/41/, EFFINGHAM, Date(s): 1631-1798 
Sub series ref: 212/41/, 20½a in Common Fields, Date(s): 1631-1662 
Item ref: 212/41/3: Assignment of term of 1,000 years 
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1) John Childe of Guildford, gent 
2) John Marter of Guildford, gent. As 212/41/1 
 Date(s): 10 Jul 1662 

 

2.  Sub series ref: 212/54/, Messuage, malthouse, barn and garden in St Nicholas 
Item ref: 212/54/39: 
Counterpart deed to lead uses of a fine 
1) Richard Wattes of Guildford, esq, Sarah, his wife 
2) George Wattes of Hartley Whitney,Hampshire, Nathaniel Hole of Hartley Whitney, 
gent. Messuage or tenement, malthouse, barn and garden in St Nicholas, Guildford, 
occupied by John Marter; meadow called Water Meade, occupied by John Horsnayle 
Date(s): 1665 
 
3.  Series ref: 212/97/, Stoke-next-Guildford, Date(s): 1601-1765 
Sub series ref: 212/97/, Date(s): 1675 
Item ref: 212/97/8: Messuage, garden and backside, 
Lease for 1,000 years 
1) Edward Ford, gentleman, Mayor of Guildford, John Windebank of Guildford, esq, 
Richard Symmes of Guildford, gentleman, Thomas Canfield of Guildford, gentleman, 
John Marter of Guildford, gentleman, Henry Flutter of Guildford, gentleman, John Hill 
of Guildford, gentleman, Edward Smart of Guildford, gentleman, and other the approved 
men of Guildford 
2) John Staples of Stoke next Guildford, gentleman.Messuage or tenement, garden and 
backside in Stoke next Guildford, late occupied by Mary Greethurst, abutting east and 
west on 2 tenements called the Almhouses belonging to Town of Guildford, north on 
lands of Thomas Lovesdale, south on highway from Guildford to London 
Date(s): 8 Jun 1675 
 

Surrey History Centre, Woking, Collection ref: 1483 – Breweries including the Angel and the 

White Horse Inns, Guildford and Stoke-next-Guildford: Dees, 1565-1782: 

 
1.  Item ref: 1483/4: 
Bargain and sale with bond 
1) John Horsnaile of Guildford, brewer, and wife Ruth 
2) John Marter of St Nicholas, Guildford, maltster. House, malthouse, garden and 
backside (lately occupied William Monday, now occupied Joseph Hornsaile) in St 
Mary's, Guildford, between house occupied Richard Hiller on the west, house of John 
Monger on the east, Guildford High Street on the north, including two rooms one called 
the Buttery and the other the Box Chamber (formerly occupied Richard Hiller but now 
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part of said messuage).Consideration: £200.John Horsnayle's bond of even date in £400 
to perform covenants.  
Date(s): 20 Apr 1655 
 
2.  Item ref: 1483/8-9: 
Bargain and sale, with covenant to levy a fine, and counterpart with 2 indentures of fine 
enclosed 
1) John Horsnayle of Guildford, dyer 
2) John Marter of Guildford, maltster. Capital messuage with appurtenances, garden 
and orchard now occupied James Gold, gent, and William Gibbes and heretofore 
Richard Hiller gent, in St Mary's (houses of W Gibbes, of Christopher Udall and of Dr 
John Windebank on the south, High Street on the north), and one parcel of land on the 
western part of the house (measurements) and water pipes bringing water from cistern of 
1)'s brewhouse, and access to repair pipes, and to 1)'s gate or backside to gain access to 
house.  Free from jointure of Mary, 1)'s wife signed by 2). Consideration: £220. 
Date(s): 20 Oct 1663 
 
3.  Item ref: 1483/15: 
Covenant to levy a fine 
1) Henry Flutter of Guildford, gent, and wife Martha, John Horsnayle of Guildford, dyer, 
and wife Mercy 
2) George Benbrick of St Nicholas, Guildford, feltmaker 
3) John Marter of Guildford, gent, and John Manship of Guildford, gent. Property as in 
1483/1/12 and Apsley Mead and Duck Mead in Shalford (10a) (bounds given). 
Date(s): 27 Mar 1674 
 

Surrey History Centre, Woking, Collection ref: G86, The Bray Family of Shere: Estate Records 
and Family Papers, 1492-1918. 
 

Series ref: G86/9/, Effingham Deeds, Date(s): 1616-[early 19th cent] 
Item ref: G86/9/2:  
Receipt of £125 purchase money for arable and pasture in the common fields, Effingham, 
by John Child of Guildford, gent, to John Marter of Guildford, gent. Signed and sealed  
Date(s): 10 Jul 1668 
 

Surrey History Centre, Woking, Collection ref: G125 Parkhouse Farm and Barr Hatch Farm, 
Cranleigh: Deeds: 1558-1825; Tickner Family Deeds and Papers, 1629-1805 
 

Item ref: G125/1/16: 
Bargain and sale of timber 
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1)  George Dunstall of Cranleigh, yeoman 
2)  John Marter of Guildford, gent, and Edward Ford of Guildford, gent.  
Trees growing on Parkhouse lands, Cranleigh, with rights of ingress, egress etc. 
Consideration: £1000 
Date(s): 1 Nov 1676 
 

Surrey History Centre, Woking, Collection ref: G148, Poyle Charity, Guildford: Records 
Including Court Records & Deeds of the Manor of Poyle, 1612-1785; Property in Cranleigh: 
Deed, [1703] 
 

Item ref: G148/13a-b: 
Lease and release 
1) Edmund Sawyer of Heywood, Berkshire, esq (grandson and heir of Edmund Sawyer 
last surviving trustee, now deceased) 
2) John Hill, gent, Mayor of Guildford, John Wight of Artington, esq, and John Childe, 
John Marter, Henry Flutter, esq., Ford, all of Guildford (Trustees) Rents and profits to 
go to Mayor and Approved Men for poor of Guildford Manor of Poyle in Guildford, 
Stoke and Worplesdon, including site of manor, fulling mills and corn mills and demesne 
land, Court Leet, View of Frankpledge and Court Baron.  
Date(s): 23 Mar 1680 
 

Surrey History Centre, Woking, Collection ref: LM/SectionG/8/1/20, The Loseley Manuscripts: 
Records of the More and More-Molyneaux Family of Loseley Park – Estates of the Family in 
Surrey: 

 
Item reference: LM/351/93. 
Discharge of all actions. 
1) John Marter [Martyr] of Guildford, gent. 
2) Sir William MORE of Loseley.   
Dated: 9th June 1681 
 

West Surrey Family History Society, The Guildford Collection CD-8, 2005: Guildford Area - 
Will Abstracts taken from MW20: Archdeaconry Court Registered and Unregistered Wills 1660-
1671. 
 

428   Edward FORD St Nicholas Guildford, yeoman 31st October 1663 (to poor St 
Nicholas Guildford 10s; to poor of St Mary Guildford 5s) to my son in law Henry 
PERRYER and his four children Henry PERRYER, John PERRYER, Edward PERRYER 
and Elizabeth PERRYER 1s each; to my daughter in law Laurentia FORF wife of Francis 
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FORD 1s; to my grandson Francis FORD son of Francis FORD £1; residue to my wife 
Elizabeth FORD, exec. 
Overseers: friends John MARTER; Robert COIX (5s each) 
Witnesses: John THOMPSON; Thomas WHITE: John CHANDLER 
Proved: 6th February 1664/5 to exec. [DW/PA/7/14 Q.31; DW/PA/5/1665/23]. 
 
551  Elizabeth FOORD (FORD) "(X)" St Nicholas Guildford, widow, aged but 
reasonably well, 11th August 1665 (to poor, St Nicholas, Guildford 6s 8d) 
friend John WIGHT of Artington, St Nicholas Guildford, Esquire and John Marter,  
St Nicholas Guildford, maltster, Execs. in trust (10s each) ........... 
Witnesses: Samuel WOODYARD; Ann CHITTY ("X"); Richard WEST 
Proved: 4th February 1666/7 to execs in trust [DW/PA/7/14 Q.42; DW/PA/5/1667/35] 
 
623  George BENBRICK of Guildford, feltmaker, sick and weak 12 Jan 1682/3: 
...................  my friends John CHILDE, John MARTER, Edward FORD, Richard 
NOBLE, Thomas BRADFORD and Richard WEST all of Guildford and  
Stoke-next-Guildford, gentlemen my meadow of 9 acres in Shalford now or late in the 
occupation of Henry FLUTTER, gentleman paying £10 p.a to my sister Joan 
WOODWARD for life ....... 
Witnesses: Angelo BURTT; John HORSNAILE; Samuel DEANE; William REVE; 
Edmund STEERE 
Proved:  13 June 1683 to John CHILDE, John MARTER, Edward FORD and Richard 
NOBLE, execs. [DW/PC/7/1 QQ.44-5; DW/PC/5/1683/5]. 
 
Finally, from the same Guildford Collection CD there are there are three Settlement 
Examination Certificates from Surrey Poor Law Records from St Mary, Guildford, in 
which John MARTER is involved: 
 

355  Thomas Stanton (X) otp weaver & William Stanton (sig) {jr} of Farnham 
cutler to John Marter, Henry Flutter, Edward Foord, John Hyll, Henry Perrier 
(Sr) tallow chandler & Angelle Burt (Sr)clothier all otp 12  in £50 re £25 paid to 
Thomas Stanton to maintain Sarah Clarke a poor child otp dau. of John late otp 
glover decd.  Wit: John Horsnaile, Richard West. Dated 9 Feb 1677. 
 
322  Bond of John Gadd (X) yeoman 
Thomas Jackman (X) husbandman of Shalford & Laurence Paine (sig) tanner & 
John Potterton (X) husbandman ..... John Marter of St Mary Guildford, gent 

                                                
12   “otp” is an abbreviation for “of this parish”. 
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Henry Flutter of St Mary Guildford, gent. re Henry Tickner tanner lately come 
from Shalford to St Mary Guildford with his wife.  Dated 29 Jan 1669 

 
326  John Russell (sig) yeoman & John Harding (sig) blacksmith & John Street 
(sig) husbandman, all of Shere, John Amey (sig) yeoman, William Wakeford (sig) 
yeoman, Thomas Finch (X) yeoman, all of Shere to Robert Peters, carpenter & 
Humphrey Hall clothworker, & John Passinger clothier all of St Mary Guildford, 
with John Marter, Henry Flutter & Edward Ford, all gentlemen of St Mary 
Guildford in £100 to save St Mary Guildford harmless re William Pricklove lately 
come to St Mary Guildford with his wife from Shere. Dated 15 Mar 1690. 
 

From the above it can be reasonably concluded that John MARTER was a man of some standing 

in Guildford as he was termed a gentleman in many documents and where he was an overseer, an 

executor of a will, purchaser of timber from Parklands in Cranleigh, a maltster, 13 a trustee of the 

George BENBRICK Charity, and an owner of more than one property.  In addition, he was 

friends with a number of other local prominent figures such as Henry FLUTTER and John 

CHILD, the latter being mayor of Guildford in 1676, 1681, and 1691. 

 

In looking through John MARTER’s will, xxvi which is written in English Gothic script and is 

hard to read, it transpires that he held a number of properties and land as follows: 

 

1.  .... land, messuages and tenement .... buildings, gardens, cartsides(?) in the parish of 
Saint Virgin Mary ... 
 
2.  Rent of Thirty Pounds ....... out of the lands and tenements ..... in Effingham 
 
3.  Messuages, lands and tenements in Egham. 

                                                
13   Malting was an important process, a key stage in the business of brewing beer. In the days before a reliable 
clean public water supply, beer was the safe, healthy option for quenching your thirst – everyone drank it – so 
malted grain was in high demand and malting was big business and was consequently highly taxed by the 
governments of the day.  What maltsters do is to convert the starch in grain crops, especially barley, to sugar which 
the brewers of beer needed for the fermentation of their brew. This conversion was achieved by soaking the barley 
in water and spreading it out on the floor of the malting house, where it began to germinate.  The malting house was 
a long building and the maltster moved the germinating barley along the length of it over the course of a few days 
with a shovel, turning the barley over as he did so to ensure an even conversion by the time it reached the end of the 
malthouse.  In nature the germinating grain uses the sugar to sprout and grow; to preserve the sugar for the brewer 
and prevent sprouting, the maltster next roasted the grain in a kiln to the brewer’s specification. The brewer relied on 
the skilful judgement of the maltster in producing the desired flavour of malt: light malts for pale ales, darker malts 
for stouts.  
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But John MARTER’s will also mentions some intriguing familial relationships with ‘relatives’ in 

Effingham!  In a number of places his will talks about Effingham with  “Thomas Martyr my 

brother ..”.  and a later mention of  “ ... And I hereby appoint and nominate my said brother 

Thomas Martyr and my sonne in law John Smyth overseers of this my last will and testament 

contained in five sheets of paper.”  As far as can be ascertained, John MARTER had no brothers 

or sisters that can be traced and his only daughter was Martha MARTER as detailed on line 28 of 

the first page of the will “.. to Martha Martyr my only daughter and child To have ...”! 

 

Things get worse when, the First Codicil to the will dated the 7th January 1695,  repeats “... my 

sonn in law John Smith and his wife ...” and  “... my sonn in law Thomas Browne and his wife ...” 

and then adds another brother-in-law “... And I give to my brother in law Mr Thomas Flutter and 

his wife ten pounds to buy mourning ...” . 

 

This codicil further complicates matters by going on to mention the children of the Thomas 

MARTYR as follows:  “I the said John Marter doe hereby give and bequeath, to my brother 

Thomas Martyr, and his wife ten pounds to buy mourning And I give to my nephew John Martyr 

eldest sonne of the same aforesaid Thomas Martyr and for the wife of the said John Martyr ten 

pounds to buy them mourning And I give to my nephew Joseph Martyr brother of the said John 

Martyr five pounds to buy him mourning and I give to my cousin Mary Martyr daughter of the 

widow Martyr of Farnham five pounds ...” 

 

Now, there is a Thomas MARTYR who was baptized at Effingham on the 10th April 1636 and 

who resided in Effingham at about this time and who had, by his marriage to Mary SKEET 

(unproven by me), five children (proven by me): 

 
John MARTYR: baptized 3rd December 1661 from 1st marriage to Mary XXX? 

Thomas MARTYR: baptized 8th November 1664 and buried 14th October 1672 

Sarah MARTYR: baptized 18th April 1670 and buried 26th April 1683 

Thomas MARTYR: baptized 14th October 1672 and buried 5th October 1679 

Joseph MARTYR: baptized 24th January 1674 
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So, in the context of John MARTER’s will, the MARTYR nephews mentioned in it would seem 

to be those listed above, apparently the more so when three of the other children had died by the 

time the will was signed in 1695.  However, I can find no John MARTYR or MARTER, brother 

to Thomas MARTYR from Effingham, or anywhere else nearby. 

 
The ‘brother in law’ John SMYTH/SMITH can be explained since he (John MARTER) married 

Sarah SMYTH (a widow) in 1670.  But as for Thomas BROWNE and Thomas FLUTTER, I can 

offer no logical explanation as to their being so-designated other than they might have been such 

close friends of John MARTER that he felt that he could refer to them in his will as being 

members of his immediate family or, perhaps as Masonic Brothers?   

 

Overall, it does strongly suggest a likely past link between the Guildford and Effingham 

MARTER/MARTYR families. 

 

Martha Marter (1670-1704): 

Previously I had referred to Henry CHILD as being a close friend of the above John MARTER, 

and mentioned that his relative, John CHILD, was the mayor of Guildford on a number of 

occasions.  As a ‘team’ the two Johns were mayors in: 

 

1667: John MARTER  1676: John CHILD(E) 
1677: John MARTER  1681: John CHILD(E) 
1682: John MARTER  1691: John CHILD(E) 
1692: John MARTER 

 

Unsurprisingly, John CHILD(E)’s eldest son, also named John, married Martha MARTER, John 

MARTER’s only surviving child, on the 7th September 1696, at St Giles, Cripplegate, London 

less than two months after John MARTER’s death and on the day that probate was granted.  

With the whole of John’s estate going to Martha, she would have been a very eligible spinster!   

 

The union produced five children: xxvii Martha bap. 21st April 1699, John bap. 26th July 1700, 

Leonard bap. 3rd November 1701, Charles bap. 4th March 1702, and Olive bap. 10th June 1704.  
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Martha Marter’s Siblings:   

Martha had two brothers who died in early childhood: John MARTER, bap. 6th October 1672, 

who was buried on the 27th November 1682, and Thomas MARTER, bap. 14th November 1676 

who was buried on the 28th February 1677.  All these events took place in St Mary’s Church, 

Guildford.  However, Graham de Garlieb Marter’s ‘MARTYR of GUILDEFORD’ chart does not 

even show Martha MARTER but, seemingly as a substitute, and as previously noted, includes: 

 

‘Richard MARTYR, b. 1675 
m. Margaret Lyndon’ 

 

Again, from this chart, Richard and Margaret supposedly had two children: John MARTYR born 

circa 1710, and Thomas Richard MARTYR born on an unknown date.  These marriage and birth 

records really have to be challenged since there simply is no evidence that I can find from any 

parish register entries, or from any other sources, to substantiate these ‘happenings’.  Perhaps the 

manorial records may show these, so far, unexplained events?  The only sensible conclusion I 

can draw at this time is that they are most likely to have been fabricated to ‘keep the line going’ 

to the MARTYRs of Greenwich and, hence, onto Graham de Garlieb Marter’s own lineage.  My 

conclusion has to be that this particular MARTER/MARTYR lineage of Guildeford ends with 

the death of Martha CHILDE in 1704. 

 

Because this assertion completely alters the content of the Guildford Marter/Martyr family tree, I 

need to attempt to offer an alternative route to the Greenwich MARTYR lineage because, after 

the death of John MARTER in 1696, there are seemingly no surviving males of the Guildford 

MARTYR family to carry on the name!  But before I delve into that, here is a little bit of this and 

that, by way of a link, which may make things clearer! 

 

Guildford House: 

At this point I shall digress by introducing a discussion on a very interesting property, Guildford 

House, which was built in 1660 by John CHILDE, whose family was very well known and 

influential within the local area. The land upon which the house was built was bought for the 

sum of £100 from John and Richard GARDYNER and consisted of: 

 



A Blacksmith’s Tale 
 

35 
 

‘ ... all that messuage or tenement, barn, stables garden and backside with the 

appurtenances situate, lying and being in between the messuage or inn called The Crown 

on the west part, the messuage or tenant of George Price in the occupation of John 

Wonham on the east part, the High Street of Guildford aforesaid on the south and the 

North Town Ditch on the north.’ 

 

In 1736 another John MARTYR xxviii  bought the property from one Charles CHILDE for the 

sum  

of £700 and thereafter the house remained in the MARTYR family for the next 100 years or so.  

At the time of purchase the property consisted of: the dwelling house, a wash-house, a brew-

house with rooms above, stables with loft, and a dove cote in the south-west corner of the garden 

which also had a summer or banqueting house or gazebo.  Of much greater interest is the main 

house which retains many original features of the original built in 1660 and contains many fine 

examples of 17th Century artefacts.  The house is generally built in the traditional timber-framed 

style with some of the floor beams probably having been re-cycled. 
   

 
Fig 1-14  Guildford House - Front 

© arcadianalbion@flickr.com Photostream 110621 
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The upper floors on the front of the house and the side which looks over the courtyard overhang 

the ground floor.  Some of the important external architectural features of the house are 

described below. xxix 

 

The building consists of three storeys; the two top floors are jettied out with giant Doric pilasters 

rising through the first and second floors and deep modillion 14 cornice eaves.  There are three 

tall windows on the first floor, the central one of which has a small 17th Century wrought iron 

balcony that has a central scrolled panel and alternate twisted railings. 

 

One of the more obvious external features of the house is the Balcony on the first floor at the rear 

of the house and which overlooks the rear garden.  The balcony is described as xxx a large leaded 

window to first floor with lead roof and three plasterwork decorative panels under the two 

second floor windows.   

 
 

Fig 1-15  Balcony over the Rear Courtyard and Garden - Guildford House, Guildford, Surrey 
Copyright of Guildford Borough Council xxxi

 

                                                
14  A modillion is an ornamental bracket used in series under a cornice, especially of the Corinthian, Composite, or 
Ionic orders. 
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The oriel 15 windows above the balcony look out over the garden retain their elaborate 17th 

Century wrought iron fasteners and espagnolette 16 bolts.  Also visible from the Rear Courtyard 

is the roof over the north rooms which are faced with ‘Mathematical Tiles’ 17 and tile hangings.  

Some of the more important interior architectural features of the house are xxxii the Staircase, 

which is circa 1660, has a pierced oak and elm balustrade with a simply moulded oak handrail 

supported by sturdy oak newel posts crowned with carved bowls filled with fruit and flowers. On 

the base of each newel is a carved Tudor Rose, and there is a richly carved panel balustrade of 

acanthus pattern of interlocking spirals of foliage.  The staircase rises to the top floor of the 

house via a first floor landing with twisted balusters surmounted by arcading with fielded panels 

on the walls.  The staircase continues up with the richest carved panel at the very top.  
 

 
 

Fig 1-16  The Main Staircase, First Floor - Guildford House, Guildford, Surrey 
© arcadianalbion@flickr.com Photostream 110621 

                                                
15  Oriel windows are a form of bay window commonly found in Gothic architecture, which project from the main 
wall of the building but do not reach to the ground 
 
16  An espagnolette is a locking device normally mounted on the vertical frame of a French door or casement. A 
handle or knob is connected to a metal rod mounted to the surface of the frame, at about three or four feet above the 
floor. Operating the handle rotates the rod, which has hooks at each end that fit into sockets at the head and sill of 
the opening. 
 
17   Mathematical tiles are a building material extensively in the southeastern counties of England which was used 
especially in the 18th and early 19th Centuries. The tiles were laid on the exterior of timber-frames buildings as an 
alternative to brickwork, which their appearance closely resembled.  The tiles were laid in a partly overlapping 
pattern, akin to roof shingles. Their lower section, the part intended to be visible when the tiling was complete, was 
thicker and the upper section would slide under the overlapping tile above and would therefore be hidden. 
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The Powell Room is probably the most important room in the house with its moulded panels 

from the 18th Century, and the original, finely decorated, plaster ceiling.  This ceiling is one of 

the finest in southern England and adds to the reasons why Guildford House is a Grade 1 Listed 

Building. 18  The detailed description of the ceiling detailed in the National Heritage Listing is as 

follows:   “Plaster ceiling divided into five panels by deep beams decorated on the face with 

flowers and guilloche band, the covered sides being decorated with acanthus patterning, and the 

central oval pattern has a bay-leaf garland edging.”  
 

 
Fig 1-17  The Powell Room Ceiling Plaster Moulding - Guildford House, Guildford, Surrey  

© arcadianalbion@flickr.com Photostream 110621 
 

Another, less important, set of rooms is the Attic Rooms which were probably servants’ quarters 

with later subdivision into smaller rooms, with lath and plaster partitions of the 1730s.  One of 

these rooms contains a fireplace, a rare luxury for servants.  

 

 Lastly, there is the intriguing Painted Closet which leads off the front room on the 2nd floor of 

the house.  The closet dates to the 17th Century and was not painted until the shelves had been 

fitted.  There is a blocked window that once opened over the roof of the Castle Inn next door.  

                                                
18  English Heritage: List Entry Number 1180153, Guildford House, 155 High Street, Guildford, Surrey.  Initial 
Entry on 01-May-1953.  GV1 Town House, now Gallery.  



A Blacksmith’s Tale 
 

39 
 

Major restoration to the closet was carried out in 1993/94 when missing sections of lath and 

plaster were replaced with 17th Century oak laths which were covered with a goat’s hair mortar; 

the final colouration was applied using water colours. 
 

 

 

Fig 1-18  Painted Closet - Guildford House, Guildford, Surrey xxxiii 
Copyright of Guildford Borough Council 

 

So, who followed in John MARTER’s footsteps in the town of Guildford if Martha was the sole 

issue surviving from his marriage to Sarah MARTER’s marriage?  Many of the male members of 

this MARTER/MARTYR family were associated with the running of the town of Guildford and 

were known as ‘the hereditary Town Clerks of Guildford’.  Indeed, at that time one John 

MARTYR was an attorney and appears as a magistrate on the list of subscribers to the town 

Guildhall extension in. xxxiv   

 

But, which John MARTYR purchased Guildford House in 1736 from Charles CHILDE, and 

whence did John MARTYR come?  There seems to be no obvious answer to this, or is there? 
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John Martyr c.1708-1781: 

 The earliest record for this John MARTYR which I have found was in the UK Register of 

Duties Paid for Apprentices’ Indentures, 1710-1811 where, on the 20th August 1723 he was 

apprenticed to Leonard CHILD of Guildford in Surrey, Attorney on the 30th Instant for a period 

of 5 years from that date and for the sum of £100. xxxv  This is an important date as it establishes 

that at the commencement of his apprenticeship, John MARTYR would have been about 15/16 

years old, which was normal for apprentices, and thus puts his date of birth at about 1708.  
 

 
Fig 1-19  Entry for John MARTYR from Register of Duties Paid for Apprentices’ Indentures 

Apprentice Master: Leonard Child of Guildford - dated Tuesday August 20th 1723 
 

Intriguingly, or perhaps unfortunately, the section where the apprentice’s name and that of their 

relationship to the person placing them into apprenticeship should be completed is blank.  It just 

says: “John Martyr ............. 30 Inst”.   

 

I am not conspiratorial by nature; however, when it comes to family history matters which seem 

inexplicable this is often a cover for something that a family might not want to be made ‘public’, 

or for the sake of financial convenience.  The other three apprenticeship entries I have found for 

Leonard CHILD are complete as follows: xxxvi 

 

Wednesday, 4th June 1712: Jno Shotter son of Ann Shotter of Frensham Surrey, Widow 
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Tuesday, 11th December 1716: Alex Lee son of Alexr Lee of Farnham surrey, Gent 

Friday, 19th February 1719: Steph Terry son of Stephen Terry of London, Gent 

 

So, the $64,000 question; why is there nothing against John MARTYR’s name, especially as it is 

presumed he was, or would have been, the son of a prominent Guildford family?  I have carried 

out extensive searches for another John MARTYR throughout the many Surrey parish registers 

for a baptism/birth which might relate to this John MARTYR, but to no avail.   

 

Conspiratorially, the second child from the marriage of John CHILDE and Martha MARTER 

(only surviving child of John MARTER 1646-1696) was named John CHILDE.  He was 

baptized on the 26th July 1700 but, wait a minute; I have not been able to find any information on 

any possible marriage or death or anything else for that matter on him!  It should be noted that he 

was orphaned after the death of his father, John CHILDE who died in June 1717; his mother, 

Martha MARTER had pre-deceased her husband in June 1704.   

 

Could these two important, inter-related Guildford families have colluded in some way for some 

reason? 

 

There are some other early documents held in the National Archives covering the period 1724-28 

where John MARTER is a witness to as follows: 

 

22nd June 1724 – Conveyance (Lease & Release) for £180, between Sarah Tickner of 
Wonersh, Surrey and Christopher Tupper of: messuage with barns, buildings, gates, 
gardens and orchards belonging called Pannells Hold, arable land (4a.) lying in the 
common field of Bury called the Clay and meadow ground (2a.) lying in the common 
mead of Bury called Wide Meade otherwise Small Mead; all in Bury and in occ. of 
Robert Stedman).  Witnesses to the sealing of Sarah Tickner – Leo: Child, John Shotter, 
John Martyr; to that of Christopher Tupper – Richard Randall, Elizabeth Golding. xxxvii 
 
9th April 1726 – Covenant to levy a fine for the use of Jane Whitburne after the decease 
of her husband Henry Whitburne to receive annually the sum of £18 from John and 
Thomas Tickner for use of: 7a. pasture adj. (a)'s house in Shalford; plot called Philberts 
(1a.), meadow called Griggs (3a.), abutting S. on lane from Blackheath to Shalford, E. 
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and W. on lands belonging to Winchester College, and N. on river; Rushy Field (10a.) in 
Shalford. Witnesses: Leonard Child, John Shotter and John Martyr.  xxxviii 
 
3rd July 1728 – Lease for a year by John Laker of Wisbouough Green, yeoman to John 
Hunt of Hascombe, yeoman and Edmund Baxter of Dunsfold, blacksmith: Messuage 
farm and lands called Quennells in Wisborough Green, now in the occupation of Richard 
Heyward; purchased by John Laker, uncle to (a) from William Jackman:  Consideration: 
5s. Witnesses: Levi (sic) Child, Richard Ford, Ben Burell, John Martyr.  xxxix 
 

These are relatively minor matters but the dates are of significance as it would make John 

MARTYR’s age anything between 16 and 20 years old.  Of greater interest is the fact that the 

first (primary) witness is Leonard CHILD, John MARTYR’s apprentice master; so we have the 

same John MARTYR!  

 

The next reference is of much greater significance and comes from the collections of the Surrey 

History Centre, Woking in Surrey.  This particular reference relates to the court rolls, courts 

baron 19 of the Manor of Crastock, alias Crawstock or Cranstock, alias Bridley, Woking and 

Worplesdon where John MARTYR was the steward over the period 1728-1759. xl   

 
1728-1759 - Court roll, courts baron, 10 membranes (a-j)  
a) Court baron of Leonard Childe, 12 Sep 1728, with rental,  
a-c) 1st court baron of Charles Childe, 11 Jun 1742,  
c-d) 1st court baron of John Tickner, 29 May 1759.  
Steward: John Martyr 1728-1759. 

 

So, John MARTYR was the steward to the court baron for a period of over 30 years during the 

time of the courts baron of Leonard CHILDE and Charles CHILDE, the owner of Guildford 

House prior to John MARTYR.  By inference then, by 1728 John MARTYR was already a 

lawyer at the age of 20 years!  Certainly I have a source that indicates he was an attorney-at-law 

in Guildford, Surrey over the period 1726-1750 as a subscriber to: Bibliotheca Technologica: or 

a philosophical library of literary arts and sciences, 1737, MARTIN, Benjamin. London. xli  
                                                
19  The main business of the court baron was the resolution of disputes involving a lord's free tenants within a single 
manor, to enforce the feudal services owed to the lord of the manor by his tenants, and to admit new tenants who 
had acquired copyholds by inheritance or purchase, for which they were obliged to pay a fine to the lord of the 
manor.  It is mainly for the latter purpose that the court is now kept. The court is normally presided over by the 
steward of the lord of the manor, who is a lawyer and its proceedings are recorded on "the court rolls," of which the 
older ones are now valuable for genealogical as well as for legal purposes.  
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There are many other documents which name John MARTYR as a witness to various minor 

transactions but the one below is an important one as it relates to his purchase of an important 

property called ‘Guildford House’, High Street, Guildford.  

 

20th - 21st October 1736 – Attested copy lease and release – John Martyr of Guildford, 
gent.   
 
1) Charles Child now or late of Guildford, Esq., devisee named in last Will and 
Testament of Leonard Child of Guildford, gent, his late uncle, of premises mentioned, 
and his brother Leonard Child of London, Esq., nephew and heir-at-law of Leonard 
Child, deceased. 
   
2) John MARTYR of Guildford, gent Messuage in Holy Trinity, Guildford, The Crown 
- West, messuage bearing the sign of The Castle, East High Street - South, North Town 
Ditch  North, purchased by John Child, gent, grandfather of the two Child parties hereto, 
from John and Thomas Gardiner, and by him rebuilt, and also back bricked building 
standing across part and parcel of yard or gate room of The Castle, now used for Wash 
House and Brew House with rooms above and also stable and loft above in Holy Trinity 
adjoining stable and yard of Child House on South West, Barn of Mrs Maybank on East 
and North Town Ditch on North, formerly purchased by Leonard Child, deceased, of 
Edmund Munday, and also ground with barn built by John Child the grandfather, ground 
being granted to him out of the waste by the Corporation, and is on South of the garden 
wall and garden of Charles Child in Stoke next Guildford and on North of backyard of 
Charles Child and the highway there, and also garden with Banqueting or Summer house 
walled round. South-North, Town Ditch and barn just mentioned. East: garden and 
buildings of Mr Gilham.  North, garden occupied by Richard Kensett belonging to 
Baptists. West, barn and yard of Mr Shudall and Frog Lane which was purchased by said 
John Child of Richard Young and walled round.  2 items. Consideration: £7000. xlii  [For 
a detailed description of this property see pages 34-38 of this chapter]. 

 
This has to be the same John MARTYR aforementioned on pages 34-38.  Furthermore, I believe 

that it was this John MARTYR who married Elizabeth FLUTTER on the 13th January 1747 at  

St Matthew’s Church, Friday Street in London.  In the marriage bond and allegation xliii  he is 

described as “John Martyr of Guildford in the County of Surrey Gentleman” and in the latter as 

being 39 years old and Elizabeth being 27 years old.  This would make John MARTYR’s year of 

birth as about 1708.  Surely, the John MARTYR who bought Guildford House in 1736 must be 

same one who married Elizabeth FLUTTER in 1747?   
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On the 24th April 1751, John and Elizabeth MARTYR had a son, John MARTYR who was 

baptized at Holy Trinity, Guildford.  The parish register entry reads:  

 
 “21st May 1751 Martyr John s John & Elizabeth (d Mr Peter Flutter), born 24 Apr.” 
 
What follows is a ‘snap shot’ of the many hundreds of documents that John MARTYR would 

have been involved in or witnessed during his long career as one of the ‘Clerks of Guildford’.  

 

25th June 1752 – Record of duties paid for apprentices’ indentures for William Bray, 20 
son of Ann Bray – John Martyr of Guildford Surrey Gent. xliv 
29 Sep 1753 – Appointment of John Martyr as steward of Godalming Hundred by Sir 
William More Molyneaux. xlv 
 
1st October 1753 – Appointment by Sir William More Molyneaux of John Martyr as his 
attorney to vote at the next Quarter Sessions for the removal of John Luff, constable of 
Haslemere, and his replacement by Edward Upfold. xlvi  

 
18th June 1757 - Assignment of mortgage between  
(1) Henry FLUTTER, John MARTYR and John SHOTTER, all of Guildford, Surrey, 
gentlemen, executors of the will of John FLUTTER late of Guildford, grocer, (2) Richard 
BARTLETT of Chiddingfold, blacksmith, (3) John CHALCROFT of Chiddingfold, gent, 
and (4) Bennett WARNER of Godalming, Surrey, apothecary, on messuage, barn and 
lands called Cherfold containing about 32 acres, and a piece of ground called Hallands 
Moor containing about 2 acres, leased in a deed of 10 August 1621 from John EDE of 
Rovers in Chiddingfold, yeoman, to Abraham BAKER of Catsprye, Chiddingfold, 
husbandman. xlvii 
 
21st July 1757 - Record of duties paid for apprentices’ indentures for Robt Stoffold – 
John Martyr of Guildford Surrey Attorney. xlviii 
 
1st September 1760 – Notice from John Martyr, steward, of court baron of the Manor of 
Smithbrooke, Dunsfold, to be held on the 22nd September at the house of Edmund Field. 
xlix 
 

                                                
20  William Bray (1736-1832) of Shere was solicitor to many county families, steward of Surrey manors, treasurer 
of charities and an indefatigable antiquary.  He was Treasurer of the Society of Antiquaries, 1803-1823 and, after 
completing Owen Manning’s history of Surrey, was the first to transcribe and publish the diary and writings of John 
Evelyn.  He also identified and arranged many of the Loseley manuscripts. In 1761, he became a clerk of the Board 
of Green Cloth, a department of the royal household, which he held for over 40 years.  
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17th August 1763 – Record of duties paid for apprentices’ indentures for John Plummer – 
John Martyr of Guildford in ye County of Surrey Gent. l 
 
19th September 1765- Schedule of court rolls, books and papers relating to the manors of 
Godalming and Godalming Enton (recorded together) and Catteshall in the hands of John 
Martyr of Guildford steward. li 
 
20th April 1768 – Letters of attorney of Jane Molyneaux to John Martyr of Guildford, 
attorney-at-law, authorizing him to receive her share under her parents’ marriage 
settlement. lii 
 
14th June 1768 - Record of duties paid for apprentices’ indentures for Reese Ballard – 
John Martyr of Guildford Surrey Attorney. liii 
 
7th November 1776 - Record of duties paid for apprentices’ indentures for Joseph 
Hockley – John Martyr of Jos Pickstone of Guildford in Co Surrey Attorneys. liv 
 
Undated 1780 – Letter from John Martyr who has been ordered to write about the state 
of Cobham Bridge by the speaker of Surrey Quarter Sessions, who found it in a bad state 
of repair when he last came into the County. lv 
 

There are three records of John MARTYR being on the Electoral Rolls during his later life:  
 

 
 

Fig 1-20  Frontispiece of the Copy of the Poll for the County of Surrey for 1774 



A Blacksmith’s Tale 
 

46 
 

1774: lvi  Wokeing Hundred, and Town of Guildford: John Martyr F.V. & J.S. 21
 

 
1775: lvii  John Martyr with Place of Freehold and Place of Abode as Guildford and 
candidate supported of NORTON. 22  
 
1780: lviii  John Martyr, senior with Place of Abode Guildford, Owner or Occupier O. 23  

 
John MARTYR died in 1781 and was buried at Holy Trinity Church, Guildford on the 10th May, 

and his wife, Elizabeth MARTYR, died in 1791, aged 70 years and was also buried at Holy 

Trinity on the 20th May 1791.  No will for this John MARTYR has yet been located but, “Who 

was that man?”  This was of course the question posed at the end of each episode of the 1950’s 

Lone Ranger western TV series!  Fortunately, I have unmasked the star of the show as a result of 

transcribing three wills as follows: Joseph MARTER, Gentleman of Reading, Berkshire, his wife 

Deborah MARTYR, Widow of Reading, Berkshire, and their daughter, Jemima MARTYR, 

Spinster of Reading, Berkshire.  But why am I talking about Berkshire rather than Surrey?  Well, 

the reason is that this Joseph MARTER was baptized on the 24th January 1674 at Effingham, 

Surrey, and was buried at the church of St Dunstan & St Catherine, Feltham, Middlesex, England 

as follows: lix 

 

"Decbr 10th 1741 Joseph Martyr was buried" 

 

I initially surmised these Joseph MARTER/MARTYRs as being one and the same person 

because his age at death of 67 years would make his year of birth around 1674 which fits in with 

that of the baptism record.  I had hoped that Joseph’s will dated 13th January 1741 lx might add 

credence to this assumption; however, after going through all the opening pleasantries of formal 

legalize, the testator bequeaths: 

 
                                                
21  The initials F.V. and J.S. stand for the candidate(s) which the freeholder supports.  In this case they were: Sir 
Francis Vincent, Bart., and James Scawen, Esq.  The third candidate was Sir Joseph Mawbey, Bart.  
 
22   The candidates’ names on the Poll Book were: Sir Francis Vincent, Bart., Sir Joseph Mawbey, Bart., and 
William Norton, Esq; 
 
23   This indicates support for The Honourable Thomas Onslow – the other candidates being: The Honourable 
Augustus Keppel, and Sir Joseph Mawbey, Bart.   
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“I give and bequeath to my dear Son 
John Marter the Sum of fifty pounds to be paid him 
by my Executrix within twelve Months after my decease 
Third I give and bequeath to my dear daughter 
Jemima Marter the Sum of Three hundred pounds to be 
 
Page 2 
paid my said Executrix within twelve Months after 
my Decease all the rest and residue and remainder of 
my Personal Estate Goods and Chattels whatsoever I 
give and bequeath unto my dear and well beloved wife 
Deborah Marter whom I do hereby nominate constitute 
make and appoint my full and sole Executrix to this my 
last Will and Testament ..” 
 

So, unfortunately there is no mention of lands or properties in Effingham.  Joseph MARTYR left 

the rest and residue and remainder of his personal estate, goods and chattels unto his dear and 

well beloved wife, Deborah.  The only other record I have for Joseph is from British History 

Online where he is described as being a Collector for the Excise Commissioners for Reading. lxi  

The Treasury Warrant of the Excise Commissioners entry reads: 

 
To discharge the widow and sureties of Joseph Marter, late collector of Excise for 
Reading collection, of 110/- for a dishonored bill, drawn by Thomas Read on Mary Tull, 
and taken by said Marter for purposes of remitting; he having for several years sent said 
Read's bills: and to set same in super on Thomas Read and Mary Tull. 
Prefixing: Said Commissioners report. 
 

There is one mention of what I believe is the same Joseph MARTYR as the recipient of the 

princely sum of 40 shillings via John CHILDE [Author’s note – who married Martha MARTER 

on the 7th September 1696 and the same family of Guildford] who was an executor of one 

George BENBRICK’s will, lxii together John MARTER (abt.1646-1696), Martha’s father.  

 

There are a number of land transactions which Joseph’s widow, Deborah MARTYR was 

involved in, mostly relating to the Dean and Chapter of Chichester for the years 1742 and 1756 

as they relate to title deeds for properties in Rudgwick, a village in the north of West Sussex, as 

follows: 

 

Parish of RUDGWICK:  Deeds I 
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Reference: Add Mss 20,708 
Counterpart lease for 21 years of £5 p.a. from (a) the Dean and Chapter of Chichester to 
(b) Deborah Martyr, widow and executrix of Joseph Martyr of Reading, co. Berks., gent 
Creation dates: 3 May 1742, Witnesses: John Wheate and Mary Hanington. 
 
 
Reference: Add Mss 20,709 
Bond to perform covenants, in sum of £20, between (a) Deborah Martyr of Reading, co. 
Berks., widow, and (b) the Dean and Chapter of Chichester 
Creation dates: 3 May 1742, Witnesses: John Wheate and Mary Hanington 
 
Reference: Add Mss 20,710 
Counterpart lease for 21 years at £5 p.a., from (a) the Dean and Chapter of  
Chichester to (b) Deborah Martyr of Reading, co. Berks., widow 
Creation dates: 2 August 1756, Witnesses: Jemima Martyr and William Bray 
 
Reference: Add Mss 20,711 
Bond to perform covenants, in sum of £20, between (a) the said Deborah Martyr of 
Reading, co. Berks., widow, and (b) the Dean and Chapter of Chichester 
Creation dates: 2 August 1756  

 
Deborah MARTYR died, probably in Reading, Berkshire, between the date of the codicil of her 

will of the 25th January 1759 and the date probate was granted of the 24th September 1761.  Her 

will lxiii contains vital information on the links between her family and that of the MARTYRs of 

Greenwich, Kent.  First, it names her son as being John MARTYR and her daughter, Jemima 

MARTYR.  The main legacies are as follows: 

 
To son John MARTYR the sum of £200 which he owes her on a bond and interest. 
 
To Deborah MARTYR, daughter of Joseph MARTYR of Greenwich, her silver salver 
and a mourning ring. 
 
To John MARTYR, her grandson, son of the said John MARTYR, two pieces of gold 
coin the value of one pound and five shillings each. 
 
To Jemima MARTYR, her daughter, in trust to pay unto her said son and his wife, 
Elizabeth the sum of £20 for mourning. 
 
To Joseph MARTYR and to his wife Hannah, and others, one guinea each.  
[Author’s note - of Greenwich]. 
 
To Jemima MARTYR the residue of her estate and nominating her as the sole executrix 
of her will. 
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The codicil also details some legacies which are of relevance as follows: 
 

To her grandson, John MARTYR, son of John and Elizabeth MARTYR the sum of £10 
instead of the two pieces of gold and her ‘silver pint cup marked RdA’ [Author’s note – 
Rd means Richard]. 
 
To Hannah and Ann MARTYR, daughters of Joseph and Hannah MARTYR [Author’s 
note - of Greenwich above] the sum of £50 each, after the death of my daughter, Jemima 
MARTYR. 
 
To Deborah MARTYR my namesake, daughter of the said Joseph MARTYR the sum of 
£100 after the death of my said daughter Jemima MARTYR. 
 

Joseph and Deborah MARTYR had a third child, Thomas MARTYR, but he died in 1701 and 

was buried at St Dunstan with St Catherine, Feltham, Middlesex, England as follows: lxiv 

 

“Thomas son of Joseph Martyr of ye Parish of St John’s, Southwark buried May 5th 1701” 
 

But perhaps the most compelling evidence of the family link between Reading, Greenwich and 

Guildford is that from the will of Jemima MARTYR who died in 1786 and was buried at St 

Dunstan with St Catherine, Feltham, Middlesex, England thus: lxv 

 

"1786  Octr 20  Jemima Martyr of Reading St Mary's" 

 

Of note is the fact that Jemima’s nephew, John MARTYR Esquire, who was the sole executor of 
the will, is denoted as the ‘only next of kin’ of the deceased.  The will details the following 
legacies: lxvi 
 

To her namesake, Jemima MARTYR, daughter of my cousin Richard MARTYR and to 
his wife Elizabeth, her gold watch. 
 

All the rest and residue of her personal estate to her nephew, John MARTYR of the 
Middle Temple, London, Esquire to pay legacies to: her sister [in-law] Elizabeth 
MARTYR, widow ten guineas, and her cousin, Richard MARTYR and Elizabeth his wife 
the sum of ten guineas.  
  
[Author’s note: The names referred to are: Richard MARTYR (1749-1815) and his wife 
Elizabeth, nee WIGZELL (1751-1831) of Greenwich, Kent, and John MARTYR of the 
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Middle Temple, and of Guildford 1751-1843, and the latter’s mother Elizabeth, nee 
FLUTTER, of Guildford (1720-1791)]. 

 
John Martyr: 1751-1834  

Despite the fact that John MARTYR became at attorney-at-law in the Middle Temple in London, 

there is surprisingly little information seemingly available on his life or work.  There appears to 

be no record of his apprenticeship to become an articled clerk or of his purported marriage to 

Sarah CLEAVER which produced an only child, Martha Jemima MARTYR, in 1790.  The 

plethora of missing marriages and births which have so far plagued my research into this family 

strikes once again!  The earliest ‘strike’ of information relates to the Poll Books of Guildford of 

1775 when John MARTYR would have been 23 years old.  If you read the Poll Books carefully 

there would appear to have been no political differences between father and son!  In addition, 

from this record it can be inferred that John MARTYR junior was already working in London in 

the Middle Temple 24 in 1755. 

 
1775: lxvii  John Martyr the Younger with Place of Freehold as Guildford and Place of 
Abode as Middle Temple, [Owner or] Occupier of Thomas Bishop, Esq, and candidate 
supported of NORTON. (See entry above for his father and Note 22).   
 

The Court Papers of the Grenville family, Butleigh, Somerset lxviii provide five references over 

the period 1783-96 to transactions in which John MARTYR was a party: 

 

1783 
1]  Thomas Littleton Strangways, son and heir of Giles decd 
2]  John Martyr 
Copy further charge on Charlton Adam estate. 

 

1783 
1]  Thomas Littleton Strangways of Charlton Adam, son and heir of Giles decd 
2]  John Buxton of New Inn 
3]  Abel Jenkins of New Inn 
4]  John Martyr of Guildford, Surrey 

                                                
24   The Honourable Society of the Middle Temple, commonly known as Middle Temple, is one of the four Inns of 
Court exclusively entitled to call their members to the English Bar as barristers the others being the Inner Temple 
Gray’s Inn, and Lincoln’s Inn.  It is located in the wider Temple area of London, near the Royal Courts of Justice, 
and within the City of London. 
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Copy lease and release to suffer recovery of capital messuage of Charlton Adam, manor 
of Charlton, Masters, Daws and Damers tenements and Paddocks Close in Charlton 
Adam, Charlton Mackrell and Butleigh. Copies recovery and fine. 
1792 & 1794  [Identical entries for both years[ 
1]  Thomas Littleton Strangways, son and heir of Giles decd 
2]  John Martyr 
Copy further charge on Charlton Adam estate. 
 
1796 
1]  John Martyr of Guildford, Surrey, son of Elizabeth Martyr deceased and John 
Martyr deceased. 
2]  Thomas Littleton Stangways of Surrey, militia captain, son of Giles deceased 
3]  James Grenville of Butleigh 
4]  William Dickinson of Kingweston 
Lease and release of Chalcombe (13.1.5), 16.3.9 of coppice, Copley Wood (8.1.34) and 
Blacklains (10.3.27) in Charlton Adam and Charlton Mackrell.  Covering letter in lease. 
 

From these records it seems as if John MARTYR could be considered as an early version of the 

modern-day up commuter between Guildford and London for some of his many legal 

transactions.   

 

As one might expect for a man of local renown, John MARTYR was involved in politics and this 

is confirmed by proceedings contained in the Guildford Poll Book of 1790.  This very interesting 

document I found on the West Surrey Family History CD entitled The Guildford Collection.  The 

document in question is the De Guldeford Poll which took place on Monday, June 21, 1790. lxix  

Cliff Webb, a tireless family history researcher and genealogist, transcribed this document and I 

am indebted to him for having done so as the Poll makes fascinating reading.  In essence, the 

Poll resulted in the election of two burgesses, or members, to serve in Parliament for the town 

and borough of Guildeford.  In addition, there were polls for churchwardens of the Guildeford 

parishes of Holy Trinity, Saint Mary’s, and Saint Nicholas.  The three candidates for Burgesses 

were:  

 

The Hon. Thomas Onslow, eldest son of Lord Onslow – who had been nominated by Mr 
John Shrubb and Mt Wm Newland. 
The Hon. Maj. Gen. Chapple Norton, Brother to Lord Grantley – who had been 
nominated by Mr. Martyr and seconded by Smith, M.D. 
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George Sumner, Esq. – who had been nominated by My Skurray and followed by the 
Rev. Mr. Clifton. 
 

The record shows that as a result of a show of hands called for by the Mayor that “there was a 

very large number for Mr. Sumner, a good shew for Mr. Onslow and about twenty for General 

Norton”.  As a result, the Mayor declared that this meant that Mr. Onslow and Mr. Sumner were 

elected.  However, a poll was demanded by John Martyr, Esq. for General Norton.   

 

The Poll was to be between Norton and Sumner only as the ‘top spot’ had already been agreed as 

being taken by Mr Onslow as a result of the end of the first day’s polling of: Onslow: 67 votes, 

Norton: 43 votes, and Sumner: 46 votes.  The poll was taken over two days, Monday, June 21st 

and Tuesday June 22nd, 1790.  

 

At the commencement of the second day’s voting, and having looked at the lists of unpolled 

voters, General Norton addressed the electors saying that he had taken an accurate state of the 

unpolled voters, and he found there was an apparent majority against him; and although the 

superiority was “but small, yet it is decided” and that he would not be continuing with the poll. 

 

The voting for churchwardens also took place during this time with John MARTYR, Esq. 

supporting the nomination of Mr Pickstone, the senior partner in the attorney-at-law firm of 

Pickstone & Martyr, for churchwarden at Holy Trinity church.  In opposition was a Mr. Haydon 

and with the result of the vote 49 to 39 in favour of the latter candidate – it had become a double 

‘whammy’ for John MARTYR! 

 

The following year when John MARTYR was in London working from his chambers in Middle 

Temple, he was called as a witness at the Old Bailey in the trial of Laurence M’Kenzie 

[McKenzie or MacKenzie] and Thomas Gilberthorpe, a youth, both of whom had been charged 

with Theft: Simple Grand Larceny.   

 

The two were indicted for ‘feloniously stealing, on the 3rd of February, at the Court of King’s 

Bench, Westminster Hall, three cornelian stone seals, set in gold, value 3 l. one gold watch key, 

value 10 s. the property of Samuel Thornton’, a corn dealer in Mark-lane.  
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Fig 1-21  Court of King’s Bench, Westminster Hall from R Ackermann’s The Microcosm of 

London 1808 25 Volume I, Plate 24 lxx  © MOTCO 2000 
 

The offence had taken place next to one of the green curtains of the Court of King’s Bench, 

Westminster which can be seen on the very right hand side of the illustration in Fig 1-21.  

Samuel Thornton gave evidence in a very detailed, if somewhat confused, account of the robbery 

which took place whilst he was listening to Judge Buller in that court.  Shortly afterwards, John 

MARTYR, who had been talked to Samuel Thornton immediately after the theft and had been 

present in that same court at the time the offence was committed, then gave his evidence which 

seems rather contradictory in parts to that given by Samuel Thornton: lxxi 

JOHN MARTYR, Esq.: sworn 

 On the 3d of February, the day mentioned in the indictment, I was in the Court of 
King's Bench, just within the court; there was a considerable scuffle; a noise without the 
curtain; which I suppose continued two or three minutes; I went out of the court and saw 
Mr. Thornton, the prosecutor (sic) [Author’s note – should be prosecution witness), very 

                                                
25  The Microcosm of London is a glorious window into the social life and architecture of London on the cusp of the 
Regency.  The leading name is that of the German emigrant publisher Rudolph Ackermann (1764-1834) began to 
publish views of the most well-known sites and buildings across contemporary London, with accompanying 
conversational historical text on each of the locations. He titled it The Microcosm of London, or London in 
Miniature. It was originally published in sections, which Ackermann called "numbers," beginning in 1808. These 
numbers were then later bound into volumes for those who wanted and could afford the whole set. Initially, 
Ackermann had intended to issue four volumes, but he later reduced the scope of the publication to three volumes, 
partially due to cost.  Ackermann brought together two of the most talented artists in London, each with their own 
special set of skills: Auguste Charles Pugin, a Parisian-born artist and talented draftsman who had been trained by 
John Nash, drew the architectural elements for the plates, and Thomas Rowlinson the noted caricaturist, drew the 
figures which populated Pugin’s architectural spaces. 
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much agitated; I said, what is the occasion of this noise? Mr. Thornton said, I have been 
robbed, and that the two people that were near him, who were the prisoners, were the 
people that had taken his watch; I particularly observed the string of his watch hanging 
out of his pocket; and I particularly observed that the string appeared to have been cut, 
and that there was no knot, and that I am positive of: he immediately took his hand out of 
his waistcoat pocket, and said, God bless me! here is my seals, my watch is safe; to the 
best of my recollection; I will not be positive: he hardly knew what he did: I think, to the 
best of my recollection, I saw him stooping when I came out of the court, but I will not be 
positive; and when he said, I had been robbed! I have lost my watch, I observed the string 
of his watch hanging out of his pocket; and I am perfectly satisfied there was no knot to 
it: I said, secure the people, and bring them into court; and they were taken into court 
immediately after. 

Mr. Knowlys. At the time you saw him, you say, you think he was so confused he did not 
know what he was about? - He did not. 

The case was tried by the first Middlesex jury before Mr Recorder and a verdict of “Guilty” for 

both prisoners was pronounced.  Gilberthorpe and M’Kenzie were sentenced to be transported 

for seven years.   

 

The pair was placed on board the “Pitt”, a convict ship, which departed from Gravesend, Kent on 

the 5th June 1791 and called in at Yarmouth Road, Isle of Wight, Hampshire.  Finally, the vessel 

departed, along with 402 other convicts, on the 17th July 1791 and arrived in Sydney, New South 

Wales, Australia on the 14th February 1792. lxxii 

 

John MARTYR was a magistrate for the county of Surrey as can be evidenced by the following 

entry in The Times, London of the 19th May, 1794: 

 

COUNTY OF SURREY 
       Southwark, May 14, 1794 

At the MONTHLY MEETING of the MAGISTRATES of this 
County, assembled at the New Sessions House, by Adjournment, 
This 14th Day of May, 1794 – 

PRESENT: 
Lord Onslow    John Martyr, Esq 
Lord Grantly    Wm. Wilson, Esq. 
Joseph Shaw, Esq.   Edward Burrow, Esq. 
Wm. Man Godschall, Esq.   Philip Coxe, Esq. 
The Hon. Thomas Onslow   Wm. Wright, Esq. 
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Thomas Sewell, Esq.   John Robinson, Esq. 
Christopher Baldwin, Esq.   Thomas J...son, Esq. 
Robert Chatfield, Esq.   Peter Proudly, Esq. 
Wm. Richardson, Esq.   James Bulard, Esq. 
R. Carpenter Smith, Esq.   Edward Litlyton, Esq. 
Henry Byrne, Esq. 
 
      His Majesty’s Message to the House of Commons of the 12th 
Instant, on the subject of certain seditions, Practices and Corres- 
pondences, in different parts of this Kingdom have been read, 
resolved unanimously, by the above Magistrates, that they will 
be particularly vigilant, and exert themselves to the utmost of their 
power, in preserving the Peace of the Country and maintaining 
the Constitution of this Kingdom, as by Law established. 
 

The reason for publishing this statement of support for the His Majesty, King George III is 

related to the history behind the sedition trials of 1792 and 1792 26 where parliamentary 

reformers in both Scotland and England were attempting to persuade government to reform 

itself.  This was followed by the build-up to the Treason Trials of which eventually took place 

between the 28th October and the 5th December 1794.   

 

The accused were: John Howe Tooke, Thomas Hardy, and John Thelwall but after lengthy trials 

the first two were acquitted. At this point the Government of the day realized they were not 

going to get any convictions and released all the other arrested members of the groups.  Finally, 

John Thelwall also underwent trial but he too was acquitted, after which, the rest of the cases 

were dismissed. 
 

                                                
26   In the 1770s and 1780s, there was an effort among liberal-minded Members of Parliament to reform the British 
electoral system. A disproportionately small number of electors voted for MPs and many seats were simply bought. 
However, the movement faltered and by the mid-1780s it was moribund.  It was not until 1792 when a resurgence of 
feeling for reforming the electoral system took place within groups made up of artisans, merchants and others from 
the middle and lower class formed an alliance with the more genteel Society of the Friends of the People that the 
government became concerned.  When this sympathy became known, the government issued a royal proclamation 
against seditious writings on 21 May 1792.  In the summer of 1793 several of these groups decided to convene in 
Edinburgh to decide on how to summon "a great Body of the People" to convince Parliament to reform, since it did 
not seem willing to reform itself. The government viewed this assembly as an attempt to set up an anti-parliament. 
In Scotland, three leaders of the convention were tried for sedition and sentenced to fourteen years of service in 
Botany Bay. Such harsh sentences shocked the nation and while initially the societies believed that an insurrection 
might be necessary to resist such an overbearing government, their rhetoric never materialized into an actual armed 
rebellion. In 1794, a plan was circulated to convene again, but it never got off the ground. The government, 
frightened however, arrested many members of these groups on suspicion of "treasonable practices" in conspiring to 
assume "a pretended general convention of the people, in contempt and defiance of the authority of parliament, and 
on principles subversive of the existing laws and constitution, and directly tending to the introduction of that system 
of anarchy and confusion which has fatally prevailed in France".  Over thirty men were arrested in all. 
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Fig 1-22  Cover of the Whole Proceedings of the 1794 Treason Trials at the Old Bailey of 
Thomas Hardy, John Thorne Tooke, and John Thelwall lxxiii 

 
The next set of records available which are of significance relate to Land Tax Redemption 

records from three different parishes in Guildford as well as for and for a residence in Houghton 

Street, for the year 1798: lxxiv  These records show that John MARTYR was a man of property. 

 

PARISH of Stoke-next-Guildford: COUNTY of Surrey, Page 32 (reverse) 
Proprietor: John Martyr Esq.:  Names of Occupiers: Mrs Coney   
Sums Affected:  £0  16s. 0d.  Date of Contract: [Blank] 
 
PARISH of The Holy Trinity Guildford: COUNTY of Surrey, Page 26 (reverse) 
Proprietor: John Martyr:  Names of Occupiers: Sarah Boxall   
Sums Affected:  £0  10s. 2d.  Date of Contract: [Blank] 
 
PARISH of The Blessed Virgin Mary of Guildford: COUNTY of Surrey,  
Page 26 (reverse) 
Proprietor: John Martyr Esq:  Names of Occupiers: Mrs Millish & Wm Tempest   
Sums Affected:  £2  4s. 0d.  Date of Contract: [Blank] 
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PARISH of Clement Danes & St Margaret-le-Strand, Westminster: COUNTY of 
Middlesex, Houghton Street, Page 43, 
 Proprietor: John Martyr: Names of Occupiers: Wall & Howell 
Sums Affected: £3. 0s. 0d.  Date of Contract [Blank] 

 
We now revert to the 1801 Census of Guildford from which Cliff Webb made a transcript which 

is again available on the West Surrey Family History Society, Guildford Collection, CD-8.  The 

document is preserved in the Guildford Muniment Room and is of unknown provenance. It is a 

purely statistical work and consists of ten headings.  The entry for John Martyr is: 

 
 Householder  H:F m:f A:T:O     p:no  

John Martyr Esqre   1:1  2:2      4     5:11 
  

The legend for the census is: H:F, which is the ratio of Inhabited Houses to the Number of 

Families, m:f is the ratio of Males to Females, A:T:O is the ratio of the number of occupants who 

work in Agriculture to the number occupied in a Trade to the number occupied in all Others, 

p:no represents the Page Number of the census. This apparently means that there were four 

occupants of the residence, which at first might presumed to be Guildford House, which was the 

major residence of John MARTYR and his family in the High Street, Guildford.   

 

However, John MARTYR, his wife, Sarah and his daughter Frances Jemima were surely not 

considered to be tradesmen?   

 

Whilst on the subject of family, John and Sarah MARTYR seemingly only had one child, a 

daughter, Frances Jemima MARTYR who was born on the 2nd April 1790 and who was baptized 

on the 10th May 1790 in St Mary’s, Lambeth, Surrey. lxxv 

 
    “Baptisms 1790 
May 10   Frances Jemima Dr of John Martyr & Sarah Born April 2d: 1790” 

 

As previously recorded, John MARTYR owned a property in the City of Westminster, and the 

following Land Tax Records have been extracted from the Parish of St Clement Danes & Mary 

le Strand, Westminster, Middlesex registers and cover most of the years 1798-1815: 
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Fig 1-23  Land Tax Record of 1801 for Houghton Street, St Clement Danes & St Mary le 
Strand, Westminster for 1801 lxxvi 

 
1798: PARISH [St Clement Danes & St Mary-le-Strand]: COUNTY of [Middlesex],   
Houghton Street, Page 43: 
Proprietor: John Martyr: Name of Occupiers: Wall & Howell 
Sums Affected: £3. 0s. 0d.  Date of Contract [blank] 
  
1799: PARISH [St Clement Danes & St Mary le Strand]: COUNTY of [Middlesex],   
Newcastle Street, Page [not numbered]: 
Proprietor: John Martyr: Name of Occupiers: Henry Howell 
Sums Affected: £3. 0s. 0d.  Date of Contract [blank] 

 
 

1801: PARISH [St Clement Danes & St Mary le Strand]: COUNTY of [Middlesex], 
Houghton Street, Page 43: 
Proprietor: John Martyr: Names of Occupiers: Henry Howell 
Sums Affected: £3. 0s. 0d.  Date of Contract [blank] 
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1804-1807, 1809-1812, and 1814-15: PARISH [St Clement Danes & St Mary le Strand]: 
COUNTY of [Middlesex] Newcastle Street, Pages 17, 19, 19, 19, 22, 22, 22, 22, 22, & 
22, for those same years respectively 
Proprietor: John Martyr: Names of Occupiers: Henry Howell 
Sums Affected: £3. 0s. 0d.  Date of Contract [blank] 
 

There is a discrepancy between the various records for this property since the 1798 Land Tax 

Redemption record and the 1801 Land Tax Record state Houghton Street, but the Land Tax 

Records from 1802-1815 and the Poll Book of 1802 shows Newcastle Street.   

 
After consulting the MOTCO Enterprises on-line CD version of Richard Horwood’s thirty-two 

sheet, 26 inch to the mile map of 1799, see Fig 1-24 below, it came as no surprise to find that the 

two streets run into each other.   
 

 

 

Fig 1-24  Part of Richard Norwood’s 1799 Map of London showing Newcastle Street in the 
Parish of St Clement Danes & St Mary le Strand © MOTCO Enterprises  
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Starting from the Strand, and immediately adjacent to the island church of St Mary le Strand, 

Newcastle Street goes NNW for two blocks then forks, becoming Stanhope Street to the left and 

Haughton Street to the right. On the map, the property is on the right hand side of the road and 

marked as “7”, one up from No 18 thus; on this map the property numbering system indicates 

that “2” is No 22, and that “7” is No 17 Newcastle Street.  The property appears to have its own 

courtyard, possibly sharing with No 18 Newcastle Street.  I am inclined to think that there is only 

one property concerned and that it was a system error that was introduced into the earlier 1798 

and 1801 records.  This presumption is supported by the fact that the occupier of the property, 

Henry Howell, is named in all the records, and that in John MARTYR’s will, which was 

probated on the 3rd November 1843, lxxvii  the property is described as 17 Newcastle Street.   

 

Another property mentioned in the will in conjunction with that in Newcastle Street is his 

chambers which are described as “Chambers being No 2 in Elm Court within the precincts of the 

Middle Temple, London”.  Again, MOTCO has come up trumps with Norwood’s 1799 Map of 

London where Fig 1-25 below shows that John MARTYR would have only had a leisurely stroll 

from his chambers, either around King’s Bench Walk or across Temple Gardens, to the King’s 

Bench. 

 
 

Fig 1-25  Part of Richard Norwood’s 1799 Map of London showing Elm Court, Middle Temple,  
in the Parish of St Clement Danes & St Mary le Strand, Westminster © MOTCO Enterprises  
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There is an item in the Surrey History Centre, Woking, relating to a property acquired by the 

Guildford Society of Friends in 1673.  It was situated near the back gate of the Crown Inn near 

the North Town Ditch (now North Street) and was designated as a ‘tenement gateroom and 

garden plot’.  This gateroom, which was originally used as a Meeting House was demolished in 

1805 to build a new Meeting House.  The land which was purchased formed part of the garden of 

John MARTYR and adjoined the North Town Ditch opposite the original Meeting House.   

 

Date(s): 1736 - 1883 
Item ref: 5021/2/5-6: 
Lease and release with declaration of trust 
 
1) John MARTYR of Holy Trinity, Guildford, esq, only son and heir-at-law of John 
MARTYR of the same, gent, deceased. 
 
2) Richard Kidd and others (as in 5021/1/25 & 26 excluding Sweetapple). Consideration 
£105.  Piece of land: 70 ft from North to South and 50 ft from East to West, part of a 
garden ground wherein a Banqueting or Summer House is or was erected walled round, 
adjoining North Town Ditch and Barn of John MARTYR on South. Garden and 
building formerly belonging to Mr Gilham, now to John Rawlens and Edmund Elkins on 
East. Garden formerly in occupation of Richard Kennett and now of John Grix and 
belonging to the congregation of Dissenters in Guildford called Baptists on the North. 
Barn and yard formerly of Mr Shudall and now of Edmund Elkins together with Frog 
Lane on the West which was formerly purchased by John Child deceased from Richard 
Young and walled round by John Child. The actual parcel 70' x 50' abuts as follows: 
North Town Ditch and barn of John MARTYR and excludes the wall against the barn 
on South side thereof. Malthouse etc of Edmund Elkins and excludes wall - East. 
Remainder of garden of John MARTYR on North and West and includes the wall or 
fence to be erected.  Free of part charge £5 pa to poor and of dower to Sarah wife of John 
MARTYR. 
Date(s): 30-31 Aug 1805 
 
Item ref: 5021/2/7: 
Bond in £105 for quiet enjoyment and against dower and part of £5 annuity to the poor of 
Holy Trinity. 
 
1) John MARTYR 
2) Richard Kidd and others. Premises as in 5021/2/5 & 6. 
Date(s): 31 Aug 1805 
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It has been a while since I have included some ‘colour’ into the John MARTYR story hence; this 

is a good time to show an illustration of a typical ‘street scene’ of Guildford during the time he 

was alive.  The watercolour below is a very early work of Henry Prosser, a local artist and art 

dealer which includes a view of St Mary’s Church: 
  

 
 

Fig 1-26  Watercolour of Street Scene of Guildford, Surrey in 1835 by Henry Prosser  
(1816 -1888) with St Mary’s Church in Background – Copyright of Surrey History Centre lxxviii  

 
We now come to the first Population Census record which I have found for the Guildford 

MARTYRs, and it took some finding!  Needless to say it is for the 1841 Census which was 

enumerated on the 7th June.  I had, of course originally been looking for a John MARTYR in 

Guildford but realizing that his death certificate of 1843 gave East Clandon as his residence.  

By searching my S & N British Data Archive Ltd 2003, Surrey 1841 Census CD for the village 

of East Clandon, which is located a mere four miles to the east of Guildford, I found the entry I 

had been long searching for and which I have transcribed, as follows: 

 

The 1841 Population Census of England shows Edward J WARD, aged 25 years, born in 
County "N" residing in Clarke Street, together with his wife, Frances Sarah WARD, aged 
28 years, and their 2 children: Mary Olivia WARD, aged 8 years, and Florence Jemima 
WARD, aged 3 years.  Also living there is John MARTYR Esquire, aged 90 years, all 
born in County "Y". 
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(HO 107/1080/9, Enumeration Schedule 7, Page 7 - Clarke Street, East Clandon, Surrey, 
England).  
 

The census was enumerated by George Hall and the overall statistics show that there were 55 

inhabited houses, 155 male persons, and 138 female persons in the village, a grand total of 293 

inhabitants.   

 

So, who were this family?  Well, in brief, the head of the household was the Reverend Edward 

John WARD whose wife, Frances Sarah WARD was the eldest daughter of Francis SKURRAY 

and Frances Jemima MARTYR, the latter being the only child of John MARTYR and Sarah 

MARTYR, believed to be née CLEAVER but unproven by me, but more of that later. 

 

John MARTYR died on the 14th October 1843 at “Rouis House”, East Clandon, aged 92 years, a 

Gentleman, lxxix and was buried on the 21st October 1843 lxxx (see my transcriptions below): 

 
Certificate of Death, Registration District of Guildford, Death in the Sub-district of 
Albury, County of Surrey, England, Entry # 391.  On the 14th October 1843 at Rouis 
House (?), East Clandon, Guildford, Surrey, John MARTYR, aged 92 years, a 
Gentleman.  Cause of death - Old age.  Informant: David CUTLER, present at the death 
of East Clandon to Registrar, John HIGGINS on the 19th October 1843. 
 
Burials in the Parish of Holy Trinity in Guildford in the County of Surrey in the Year 
1843: Page 92, Entry No 736: 
"John Martyr  From East Clandon in Surrey [on] Octbr 21st  [aged] years 92  
[by] Henry Ayling  Rector" 

 
John’s wife, Sarah MARTYR had pre-deceased him by over 3 years on the 5th April 1840 lxxxi 

and was buried on the 13th April 1840 lxxxii (see my transcriptions below): 

  
Certificate of Death, Registration District of Guildford, Death in the Sub-district of 
Guildford, County of Surrey, England, Entry # 439.  On the 5th April 1840 at Holy 
Trinity, Guildford, Surrey, Sarah MARTYR, aged 84 years, a Lady.  Cause of death: Old 
Age.  Informant: The Mark "X" of Ann STREET, present at the death, of Holy Trinity, 
Guildford to Registrar, Richard EAGER on the 8th April 1840. 
 
Burials in the Parish of Holy Trinity in Guildford in the County of Surrey in the Year 
1840: Page 79, Entry No 633: 
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"Sarah Martyr  Holy Trinity [on] April 13th  [aged] years 84 [by] Henry Ayling  Rector" 
 

There is a marble monumental plaque within the Holy Trinity Church which is dedicated to John 

MARTYR and his wife Sarah which reads: 

 
“NEAR THIS SPOT ARE DEPOSITED THE REMAINS OF 

JOHN MARTYR ESQRE 

(SON OF JOHN MARTYR ESQRE FORMERLY OF THIS PARISH.) 
BORN APRIL 24TH 1751, DIED OCTOBER 14TH 1843. 

IN THE 93RD YEAR OF HIS AGE. 
HE WAS SENIOR BENCHER OF THE HONBLE SOCIETY OF THE MIDDLE TEMPLE 

A MAGISTRATE FOR THE COUNTY OF SURREY. 
AND FOR MANY YEARS A MUCH RESPECTED INHABITANT 

OF THIS TOWN 
 

ALSO OF SARAH HIS WIFE, 
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE APRIL 5TH 1840, AGED 84 YEARS. 

ALSO OF FRANCES JEMIMA, ONLY DAUGHTER OF THE ABOVE, 
(WIFE OF FRANCIS SKURRAY ESQRE OF ELSTEAD), 
WHO DIED JANUARY 11TH 1820, AGED 30 YEARS. 

 

  
 

Photograph of Marble Plaque in Holy Trinity Church, Guildford dedicated to John and Sarah 
MARTYR, and their daughter, Frances Jemima SKURRAY  © Rob Alexander lxxxiii 
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When I first received this photograph, I did not notice the carving at the base of the monument of 

an upright hand holding some type of cross.  When I did finally see the ‘blatantly obvious’, my 

heart skipped a beat as it suddenly came to me – “a cubit arm vested azure cuffed argent, 

grasping in the hand a cross-crosslet fitchee gules”.  This was the crest of John MARTER, 

b.1625 and as detailed in Volume I, Chapter 4, page 108, and described in one of James Graham 

de Garlieb MARTYR’s letters.  So, this crest was being used by the Guildford MARTYR family 

by 1843, some 40 years prior to de Garlieb MARTYR’s birth in 1883!   

 
I have already briefly mentioned John MARTYR’s will and because the original consists of three 

and a half pages of small gothic lower case script, it took me some hours to transcribe it into a 

friendlier format.  Like many such wills at this time it was littered with legal jargon that was 

often repeated throughout!  In essence, the whole will could have been completed in a third of 

the length but I have extracted the salient points, in the order of their appearance: 

 

Page 1: Lines 2-6 inc: I give and bequeath unto my dear wife Sarah Martyr and all my house- 
 hold Goods and Furniture Linen Apparel Plate Pictures China Books Wines 
 Liquors and provisions and all Ready money which may be in and  
 about my dwelling house at the time of my demise to and for her 

absolute use and disposal.... 

 
Lines 6-12 inc: ... and as to all m y Stocks funds annuities 
Lights Habits Chattels Effects and Residuary Personal Estate I gave and 
Bequeath the same unto my friends James Stedman of Guildford aforesaid 
Surgeon and John Rand of Guildford aforesaid Gentleman .....shall do and ... 
 

Lines 13-16 inc:       ...  within six 
Months next upon my decease sell and transfer the Sum of five hundred 
Pounds East India Stock 27now standing in my name in the Books of the 
East India Company and pay the product thereof unto my said wife.. 

 

Lines 35-42 inc:  ... the following legacies or Sums of money Viz unto 
My Grand Daughter Ellen Skurray the sum of two thousand pounds 

 Sterling unto my Grandson Frances Charles Skurray the like Sum of two 

                                                
27  The East India Register & Directory, 1844: Proprietors of East India Stocks: Page 126: 2  Martyr, John, esq., 
Guildford, Surrey. Original data: Wm. H. Allen & Co. The East India Register & Directory 1844. East India 
Company, 1844. 
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 Thousand pounds sterling and unto my Grandson John Arthur Skurray 
 The sum of two thousand pounds sterling and that upon further 
 Trust to pay and transfer all the residue of my said personal Estate and 
 Trust promises unto my Granddaughter Frances the wife of my good friend 
 
Page 2: Line 1:  The Reverend Edward John Ward Rector of East Clandon 

 
 Lines 6-15 inc: ... my freehold and messuage or Tenements and Buildings with the 
 appurtenances situate in the Parish of Holy Trinity in Guildford aforesaid 
 wherein I now own and also my freehold messuage Tenement or Freehold 
 the appurtenances thereto belonging called or known by the name or  
 said the Castle situate in the said Parish of the Holy Trinity in Guildford 
 aforesaid and now in the occupation of James Edwards and also my 
 messuage or Tenement and appurtenances being No 17 situate in Newcastle 
 Street Strand in the County of Middlesex and now in the occupation 
 of John xxxx Plumber and also my Interest and Assignment in Chambers 
 being No 2 in Elm Court within the precincts of the Middle Temple London ..... 
  
 Lines 28-31 inc: ... and pay the same after deducting costs and charges of repairing the 
 Said buildings and insuring the same against loss or damage by fire ..... unto my said 
 wife and her assigns ..... during the term of her natural life .... and immediately after the 
 decease of my said wife upon trust ... etc 
 

Lines 37-50 inc: .. transfer my said Messuage 
 or Tenement Accoutrements and premises situate in Newcastle Street Strand 
 aforesaid and also my said interest and Assignment in Chambers in 
 Court Middle Temple aforesaid unto and to the absolute use and behoof 
 of my said Grandson John Arthur Skurray his heirs executors administra- 
 tors and assigns according to the natures and tenures of the said premises 
 respectively and to whom I give devise and bequeath the same accordingly and to 
  whom I give and devise the same And it is my Will and Desire that my said Grandson 
 John Arthur Skurray shall cause himself to be admitted a Chamber of the Honourable 
 Society of the Middle Temple aforesaid within one year next after my 
 decease to qualify him for holding the said interest and assignments in 
 Chambers aforesaid And it is my will and desire that my said 
 Wife shall bear and discharge the office and expenses attending with 

admission of my said Grandson 
 

Page 3: Lines 6-9 inc: .... to make and 
 absolutely dispose of all or any part of my said Messuages or Tenements 
 Gardens Land hereditaments and premises situate in the several Parishes 
 of the Holy Trinity in Guildford and Stoke next Guildford aforesaid either 
 together or in parcels and by public auction or private sale or otherwise 
 as may be thought expedient unto such person or persons as may be 
 willing to become the purchaser or purchasers thereof ... 
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Page 4: Lines 4-6 inc: ..... And I nominate constitute and appoint the 
 said Edward John Ward and Frances his wife Executor and Executrix of 
 this my last Will and Testament ..... 
 
The will was signed on the 10th September 1834 and proved on the 3rd November 1843. In case 

you were wondering if John MARTYR’s wishes that his grandson, John Arthur SKURRAY, 

would become a barrister in the Middle Temple, all I can tell you is that a John A SKURRAY 

died in 1855 and his death was registered in the Strand Register Office lxxxiv and, if you 

remember, 17 Newcastle Street is located in the area of the Strand.  You may have also 

wondered why there was no mention of John and Sarah’s only child, Frances Jemima MARTYR, 

in the will well; she had died some 22 years earlier. 

 

Frances Jemima MARTYR (1790-1821): 

As already related, Frances Jemima MARTYR as born on the 2nd April 1790 in Lambeth, Surrey 

and was baptized at St Mary, Lambeth on the 10th May 1790.   There seems to be little available 

information about her until she married Francis SKURRAY on the 31st January, 1811 at St 

George, Hanover Square, Westminster, Middlesex, England.   

 
 

Fig 1-27  Ink and Watercolour Drawing of Holy Trinity Church, Guildford, Surrey, England  
Artist Unknown - circa 1830 lxxxv  Copyright Surrey History Centre, Woking, Surrey, England 
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Details from the Bishop’s Transcript of the church register of this marriage are: 
 

London Metropolitan Archives, Marriages & Banns, 1754-1921 
St George's Hanover Square 1811 
Marriages Solemnized in January & February 1811, Page 101: 
 
"85  Thomas Skurray, Esq Bachelor of this Parish and Frances Jemima Martyr of the 
Parish of Holy Trinity in Guildford in the County of Surrey Spinster a Minor were 
Married in this Church by Licence this Thirtyfirst day of January in the Year 1811  
This Marriage was Solemnized between us  { Thos Skurray 
In the Presence of J Martyr   { F J Martyr 
   Joseph Sal??ay" 
 

The transcript contains an error in that the first name of the groom is given as Thomas 

SKURRAY rather than Francis SKURRAY possibly because the groom’s name in the previous 

entry is also Thomas.  This just goes to show how easily errors are introduced into records when 

transcription takes place. 

 
The union produced six children as follows: lxxxvi 
 

Frances Sarah SKURRAY:  baptized 5th January 1812 at the Church of the Holy Trinity, 
Guildford, Surrey but born in Elstead, Surrey. 
 
Olivia SKURRAY:  born 12th December, 1814 in Elstead, Surrey, but baptized at the 
Church of the Holy Trinity, Guildford, Surrey on the 9th June 1816, and buried on the 
16th August 1815 at St Mary’s, Elstead, Surrey. 
  
Ellen SKURRAY:  born 21st December 1815 in Elstead, Surrey, baptized 9th June 1816 at 
the Church of the Holy Trinity, Guildford, Surrey, and died 15th December 1878 at 
Reading, Berkshire. 
 
Francis Charles SKURRAY:  born 12th February 1817, in Elstead, Surrey, baptized  
7th April 1816 at the Church of the Holy Trinity, Guildford, Surrey, and died 18th April 
1895 at Bournemouth, Dorset. 
 
John Arthur SKURRAY:  born 11th January 1819, in Elstead, Surrey, baptized  
10th September 1819, and died about Dec 1855 at the Strand, Westminster, Middlesex. 
 
William SKURRAY:  born abt. December 1820 in Elstead, Surrey, baptized 24th March 
1821 at Pepper Harrow, Surrey, and buried 29th March 1821, aged 3 months at Elstead, 
Surrey. 
 

It is of interest to note that Frances Jemima SKURRAY died in March 1821 lxxxvii 
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"1821   Frances Jemima Skurray [of] Holy Trinity [on] January 12 1821 [age] 30 [by] 
J Weller, Rector" 

 
The fact that she died only a few weeks after the birth of her son William SKURRAY probably 

means that it would be reasonable to infer that her death was a direct result of complications of 

this birth. 

 

Whilst some of these children have stories of their own to tell, I have to draw the line somewhere 

in this work so I have limited my material to only include MARTER/MARTYR named persons 

either by birth or by marriage unless there is compelling reason to deviate from my own rules.  In 

the case of the Frances Sarah SKURRAY above, there is just cause to do so.  Please be patient. 

 

Frances Sarah SKURRAY married Edward John WARD on the 25th October 1831as follows: 

 

Surrey History Centre: 
Surrey, England, Marriages, 1754-1937 
Marriages in the Church of the Holy Trinity, Guildford, Surrey 
1831, Page 31, Entry No 91: 
 
"Marriages solemnized in the Parish of the Holy Trinity in Guildford in the County of 
Surrey in the Year 1831: 
 
The Reverend Edward John Ward, Clerk of the Parish of East Clandon in the County of 
Surrey Bachelor and Frances Sarah Skurray of this Parish, Spinster, a minor 
were married in this Church by Licence with Consent of Francis Skurray Esquire the 
natural and lawful father of the said Minor this twenty fifth Day of October in the Year 
One thousand eight hundred and thirty one By me Henry Parr Belac – Rector 
 
This Marriage was solemnized between us { Edward John Ward 
      { Frances Sarah Skurray 
In the Presence of { Francis Skurray Jnr 
   { Sarah Ann Pickstone 
   { John Ward”  
 

There are two of interesting pieces of information which can be gleaned from this marriage 

record.  First, Edward John WARD was the Rector of East Clandon and it was this family that 

John MARTYR (1751-1843) was living at the time of the 1841 Population Census of England, 

just prior to his death in 1843.  Second, that one of the witnesses to the marriage was Sarah Ann 

PICKSTONE, almost certainly a relative of the ‘Pickstone’ in the law firm of Martyr & 
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Pickstone of Guildford in which the John MARTYR above, Frances Sarah SKURRAY’s 

grandfather, was a partner.  Of equal interest is the fact that there are a number of land 

conveyance transactions which the Reverend John WARD and his wife Frances were involved in 

after the death of John MARTYR in 1843.  One of the more important being: lxxxviii 

 

Abstract of title of The Rev Edward John Ward and Frances Sarah his wife to certain 
pieces of land in Stoke next Guildford part of a messuage and lands formerly a 
banqueting or summer house.  
 
1843: E J Ward inherited the garden [Mr Martyr's garden 1739] subject to life interest of 
widow, from John Martyr, but John Martyr survived his wife.  Apparently, the Wards 
inherited other property including 'The Castle' [in High Street] and on the security 
borrowed money - over £2,500 from Henry Ward and Joseph Hockley.  Between 1853 
and 1869 Edward John Ward and his wife rebuilt 'The Castle' and improved other 
property so that Mr Martyr's garden was removed from being security for loan.   
 

You may recall that ‘The Castle’ was adjacent to Guildford House in the High Street and that the 

MARTYR family was in possession of the property for over 100 years, from 1736-1843.   

 

Another important source document of great interest relating to Guildford concerning the 

MARTYRs and the WARDs shows: lxxxix 

 
 In 1831 the Rev E J Ward married Frances Skurray, daughter of Francis Skurray and 
Frances Jemima (nee Martyr). When John Martyr died in 1843 he left to his grand-
daughter Frances Sarah Ward and his 'good friend', her husband, his house in Guildford 
and all of his property in Stoke, which appears to have included the 'Mr Martyr's garden' 
shown on the Ichnography. The house in the High Street in which this member of the 
distinguished Guildford family lived (himself Mayor on at least one occasion), then 
numbered 25 and now 155, had been bought of the Child family by an earlier John 
Martyr in 1736 and is now known as Guildford House. There are leases and other papers 
relating to it from 1900 to 1941 in this deposit. 
 
The Wards purchased most of the area around what is now North Square, as far as 
Chertsey Street.  A good deal of this land had been auctioned in 1772 by Mary Cotton 
and Dorothy Simpson, the grand-daughters of John Gilham and Jane (nee Ede), and some 
had afterwards belonged to William Sparkes. Deeds of John Gilham's property go back to 
1656.  The Wards were apparently responsible for the construction (?1869-1881) of Ward 
Street and Martyr Road on part of this land. There are some early deeds of other houses 
in the High Street which seem to be strays and other strays may relate to 'all the property 
in Surrey' left to Frances Sarah Ward in 1844 by Olivia Searle. The Rev E J Ward (died 
1884) who survived his wife, left his lands in Farnham to his son, the Rev John Martyr 
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Ward, while the rest of the estate in Guildford was left to his daughters Mary Scott and 
Florence Furlong as tenants in common.  
 

Finally, there is this entry from the same series of documents: 

 

Series ref: 1495, Item ref: 1495/Box 4 
Ward Estate and Family, Guildford, Dates: 1831-1884: 
 

Settlement on marriage of the Rev E J Ward and Miss Frances Skurray, with 
endorsements up to 1870, 17 Oct 1831 Probate of John Martyr (trustees of 
Stedman and Rand) house and inn called The Castle in Holy Trinity; house in 
Stoke; 17 Newcastle Street, Strand; 3 Elm Court, Middle Temple, 10 Sep 1834 & 
3 Nov 1843 Conveyance of part of estate of late John Martyr, by direction of Mr 
and Mrs Ward Stedman and Rand / Joseph Haydon, 5 Dec 1849. Plan on deed,  
26 Jan 1866 The Old Banqueting House in Stoke, formerly of John Gilham, then 
of John Martyr: deed of appointment the Rev E J Ward and wife/Richard Sparkes, 
2 Apr 1875 Conveyance of land at junction of Martyr Road and Ward Street: the 
Rev E J Ward and others to Richard Sparkes, trustee for sale, 7 May 1881 Probate 
of the Rev E J Ward, 16 Jan 1884. 
 

 
John Martyr WARD (1834-1908): 

I know I have now broken my rule again by including someone who would normally be outside 

my ‘jurisdiction’ for inclusion.  But, I plead my case that he does have the middle name of 

MARTYR!   The first interesting note about him is that he was baptized by his father the 

Reverend Edward John WARD at East Clandon, Surrey: 

 

London, England, Births & Baptisms, 1813-1906, Bishop's Transcript 
East Clandon, Surrey, England 
Page 11, Entry No 176: 
 
"December 15th, John Martyr son of Edward John & Frances Sarah Ward, East Clandon 
Rector of East Clandon by Edward John Ward, Rector" 
 

The same register page also contains the solemn declaration made by the Reverend Edward John 

WARD as part of the annual return of entries required for the Bishop’s Transcripts as follows: 

 

“I, Edward John Ward, Rector of the Parish of East Clandon in the 
County of Surrey, do hereby solemnly swear that the several writings 
sheets annexed are to be copies of the several entries contained 
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of the several Register books of Baptisms ------- and Burials 
of the Parish aforesaid from the first day of January one thousand 
Eight hundred and thirty three to the Thirty first of December 1833 
are true copies of the several entries in the said several Register 
Books respectively from the said 1st January to the said 31st day of 
December 1833, and that no other entry during [page folded unreadable] 
-tained in any of [page folded unreadable] respectively are truly made according 
to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
      signed Edward John Ward 
       Rector of East Clandon 
     In the presence of William Evershed 
       Churchwarden 
 

Just in case you thought that the life of a Rector in the Church of England Rector was likely to be 

a busy one, think again!  The page containing the baptism entry for John Martyr WARD 

commences on the 17th October 1833 and ends on the 15th December 1833, a grandiose total of 

three baptisms in three months.   

 

Further, and to counter the argument that this could be a ‘one off’, the baptism register which 

contains the baptism of the Reverend Edward John WARD’s daughter, Florence Frances WARD 

on the 17th April 1838, runs from the 18th March 1838 and ends on the 25th November 1833 and 

shows a grand total of six baptisms in eight months.  Incidentally, this page also contains another 

declaration regarding Bishop’s Transcripts. 

 

To try to find the end of the MARTYR name in this Guildford lineage I had to follow the career 

of John Martyr WARD (1834-1908).  His next appearance is in the 1851 Population Census of 

England where he is studying at Eton College near Windsor, Buckinghamshire and is described 

as a Scholar, aged 17 years old, born in Guildford, Surrey. xc   

 

In the 1861 Population Census he is back home at Rectory House, East Clandon with his parents 

and he is now the Reverend John Martyr Ward, aged 37 years, a Fellow of King’s College, 

Cambridge. xci  For the greatest part of his life, from 1873 to his death in 1908, John Martyr 

WARD was the Rector of Gressenhall, Norfolk. 
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Fig 1-28  St Mary Church, Gressenhall, Norfolk – John Martyr Ward’s Parish from 1873-1908  
© Simon Knott xcii 

 

His educational and ecclesiastical careers are well summarized in the Register of Admissions to 

King’s College Cambridge, 1850-1900 as follows: xciii
  

Ward, John Martyr: son of the Rev. Edward John Ward,  
late Rector of East Clandon, Surrey. 
School: Eton, K.S. 
Admitted: 22 June, 1853, Scholar: Prizeman; Fellow 1856;  
3rd Class Classical Tripos 1857 
Travelled abroad for one year; called to the Bar at the Inner Temple 1863:  
entered 3rd Royal Surrey Militia 1860; Captain 1868; 
ordained Deacon and Priest 1869 (Worcester);  
Curate of Kempsey, Worcester, 1869-1873; since 1873 Rector of Gressenhall, Norfolk. 
Married, 12 June, 1873, Mary Thompson Pollok, younger d. of Allan Pollok, Esq., J.P. 
and D.L. for Argyllshire and Co. Galway, Ireland. 
Address: The Rev. J.M. Ward, Gressenhall Rector, East Dereham. 
Club: Conservative. 

 

But the name of Martyr does not ’die’ with the departure of John Martyr WARD from this 

mortal coil since he had a son named Arthur Edward Martyr WARD who was born in late 1877 

at Gressenhall, Norfolk and married Audrey MASON at Colchester in 1814. xciv  About a year 

later he is the Captain Adjutant in the 1st/5th Battalion Norfolk Regiment which was sent to 

Gallipoli, Turkey arriving in that theatre of war on the 9th August 1914.  This was some three 

days after the Commonwealth and French forces landed at Sulva, just north of ANZAC.  

Unfortunately, like thousands of others, he was killed very shortly after the landings and Captain 

Arthur Edward Martyr WARD was reported as Killed in Action on the 12th August 1915.  Their 
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senseless sacrifice is commemorated in the Helles Memorial, a 30 metre high obelisk on the tip 

of the Gallipoli Peninsular, which can be seen by passing ships going through the Dardanelles.   
 

 
 

Fig 1-29  The Helles Memorial Obelisk at Gallipoli Peninsular, Turkey – Commemorated in 
Perpetuity by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission xcv 

 
Captain Arthur Edward Martyr Ward is commemorated on Panel 42-44 of this memorial which 

are on the south-facing section of the memorial wall to the far right of the steps leading up to the 

entrance, as shown in the above photograph.  The Commonwealth War Graves Commission web 

site can generate a memorial certificate for any war death, and for Captain Ward, includes this 

photograph together with the following ‘epitaph’: 

 

In Memory of 
 Captain & Adj  

Arthur Edward Martyr Ward 
1st/5th Battalion, Norfolk Regiment who died on 12 August 1915 Age 37 

Son of the Rev. John Martyr Ward, of Gressenhall Rectory, Norfolk; husband of Audrey Ward 
of High Elms, Compton, Berkshire 

Remembered with Honour 
 

He is also commemorated in his birth place of Gressenhall, Norfolk on the Roll of Honour along 

with nine other villagers who died in the Great War.  But, more interestingly, he is remembered 

by his wife who erected a wall plaque inside the church of St Mary and which provides Arthur’s 

actual death location as the village of Anafarta, Gallipoli.  
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Fig 1-30  Memorial Plaque to Arthur Edward Martyr Ward in St Mary Church, Gressenhall, 
Norfolk  © Simon Knott xcvi 

 
Other Marter/Martyr Events: 

There are of course other very early baptisms, marriages and burials which relate to the early 

MARTER/MARTIR/MARTYR families of Guildford which do not have a ‘start point’ or an 

‘end point’.  By this I mean that some of these families may have either moved to Guildford 

from other areas of Surrey or from Guildford to other areas of Surrey but I have been unable 

show any such link(s).   

 

For these records there are only the parish register entries: 

 

1.  Children of John MARTIR (abt. 1547-1567) and Joan BURCHALL who married  
15th August 1563 at St Mary Guildford: 
 

William MARTER, baptized 13th May 1564 at St Mary Guildford 
Joan MARTER, baptized 27th March 1565 at St Mary Guildford 
Mabel MARTER, baptized 15th May 1566 at St Mary Guildford 
Jane MARTER, baptized 27th July 1567 at St Mary Guildford 
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2.  Children of Charles MARTIR (1549-1597) and Ellen [STOUGHTON?] who married 
on an unknown date and at an unknown place: 
 

Agnes MARTER, baptized 7th August 1580 at St Mary Guildford 
Emme MARTAR, baptized 24th June 1582 at St Mary Guildford 
Elizabeth MARTER, baptized 5th July 1584 at St Mary, Guildford and buried  
 17th May 1593 at St Mary Guildford 
Charles MARTER, baptized 9th April 1587 at St Mary Guildford 
Joan MARTER, baptized 11th May 1589 at St Mary Guildford 
Thomas MARTAR, baptized 10th October 1591 at St Mary Guildford 
 

3.  Children of William MARTER (abt. 1541- 1621) and an unknown wife who was 
buried on the 6th December 1623 at St Mary Guildford 
 

Mary MARTER, baptized 21st August 1580 at Holy Trinity Guildford 
Elizabeth MARTIR, baptized 29th June 1582 and buried on the 29th August 1584 
 at Holy Trinity Guildford 
Susan MARTIR, baptized 13th August 1584 at Holy Trinity Guildford 
John MARTIR, baptized 9th July 1592 at Holy Trinity Guildford and buried  
 2nd January 1601 at Holy Trinity Guildford 
 

In summary, what this means is that there are no irrefutable records to support many of the 

events in the lineage for parts of the Guildford MARTER/MARTIR/MARTYR family tree, so 

there is plenty of opportunity for others to carry out further research.   

 

Postscript: 

When I started to carry out detailed research into this apparently ‘ancient’ family I had no idea 

how many changes would need to be made to my original ‘script’ which heralded that the 

dawning of the MARTER/MARTYR name would be inextricably linked to Guildford.  Having 

carried out what I hope is as thorough a piece of family history research as was feasible from a 

few thousand miles away from my homeland; I know that my original tenant was false.  My 

conclusion is that the town of Guildford is only possibly linked to the root source of the family 

name.  I have found no evidence to support the previous contention of James Graham de Garlieb 

MARTYR that the family can be traced back to Anglo-Saxon times and nothing to support the 

very early 15th Century marriages of Guildford MARTERs/MARTIRs/MARTYRs to members 
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of exceedingly prominent families.  That which I have recorded herein above is based upon 

proven events and facts.   

 

As far as I can ascertain, the appearance of the name in Guildford is rather sparse during the 16th, 

17th, and 18th Centuries and is, for all intents, a ‘single line’.  Compare this to the small town of 

Effingham, which exhibits a larger and more contiguous MARTER/MARTYR family tree with 

multiple lines emanating after the death of John MARTER in 1577 through to the death of 

Edward MARTYR in 1736, and the birth of James MARTYR in 1737.  In addition, the 

MARTER and MARTYR families in Guildford, over the period of abt. 1700 to 1834, derive 

from elsewhere in Surrey, namely Effingham.  So, did the earlier families in Guildford also hail 

from Effingham?  Only further research may reveal the truth. 
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